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 This chronology is the worldôs largest and most accurate source of information on the lives of Clive Staples Lewis (referred to as 

Jack) and his older brother Warren Hamilton Lewis. Every year is listed in the following searchable format: ñThe Year 1943.ò Every month 

is listed in this format: ñJanuary 1941ò (unless there are very few events in a given month). Likewise, each letter of C. S. Lewis is 

introduced by the phrase ñJack writes toò followed by the full name. If you want to know if Lewis ever wrote to Jocelyn Gibb, then search 

for ñJack writes to Jocelyn Gibb.ò After each year I have put a number in parentheses. That number indicates the number of entries for that 

year. The year 1918, for example, has the number 350, which means that there are 350 separate entries (single days, groups of days, or an 

entire month) for 1918. I also list the location of the two brothers at the start of a given month, so that the reader can easily tell where they 

are on the morning of the first day of each month and more easily trace their movements throughout the month. The location is not always 

certain since such data is not always available. In such cases, Oxford may be tentatively assumed. 

 Major changes in C. S. Lewisôs life are indicated by bold print . With one exception, underlined text takes its cue from general 

statements Jack made at various times about the things he did regularly. For example, on June 14, 1916, Jack makes the comment that the 

10:00-11:00 p.m. hour is the time when he normally writes to Arthur Greeves. On the previous day, his normal day for writing to Arthur, 

Jack spent time with visitors to the Kirkpatrick house instead of writing to Arthur. Therefore, we note Jackôs normal writing time in the ten 

oôclock hour. While he does not indicate the time of writing in all other weeks, whenever he writes to Arthur during the Kirkpatrick era, we 

indicate that as 10:00 p.m. and underline the text. In a couple of places, the exact time of writing is clearly documented, so that time is not 

underlined in those cases. The one exception is the underlining of the names of Jack and Warren. This is done to show more easily when a 

given dateôs entry deals with both brothers rather than just one as well as to distinguish between related events and those that deal only with 

one of the two brothers. Only the first appearance of each name on that date is underlined. Occasionally the name Clive is used and 

underlined. 

Some events are not clearly dated, but they are known to have happened during a particular month or year. Those events are 

indicated at the start of the appropriate month or year. On some occasions, no doubt, items have been included that did not actually happen, 

as in the case with some of Jackôs lectures not being given due to his illness or travel or the end of term, the last date of which is not always 

certain, but I have decided to err on the side of generosity rather than the opposite. Comments about the content of papers given at the 

Socratic Club are not included when those talks appear in full in the Socratic Digest. A copy of the Socratic Digest can now be ordered 

online at Lulu.com. All photographs are original photographs taken by the originator of this chronology. Occasionally some events are 

included, which appear in Jackôs diary but not in the published version. 

 

Key Words: The word presumably means that Jack and/or Warren normally did a particular thing on a particular day, such as a meeting of 

the Inklings, or they wrote about their intent to do this, but we have no written record to confirm with certainty that it happened. The words 

perhaps and may mean the same thing, but there is less certainty about this event. The same is true of the question mark, which appears 

occasionally. The word approximately means that this event has been narrowed down to a few days, but we donôt know exactly which day. 

Start of term dates are easier to determine than end of term dates. See the end of this document for more information about the start of term. 

 



The Year 1894 (5) 

 

Summary: The marriage of C. S. Lewisô parents. 

 

March 23 Good Friday. 

March 25 Easter Sunday. 

May 18 Sunday. Flora Augusta Hamilton (1862-1908) celebrates her thirty-fourth birthday. 

August 23 Thursday. Albert Lewis (1863-1929) celebrates his thirty-first birthday. 

August 29 Wednesday. Albert Lewis, a solicitor who works in the Belfast Police Courts for the Belfast City Corporation,1 and Flora 

Hamilton (1862-1908) are married at St. Markôs, Dundela. 

 

                                                 
1 Sandy Smith, C. S. Lewis and the Island of His Birth: The Places, The Stories, The Inspiration, Derry-Londonderry: Lagan Press, 43. 



The Year 1895 (6) 

 

Summary: The birth of Warren Lewis, Jackôs older brother. 

 

April 12 Good Friday. 

April 14 Easter Sunday. 

June 16 Sunday. Warren Hamilton Lewis (1895-1973) is born in a semi-detached house in Dundela Villas. 

July 20  Saturday. Warren is baptized by his grandfather Thomas Hamilton at St. Markôs Church, Belfast. 

August 27 Tuesday. Joseph Arthur Greeves, later the lifelong friend of C. S. Lewis, is born.2 

August 29 Thursday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their first wedding anniversary. 

 

                                                 
2 Arthur Greeves Diaries, 1-9. 



The Year 1896 (5) 

 

Summary: An insignificant year, at least insofar as important events are concerned in the lives of the Lewis brothers. 

 

April 3  Good Friday. 

April 5  Easter Sunday. 

June 16 Tuesday. Warren celebrates his first birthday. 

August 29 Saturday. The second wedding anniversary of Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton. 

November Albert gives Warren his first book, Mother Gooseôs Nursery Rhymes, Tales and Jingles. 

 



The Year 1897 (4) 

 

Summary: An insignificant year. 

 

April 16 Good Friday. 

April 18 Easter Sunday. 

June 16 Wednesday. Warren celebrates his second birthday. 

August 29 Sunday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton observe their third wedding anniversary. 

 



The Year 1898 (6) 

 

Summary: The birth of C. S. Lewis. In this year, Miss Annie Harper begins to work as governess to the Lewis children. 

 

April 8 Good Friday. 

April 10 Easter Sunday. 

June 16 Thursday. Warren celebrates his third birthday. 

August 29 Monday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton observe their fourth wedding anniversary. 

November 9 Wednesday. Owen Barfield (1898-1997) is born. 

November 29 Tuesday. Clive Staples Lewis is born in one of a pair of semi-detached houses in Dundela Villas,3 located in the Dundela 

neighborhood within the Strandtown district of Belfast. 

 

                                                 
3 These houses were torn down in 1952. The current location has apartments named Dundela Flats, located at 47 Dundela Avenue, about two miles from Little Lea. 



The Year 1899 (6) 

 

Summary: The baptism of C. S. Lewis and the fifth wedding anniversary of his parents. 

 

January 29 Sunday. Clive is baptized by his grandfather Rev. Thomas Hamilton at St. Markôs Church, Belfast. 

March 31 Good Friday. 

April 2  Easter Sunday. 

June 16 Friday. Warren celebrates his fourth birthday. 

August 29 Tuesday. The fifth wedding anniversary of Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton. 

November 29 Wednesday. Clive celebrates his first birthday. 

 



The Year 1900 (12) 

 

Summary: An insignificant year, but one showing the precocious nature of C. S. Lewis. 

 

April 13 Good Friday. 

April 15 Easter Sunday. 

May 3 Thursday. Flora is at Ty-Isa with Warren this morning. Warren misses his father and asks every morning if his father will be 

home tonight.4 

May 7 Monday. Flora has Warren and Jack out until dinner time.5 

May 8 Tuesday. Flora is visited by Annie with her nurse and baby, and Clive wants to look at the baby, but objects to being asked to 

kiss it.6 

June 16 Saturday. Warren celebrates his fifth birthday. 

August 6-7 Monday-Tuesday. Flora Lewis and a nurse take the two boys on a vacation to Quay Road, Ballycastle, County Antrim, 

staying in Ballycastle at least through August 29. 

August 6 Monday. Flora writes a letter to Albert. Warren sniffs, and Clive says, ñWarnie wipe nose.ò Warren is greatly interested in 

brick-making. Clive asks for Albert frequently. He likes the piano and invites Warren to play for him.7 

August 16 Thursday. Flora writes in a letter to Albert that Clive asks for him frequently.8 

August 19 Sunday. Flora writes to Albert about staying with Warren and Jack in the morning.9 

August 29 Wednesday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their sixth wedding anniversary. 

November 29 Thursday. Clive celebrates his second birthday. 

 

                                                 
4 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 298. 
5 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 299. 
6 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 306f. 
7 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 306f. 
8 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 308. 
9 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 309. 



The Year 1901 (21) 

 

Summary: Another insignificant year, again showing the precocious nature of C. S. Lewis while vacationing at a favorite spot at Castlerock. 

 

January 22 Tuesday. Queen Victoria dies. Edward VII comes to the throne. 

March 31 Sunday. The Census of Ireland records the names of servants Martha Barber, Presbyterian, and Sarah Ann Conlon, Roman 

Catholic, as resident at House 21 in Dundela Avenue (Victoria, Down).10 Barber was the nurse for the children, and Conlon 

was the cook. Barber would be replaced later this year by Lizzie Endicott, who first appears in June of this year.11 

April 5  Good Friday. 

April 7  Easter Sunday. 

 

June 1901 

(WarrenðCastlerock; JackðCastlerock) 

 

June-July Flora, Warren, Jack, and Lizzie Endicott vacation at Bath Villa at the seaside resort of Castlerock.12 They arrive by train 

(which delights Jack) at Castlerock by taking the 12:25 from Belfast and arriving at Castlerock at 3:10 p.m. Warren and Jack 

are down on the sand at the seashore every morning.13 Sometime during their early June stay, Flora takes Jack to a shop and 

buys him a toy engine. The woman running the shop asks Jack if she should tie a string to the engine (apparently to make it a 

pull-toy), and he says, ñBaby doesnôt see any string on the engines what baby sees in the station.ò14 

June 10 Monday. Flora writes to Albert from Bath Villa, indicating they have been there at least since Friday, June 8.15 

June 15 Saturday. Warren receives a book from Miss Harper for his birthday.16 

June 16 Sunday. Warren celebrates his sixth birthday, apparently at Castlerock, and goes to church with his mother.17 

June 17 Monday. Warren receives a toy in the mail from his father for his birthday.18 

June 18 Tuesday. Warren writes to his father about playing in the sand today, thanking him for a toy for his birthday.19 

                                                 
10 Alister McGrath, C. S. Lewis, A Life: Eccentric Genius. Reluctant Prophet, 5. 
11 Sandy Smith, C. S. Lewis and the Island of His Birth, Derry-Londonderry: Lagan Press, 2013, 29. 
12 A coastal resort area on the northern coast of Northern Ireland in County Londonderry 62 miles northwest of Belfast and just east of Lough Foyle. 
13 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 314. 
14 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 318. 
15 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 314. 
16 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 318. 
17 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 318. 
18 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 317. 
19 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 319. 

 



June 26 Wednesday. Flora takes Warren and Jack to see the train, and one of the engine drivers invites Warren to see the engine. 

Then she takes him swimming.20 

 

July 1901 

(WarrenðCastlerock; JackðCastlerock) 

 

July 10 Wednesday. Flora writes to Albert about Warrenôs swim today, Jackôs being frightened by a thunderstorm yesterday, and 

Albertôs letter.21 

July 12 Friday. Warren and Jack enjoy two bands and especially their drums on the anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne (1690), the 

most important public holiday in Ulster.22 

July 25 Thursday. Flora writes to Albert about coming home with Jack and Warren, next week.23 

July 27 Saturday. Lizzie Endicott takes Warren and Jack to Downhill, which is near Castlerock, Jack using his tricycle.24 Dating from 

1776, Downhill House is a ruined house which was once the residence of Frederick Hervey, the fourth Earl of Bristol and 

also Bishop of Derry. 

July 31 Wednesday. Flora, Warren, and Jack (and Lizzie Endicott) leave Castlerock on the 12:40 train and arrive in Belfast at 3:00 

p.m.25 

August 29 Thursday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their seventh wedding anniversary. 

September 11 Saturday. Warren writes to his mother from Dundela Villa where he and Jack are being watched by Lizzie Endicott and 

Charlotte.26 

September 12 Sunday. Warren and Jack visit Ty-Isa.27 

September 13 Monday. Warren writes to his mother, who is in Scotland, from Dundela Villa.28 

November 29 Friday. Jack celebrates his third birthday. 

 

                                                 
20 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 321f. 
21 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 325f. 
22 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 2, 326. 
23 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 3. 
24 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 4. 
25 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 5. 
26 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 5. 
27 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 6. Ty-Isa means ñthe red houseò in Welsh. 
28 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 6. 



The Year 1902 (5) 

 

Summary: An insignificant year. 

 

March 28 Good Friday. 

March 30 Easter Sunday. 

June 16 Monday. Warren celebrates his seventh birthday. 

August 29 Friday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their eighth wedding anniversary. 

November 29 Saturday. Jack celebrates his fourth birthday. 

 



The Year 1903 (10) 

 

Summary: A year in which C. S. Lewis began to be called Jack. 

 

Jack and Warrenôs paternal grandmother, Martha Gee Lewis, dies this year, and her husband Richard Lewis comes to live with them.29 

Beatrix Potterôs (1866-1943) Squirrel Nutkin is published in August. 

 

April 10 Good Friday. 

April 12 Easter Sunday. 

May  Flora, Warren, and Jack vacation at Spa Hotel at the seaside resort of Ballynahinch, County Down, fifteen miles south of 

Belfast. 

May 11 Monday. Flora writes to Albert about their vacation activities. Jack asks every day if his father will remember to buy him a 

set of chess men.30 

May 14 Thursday. Flora writes to Albert about the bad weather the past two days, remarking that they will return home on Monday.31 

May 16 Saturday. Flora writes to Albert about Jackôs improved health.32 

May 18 Monday. Flora, Warren, and Jack leave the Spa Hotel on the 2:20 train and arrive home at around 3:00 p.m. after their 

vacation.33 

June 16 Tuesday. Warren celebrates his eighth birthday. 

August 29 Saturday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their ninth wedding anniversary. 

November 29 Sunday. Jack celebrates his fifth birthday. By this time he no longer answers to ñClive,ò only to ñJack,ò apparently having 

transferred to himself the name Jacksie from a pet that died. 

 

                                                 
29 Colin Duriez, C. S. Lewis: A Biography of Friendship, Oxford, England: Lion Hudson, 2013. Kindle edition. 
30 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 13f. 
31 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 15. 
32 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 16. 
33 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 15. 



The Year 1904 (14) 

 

Summary: Albert Lewis was searching for a good English school to which to send his sons. 

 

April 1 Good Friday. 

April 3 Easter Sunday. 

June-August Flora, Warren, and Jack vacation with their mother at Clifton Terrace, Castlerock. The boys spend a lot of time in the sand at 

the shore.34 

June 16 Thursday. Warren celebrates his ninth birthday. 

August The family home, Little Lea, is under construction. 

August 19 Friday. Albert leaves Castlerock after spending a few days with the family.35 

August 20 Saturday. Warren is in bed all day, feeling poorly.36 

August 22 Monday. Flora writes to Albert about their vacation activities at Castlerock.37 

August 26 Friday. Flora writes to Albert about their vacation activities at Castlerock, with Jack and Warren swimming almost daily and 

sometimes multiple times each day.38 

August 28 Sunday. Flora writes to Albert about their vacation activities at Castlerock.39 

August 29 Monday. The tenth wedding anniversary of Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton is celebrated, with Flora in Castlerock and 

Albert in Belfast.40 

September 2 Wednesday. Flora returns home with Jack and Warren.41 

November 29 Tuesday. Jack celebrates his sixth birthday. 

December Albert Lewis corresponds with W. T. Kirkpatrick (1848-1941), Robert Capron as well as the firm of Gabbitas, Thring & 

Company about schooling for his sons. Kirkpatrick recommends Rhyl.42 

 

                                                 
34 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 18. 
35 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 18. 
36 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 18. 
37 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 21. 
38 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 21. 
39 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 24. 
40 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 24. 
41 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 24. 
42 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 28. 



The Year 1905 (36) 

 

Summary: This is the year in which the Lewis family moved to Little Lea, as the family income and prestige grew. Albert sent Warren to 

Wynyard School to which Jack would also be sent later. The toy garden experience probably happened in this year. In this year also, George 

MacDonald died. 

 

Jackôs experience with Warrenôs toy garden takes place in Dundela before the family moves to Little Lea, so it probably occurs in spring 

1905.43 

 

April 1905 

 

April 7 Friday. Flora Lewis receives the offer of John W. Rigby to move their furniture to 

Little Lea.44 

April 21 Good Friday. The Lewis family moves to Little Lea (photo to the right).45 The 

Lewis family sleeps in Little Lea for the first time.46 

April 23 Easter Sunday. 

 

May 1905 

 

May 10 Wednesday. Warren leaves for Wynyard School, Watford, Hertfordshire, 

England, leaving Belfast and crossing to Fleetwood, England, about sixty miles 

north of Liverpool, this evening on an overnight boat with Flora.47 

May 11 Thursday. Warren and Flora arrive at Wynyard School in the afternoon.48 

May 14 Sunday. Warren writes to his mother, asking for a pair of white tennis shoes. 

Math is not going well for him. He is sorry about Floraôs headache and thinks Mr. 

                                                 
43 This note with the help of Andrew Lazo, Surprised by Joy, and the Early Prose Joy. 
44 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 31. 
45 It was on April 18 according to Collected Letters, I, 1 
46 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 31. 
47 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 32. 
48 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 34. 

 



Robert Capron (who is 54 years old with a son, John Wynyard Capron, and three daughters, Dorothy, Eva, and Nora49) is 

very funny at meals.50 

May 19  Friday. Floraôs father, Thomas Hamilton (1826-1905), dies at 10:00 a.m. this morning.51 

May 21 Sunday. Warren writes to Flora about receiving her letter today, which told of her fatherôs death.52 

May 28 Sunday. Warren writes to Jack, thanking him for his letter.53 

 

June 1905 

 

June 1 Thursday. Warren writes to Jack, asking about the new house.54 

June 5 Monday. Warren writes to his father about his lessons, grandfather, and asking for Joeyôs address, and he writes to his mother 

about his lessons in geography, history, and spelling.55 

June 9 Friday. Warren writes to Jack about St. Johnôs church in Watford, the boys at school, and the school.56 

June 16 Friday. Warren celebrates his tenth birthday. 

June 19 Monday. Warren writes to his mother about church music, the weather, and Jackôs birthday gift of chocolate and Albertôs gift 

of a book for his birthday.57 

June 21 Wednesday. Warren writes to his father about reading a chapter of his Bible every morning.58 

Late June Warren reads The Three Musketeers.59 

 

July 1905 

 

July 18 Tuesday. Warren writes to Jack about the chocolate Jack sent for his birthday, Joey, and Joeyôs postcard.60 

July 30 Sunday. Warren writes to his father and mother about cricket, coming home, and a postcard from Miss Annie Harper.61 

 

                                                 
49 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 36. 
50 The Lewis Papers, III, 42. 
51 The Lewis Papers, III, 42. 
52 The Lewis Papers, III, 43. 
53 The Lewis Papers, III, 43. 
54 The Lewis Papers, III, 43. 
55 The Lewis Papers, III, 44. 
56 The Lewis Papers, III, 45. 
57 The Lewis Papers, III, 45. 
58 The Lewis Papers, III, 48. 
59 Brothers & Friends, 289. Note the discrepancy with June 1906. There is some question whether this happened in 1905 or 1906. 
60 The Lewis Papers, III, 49. 
61 The Lewis Papers, III, 51. 

 



August 1905 

 

August 1 Tuesday. Warren returns home.62 

August 29 Tuesday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their eleventh wedding anniversary. 

 

September 1905 

 

September 9 Saturday. Flora, Warren, and Jack leave to vacation at the seaside resort of Bangor Arms Hotel, Killough, County Down. 

They arrive in the afternoon, have tea at 8:00, and go to bed.63 

September 10 Sunday. Flora writes to Albert about their travels, their accommodations, and the coastal fishing village of Ardglass in 

County Down, which is twenty-eight miles southeast of Belfast.64 

September 12 Tuesday. Flora, Warren, and Jack go to the lighthouse at St. Johnôs Point. They go up in the lighthouse, and the keeper of the 

lighthouse lights it up for them. They get a complete tour of the lighthouse.65 

September 13 Wednesday. Flora writes to Albert about their activities in Killough, including a drive to Ardglass today, about two miles east 

of Killough.66 

September 14 Thursday. Flora takes Warren and Jack to Dunluce Castle at Portrush near the Atlantic Ocean. 

September 15 Friday. Flora writes to Albert about the trip to Dunluce Castle, a cave, the white rocks, and sandy beaches. 

September 16 Saturday. Flora, Warren, and Jack return home.67 

September 18 Monday. George MacDonald dies in Ashtead, Surrey, United Kingdom, just five miles northeast of Great Bookham. 

September 24 Sunday. Warren writes home from Wynyard School, requesting some stamps.68 

 

October 1905 

 

October 2 Monday. Warren writes to his mother and father from Watford about the weather, hockey, football, and his grandfather.69 

October 7 Saturday. Warren writes to his mother and father from Watford about school, hockey, and Caesar.70 

 

                                                 
62 The Lewis Papers, III, 51. 
63 The Lewis Papers, III, 51. 
64 The Lewis Papers, III, 51. 
65 The Lewis Papers, III, 52. 
66 The Lewis Papers, III, 52. 
67 The Lewis Papers, III, 52. 
68 The Lewis Papers, III, 52. 
69 The Lewis Papers, III, 53. 
70 The Lewis Papers, III, 56. 

 



November 1905 

 

November Jack writes to Warren at Wynyard School about his canary, the family dog, Latin, French, and fireworks on Halloween. 

November 19 Sunday. Warren writes to his mother and father from Watford about the weather, Latin, and how grandfather is doing.71 

November 29 Wednesday. Jack celebrates his seventh birthday. 

 

December 1905 

 

December Beginning in this month, Conan Doyleôs Sir Nigel is serialized through December 1906. 

December 19 Tuesday. Today is the end of term at Wynyard School.72 

 

                                                 
71 The Lewis Papers, III, 59. 
72 The Lewis Papers, III, 64. 



The Year 1906 (23) 

 

Summary: While Warren is at Wynyard School, he corresponds with members of his family. Both Warren and Jack visit Dunluce Castle 

while at Castlerock, a castle that some think provided the inspiration for Cair Paravel. 

 

When events happen during a particular year, but are not dated to a specific month, they appear as an introductory paragraph to that year, 

thus: Jack writes to Warren at Wynyard School about Boxen (eventually published on May 28, 1985).73 

 

March 1906 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

March 4 Sunday. Warren writes to his mother and father about the cake that they sent, Jack, a football match, and going to St. Albanôs 

on Monday.74 

 

April 1906 

 

April 13 Good Friday. 

April 15 Easter Sunday. 

 

June 1906 

 

June   Second half of the month, Warren reads Alexandre Dumasôs The Three Musketeers for the first time.75 

June 16 Saturday. Warren celebrates his eleventh birthday. 

 

August 1906 

 

August 29 Wednesday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their twelfth wedding anniversary. 

 

September 1906 

(WarrenðCastlerock; JackðCastlerock) 

                                                 
73 ñThe Imaginary World of the Young C. S. Lewis,ò edited by Walter Hooper. Harcourt 1985; also published in 2008 by HarperCollins in a more complete version. 
74 The Lewis Papers, III, 64. 
75 Note the discrepancy with June 1905. There is some question whether this happened in 1905 or 1906. 

 



 

September Flora, Warren, and Clive vacation at Castlerock, and while there they visit Dunluce Castle (probably the event of September 

14).76 

September 3 Monday. Flora, Warren, and Jack watch a boat from the United States at Castlerock.77 

September 4 Tuesday. Flora writes to Albert about Castlerock.78 

September 5 Wednesday. Flora writes to Albert. Jacks has a fever since last night.79 Warren spends part of the day catching 43 shrimp, 

which they boil for tea.80 

September 6 Thursday. Flora writes to Albert. Jacks is better this morning, but he has to stay in bed today.81 

September 10 Monday. Flora, Warren, and Jacks walk to Downhill to see some pheasant.82 

September 11 Tuesday. Flora writes to Albert from Castlerock. Warren has been swimming, and Jacks wants to, but is not allowed, 

probably because of his recent illness.83 

September 12 Wednesday. Flora, Warren, and Jacks go to Portrush by train at 11:00 a.m., enjoying the electric tram on the way. A terrier 

bites Jacks on the back of the leg.84 

September 13 Thursday. Flora writes to Albert from Castlerock. She plans to return on Wednesday, September 19, by way of Fleetwood.85 

September 14 Friday. Flora, Jack, and Warren go to Portrush again and see Dunluce Castle.86 

September 15 Saturday. Flora writes to Albert from Castlerock about the return train, Portrush yesterday with Dunluce Castle, and Nellie 

Pattersonôs health.87 

September 19 Wednesday. Presumably, Flora, Warren, and Jack return by way of Fleetwood at 1:00 p.m. and arrive at 3:10.88 

 

October 1906 

 

November 1906 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

                                                 
76 According to Jackôs letter to Arthur, Oct. 5, 1915, Collected Letters, I, 143. 
77 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 71. 
78 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 71. 
79 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 72. 
80 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 72. 
81 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 72. 
82 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 73. 
83 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 73f. 
84 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 73. 
85 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 73. 
86 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 74. 
87 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 74f. 
88 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 74. 

 



 

November Jack writes to Warren about Boxen being convulsed.89 

November 11 Sunday. Warren writes to Albert and Flora about Castlerock, the upcoming end of term, Jack, Latin, French, grandfather, and 

a visit to St. Albanôs.90 

November 26 Sunday. Warren goes to church. Warren writes home from Wynyard School in Watford about grandfather, the weather, and 

geometry and other subjects, planning to write a birthday letter to Jack.91 

November 29 Thursday. Jack celebrates his eighth birthday. 

 

December 1906 

 

December Ending in this month, Conan Doyleôs Sir Nigel has been serialized since December 1905. 

 

                                                 
89 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 76. 
90 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 75. 
91 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 76. 



The Year 1907 (26) 

 

Summary: Jack read Paradise Lost at the age of eight. Jack and Warren were both writing childrenôs stories. During the late summer, Flora, 

Warren, and Jack vacationed at Berneval, Northern France, stopping in London on the way to see Trafalgar Square, the Embankment, the 

zoo, and Westminster. 

 

Near the end of 1907 Jack writes an account of his life.92 Jack writes the poem ñThe Old Grey Mare.ò93 

 

February 1907 

(WarrenðWynyard School; JackðBelfast) 

 

February 18 Saturday. Jack writes a picture postcard to Warren about Tommy and ñDominus.ò94 

 

March 1907 

 

March 5 Sunday. Jack enters in his diary that he has read Paradise Lost.95 

March 29 Good Friday. 

March 31 Easter Sunday. 

 

May 1907 

 

May 18 Saturday. Jack writes to Warren about the telephone installation, the summer trip to France, and the play he is writing.96 

 

June 1907 

 

June 12 Wednesday. Jack writes a short note to Warren about the postcard Warren sent and a letter he wrote to Tommy.97 

June 16 Sunday. Warren celebrates his twelfth birthday. 

                                                 
92 Colin Duriez, C. S. Lewis: A Biography of Friendship, Kindle edition, chapter 1. 
93 The Collected Poems of C. S. Lewis, edited by Don W. King, 9. 
94 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 78. 
95 George Sayer, Jack, 51. 
96 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 79. 
97 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 79. 

 



 

August 1907 

 

August? Jack writes to Warren about the history of Mouse-land, thanking him for some postcards. 

August 20 Tuesday. Flora writes to Albert about her trip with Warren and Jack to London, Trafalgar Square, Regentôs Park, the 

Embankment, Westminster, the zoo, and Albertôs birthday on Friday, August 23.98 

August 23 Friday. Albert Lewis celebrates his birthday. 

August 29 Thursday. Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton celebrate their thirteenth wedding anniversary. 

Aug.-Sept. Flora, Warren, and Jack vacation at Berneval, Northern France, stopping in London on the way to see Trafalgar Square, the 

Embankment, the zoo, and Westminster.99 In France, they stay at an inn kept by Monsieur and Madame Denerson.100 On the 

way back they spend two days in London, visiting the Tower of London.101 

 

September 1907 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

September 2 Sunday. Flora, Warren, and Jack go to church twice.102 

September 4 Wednesday. Jack and Warren both write to their father from their vacation hotel with their mother in Pension Petit-Vallon, 

Berneval, Près Dieppe, in France. Flora also writes to Albert. They go for a swim this morning in the sea. They are staying at 

a hotel and will go to a little village called St. Martin this afternoon. Jack is writing ñLiving Races of Mouse-land.ò They 

attend a pageant in the evening at another hotel.103 Tonight Jack is one of the Princes in the Tower104 during Tableaux, and 

Warren is a man as well as ñThe Dirty Boyò of the advertisements.105 

September 11 Wednesday. Flora writes to Albert. Warren wants to see the British Museum and Jack the Tower of London on the way 

home. They plan to leave on the 18th.106 

September 18 Wednesday. Flora and the boys leave France by boat in the evening for London, arriving at about 8:00 p.m.107 
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September 19 Thursday. Flora takes the boys to the Tower of London and then to the British Museum in the morning. Then she gets them 

both haircuts. Flora takes Warren to Watford in the afternoon to begin school again.108 

September 20 Friday. Flora and Jack are staying at the Morris Hotel, 2, Craven Street, Strand. Flora and Jack leave for home.109 

September 21 Saturday. Flora and Jack arrive home in the morning.110 

 

October 1907 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

October 8 Tuesday. Warren writes to Jack about a football match, Miss Annie Harper the governess, and grandfather.111 

October 19 Saturday. Warren writes to his mother, needing two shillings for Mr. Capronôs birthday and some stamps.112 

 

November 1907 

 

November 23 Saturday. Uncle Dick (Richard Lewis) visits the Lewis family, probably in Westdene and Dunbar, Scotland.113 

November 29 Friday. Jack celebrates his ninth birthday. He receives a book from his father and a postcard album from his mother.114 

 

December 1907 

 

December Jack writes his first diary, ñMy Life during the Xmas Holidays of 1907.ò The family has a dog named Tim, a black and white 

mouse named Tommy, and a canary named Peter. They have two helpers, Miss Maude Scott, the maid, and Martha (Mat), the 

cook. Miss Annie Harper is the governess.115 

December 9 Monday. Jack is sick with the croup.116 

December 25 Wednesday. Christmas Day. After recovering from the croup, Jack gets it again and is unable to attend Robôs party today. 

Jack gives Warren a diabolo for Christmas, and he gets ñMecanis117 made easyò from Warren, a calendar and album from the 

girls, a paint box from Flora, a flash from Albert, ten shillings from grandfather (which Warren also receives), and two books 
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from grandmother and Albert. With their shillings they buy some conjuring tricks from A. W. Gamage and put on a 

performance, Warren performing as Professor Bruser Esq. At the performance Jack says, ñLadies and Gentlemen, I have 

come here tonight in the hopes of entertaining and amusing you with the help of my good friend Professor Bruser Esq., the 

same shall now perform.ò118 
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The Year 1908 (62) 

 

Summary: On April 2, Richard Lewis, Jack and Warrenôs paternal grandfather, died. On August 23, after a long illness Flora Lewis died of 

cancer. Jack did a lot of writing, some of it about Animal-Land, and he read Paradise Lost for the second time. On September 3, Joseph 

Lewis, one of Albertôs brothers, died. On September 18, Jack started school at Wynyard School, joining Warren who was already there. 

Shortly after October 1, Warrenôs and Jackôs letters motivated Albert to send Annie Hamilton, his sister-in-law, to Wynyard to investigate 

Wynyard School, after which things seemed to improve at the school. 

 

During this year the Lewis family donates a set of communion ware to St. Markôs, Dundela.119 

 

January 1908 

(Warrenðprobably Belfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

January 21 Tuesday. Miss Annie Harper keeps a list of the work Jack is to do today. It includes Ps. 63:1-2, the first half of the poem 

ñBernardo del Carpio,ò spelling, a chapter on history, the grammar of the verb ñto be,ò and some tables.120 

 

February 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

February 1 Saturday. Albert records in his diary that Doctors Campbell and Leslie consult at Little Lea about Floraôs health. 

February 7 Friday. Warren writes to Jack about sending Warren some postcards.121 

February 8 Saturday. Jack writes that he will write to Warren on Ash Wednesday, which is March 4.122 

February 9 Sunday. Floraôs mother writes to Flora about her illness.123 

February 11 Tuesday. Flora writes to Warren about Mr. Capron, Warrenôs algebra and Latin, and that she will have an operation later that 

week.124 
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February 12 Wednesday. Nurse A. M. Davison arrives at Little Lea to care for Flora Lewis. Warren writes to Flora about Mr. Capronôs 

accusations of Warrenôs laziness and ñutter failure.ò125 Warren writes to Jack, perhaps enclosing it with his letter to Flora, 

about getting two picture postcards, one of the Lusitania and one of the Mauritania.126 

February 15 Saturday. Flora undergoes major cancer surgery (or on Friday, February 14127). Warren sends a telegram home asking about 

his mother.128 

February 18 Tuesday. Warren writes to Jack, inquiring about Floraôs health on a postcard that has a picture of the Fleetwood boat. 

February 23 Sunday. Jack writes about his writings, i.e. building of the promenade (a tale), man against man (a novel), town (an essay), 

relief of Murry (a history), Bunny (a paper), Home Rule (an essay), Trade (an essay), and his life (a journal).129 

 

March 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

March 3 Tuesday. Jack begins to write a diary. After breakfast he takes a morning stroll and meets a young Mr. Paterson and his 

father. Miss Harper comes, and Jack does his lessons. After dinner he writes his diary. Then Albert comes home, they have 

tea, and eventually Jack goes to bed.130 

March 4 Ash Wednesday. Jack rises, has breakfast, writes in his diary, and then goes to sheep valley. Miss Annie Harper comes to 

look for Jack, so Jack goes to her house and has dinner there. He plays with Joey, has tea, and then goes home. He writes to 

Warren.131 

March 5 Thursday. Jack writes to Warren about the morning frost, breakfast, seeing his father off to work, Miss Harper, lessons at 

Latin, dinner, doing some carpentry work, reading Paradise Lost, writing reflections on Paradise Lost, and his diary, all at 

Little Lea.132 

March 21 Saturday. Warren writes to his father, mother, and Jack just before dinner about their letters and magazines, Floraôs 

improvement in health, the end of term in three weeks, and going to church this morning.133 

March 24 Tuesday. Albert writes in his diary that his father Richard had a stroke this evening. 

March 28 Saturday. Jack writes in his diary about Gaul being divided into three parts, a reference to his studies in Latin.134 
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April 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

April 2 Thursday. Nine days after his stroke, Richard Lewis, grandfather of Jack and Warren, dies at 1:00 p.m. with Mary Hamilton 

(Albertôs mother-in-law), Albert, and the nurse present.135 

April 17 Good Friday. 

April 19 Easter Sunday. 

 

May 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

May  Jack writes to Warren about the Chains Memorial Lighthouse at the entrance to Larne Harbour and about Lord Big. 

May 20 Wednesday. Flora and Jack are at Larne Harbour for a convalescent visit with Uncle Dick and Aunt Agnes. Warren is away 

at Wynyard School. Flora writes a letter to Warren about being at Ty-na-mara (the ñLarne House,ò which Albert manages 

after Josephôs death later this year) where Joseph and Mary Taggart live, Warrenôs clothing, Jack watching the boats, Jack 

going to Island Magee136 today, and Warrenôs studies. Jack apparently writes a note, included with Floraôs letter, about ñLord 

Big,ò going to Chains Memorial lighthouse at the entrance to Larne Harbor, and Jackôs letters.137 

 

June 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

June 14 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren (Badge) about Floraôs health, Warrenôs upcoming birthday, a book as a birthday present, 

and Warrenôs studies.138 

June 15 Monday. Flora writes her last letter to Warren to wish him a happy birthday. Albert writes to Warren from his office, sending 

along some postal orders from Flora.139 

June 16 Tuesday. Warren celebrates his thirteenth birthday. 

June 19 Friday. In the evening Warren and other students play cricket.140 
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June 20 Saturday. The Wynyard School has a cricket match, which Warren observes.141 

June 21 Sunday. Possibly on this Sunday, Warren writes to Albert about his typical Sunday schedule. They get up at 7:30, they do 

prep from 8:00 to 8:30 and from 8:45 to 9:15, lessons are heard from 9:15 to 9:45, 9:45 to 10 they have partly to themselves 

and they get ready for church, from noon to 12:30 or 12:45 they spend on Greek, dinner at 1:00, letter-writing from 1:25 to 

2:00, going for a walk from 2 to 4, 4:00 to 4:15 on Greek, 4:15 to 5:00 for themselves, 5:30 to 5:50 on hearing Greek, 6 to 7 

on prep, 7:00 to 8:30 to themselves, then bedtime at 8:30.142 

June 24 Wednesday. Albert writes to Warren from his office at 83 Royal Avenue, Belfast, informing him that Flora is terminally ill, 

but also about the problems at Wynyard.143 

June 25 Thursday. Albert writes to Warren from his office at 83 Royal Avenue, Belfast, about Flora, Nurse Brady, and Warrenôs 

lessons.144 

June 26 Friday. Albert writes to Warren from his office at 83 Royal Avenue, Belfast, about Flora having a fairly good night last night, 

Albertôs health, Warrenôs studies, and trials.145 

June 27 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren from his office at 83 Royal Avenue, Belfast, about Flora and a couple of books he sent 

yesterday for Warrenôs birthday.146 

June 30 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren from his office at 83 Royal Avenue, Belfast, about Flora, and he sends some money.147 

 

July 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðBelfast) 

 

July 8  Wednesday. Warren comes home early from Wynyard because of Floraôs illness. 

July 21 Tuesday. Eva Capron, the youngest of Mr. Capronôs three daughters, writes to Warren about sending his clothes, the cat, and 

hoping to hear from him.148 

July 22  Wednesday. Annie Harper writes to Warren about Floraôs illness, her sympathies, and Nurse Davison.149 
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August 1908 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

August 21 Friday. Albert writes in his diary about the goodness of God and eternal life. Mary 

Ewart writes to Jack from Langham Hotel, London, about Jackôs letter, Flora, and 

Cousin Quartus.150 

August 23 Sunday. Florence Augusta Hamilton Lewis dies of cancer on Albertôs forty-fifth 

birthday at 6:30 a.m.151 The family calendar contains a quotation from 

Shakespeareôs King Lear, ñMen must endure their going hence.ò 

August 24 Monday. Annie Harper writes to Jack and Warren with her sympathies.152 

August 25 Tuesday. Flora Lewis is buried.153 Robert Capron writes a letter of sympathy to Warren.154 

August 29 Saturday. This day would have been the fourteenth wedding anniversary of Albert Lewis and Flora Hamilton. 

 

September 1908 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

September 3 Thursday. Joseph Lewis, one of Albertôs brothers, born in 1856, dies at 7:00 p.m. 

September 15 Tuesday. Robert Capron writes a letter of sympathy to Albert Lewis.155 

September 18 Friday. Jack starts school at Wynyard School. Warren continues at Wynyard. 

September 19? Saturday. Jack writes home about the trip to London with Warren, stating that he thinks he will like Wynyard School. 

September 20 Sunday. Albert writes to both Warren and Jack about their crossing over to England, the new school, and their studies.156 

September 22 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs letter, sending some things to Warren, and some stamps.157 

September 27 Sunday. Warren is too ill to attend church, but Jack is able to go to a high Anglican church, St. Johnôs Church, Watford. 
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Shakespeare's Globe, 1997 



September 29 Tuesday. Jack writes home, stating that Mr. Capron said ñcurse the boyò about Warren and stating that he canôt stand 

Wynyard School. Warren writes two letters to his father about playing football in the hot sun, his playbox, trouble with Wyn 

Capron, his desire to leave Wynyard, and Mr. Capron accusing him of lying.158 

 

October 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

October 1 Thursday. Warren writes home about Jackôs box, Wyn Capron, and Mr. Capron. Soon after this, Albert sends Annie 

Hamilton, his sister-in-law, to Wynyard to investigate Wynyard School.159 

October 2 Friday. Around this time Aunt Annie takes Jack and Warren to visit the Franco-British exhibition in London. They see a 

working Irish village demonstrating colonial life and local industry.160  

October 3 Saturday. Jack writes home about the Franco-British exhibition and the high church he attends and doesnôt like, stating that 

they are doing much better. Warren writes to his father about Mr. Capron, Aunt Annieôs visit, the exhibition, and the reasons 

they canôt leave school now.161 Warren is ill  with a headache. 

October 25 Sunday. Jack and Warren write home. Jack writes about Mr. Capron, Warren not being lazy, and Maud, while Warren writes 

about not cheating (because he was accused of cheating), Rev. Capron, being deposed from a captaincy, and ragging.162 

October 26 Monday. Albert writes to Jack about Warren being in trouble, Aunt Annie, and Sandycroft.163 

October 27 Tuesday. Albert writes to Mr. Capron about Warrenôs truthfulness, Warrenôs alleged laziness, and his plans for removing the 

boys at the end of this term (which he does not end up doing).164 

 

November 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

November 22? Sunday. Jack and others attend St. Johnôs Church, Watford, where Wyn Capron, son of the Headmaster, preaches. Jack writes 

home about the end of term on December 17 and starting a book club. Warren writes home about Albertôs back pain, Mr. 

Capron, twenty days left in term, and Jackôs hard work at school.165 

November 27 Friday. Jack writes home about liking Mr. Capron and leaving Wynyard School. 
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November 28 Saturday. Albert writes to Jack (calling him Klicks), wishing him a happy birthday. His birthday gift, which is a book entitled 

Joseph, arrives.166 

November 29 Sunday. Jack celebrates his tenth birthday. He writes to his father Albert, thanking him for his birthday gift, a book called 

Joseph, and asking about the dog, Aunt Annie, and Albertôs back. Warren also writes to his father about Jackôs birthday, the 

arrival of the book yesterday, and the end of term.167 

 

December 1908 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

December 11 Friday. Albert writes to Warren about end of term, travel money, and getting a cab home when they arrive.168 

December 15 Tuesday. Warren and Jack leave Wynyard School and cross over to Northern Ireland by way of the Fleetwood Express. 

December 17 Thursday. This is the end of term at Wynyard School. 

December 25 Friday. Christmas Day. By this time Edith Nesbitôs ñThe Aunt and Amabel,ò one of the stories in The Magic World, is 

published, which Jack reads.169 A family picture is taken in which Jack appears, along with his father Albert Lewis, Warren 

Lewis, Mary Warren Hamilton (his maternal grandmother), Ruth Hamilton170 (cousin), Harley Hamilton (cousin), John 

Hamilton, and Anne Harley Hamilton (aunt). 
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The Year 1909 (158) 

 

Summary: This is a year in which both Warren and Jack attended Wynyard School. On September 16, however, Warren began school at 

Malvern College. Among his various readings this year, Jack enjoyed H. G. Wellsô novels.  

 

January 1909 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

January 1 Friday. Jack goes to a hockey match.171 

January 2 Saturday. Jack goes to a football match, Penrith vs. Wigton. He plays cards with Percy. 

January 3 Sunday. Jack goes to church, then to Pooley by way of Danmallet (both probably stores), getting back at 5:25 p.m. 

January 4 Monday. Jack goes downtown, then to Kroppings. 

January 5 Tuesday. Jack plays footer, and in the afternoon he goes with Duncan to see a hockey match. 

January 6 Wednesday. Jack goes round with letters and plays hockey. 

January 7 Thursday. Jack goes round with letters and goes to Bowscar Christening tree. 

January 8 Friday. Jack goes to Mr. Leach, the exhibition of pictures. 

January 9 Saturday. Jack plays golf with Mr. Leach, goes to an Edenhall conjuring entertainment, and then tobogganing. 

January 10 Sunday. Jack goes to church, then on a walk past Bowscar, and reads his book. 

January 11 Monday. Jack goes to Mrs. Hudsonôs, plays cards, and goes to the Learmonth players. 

January 12 Tuesday. Jack goes tobogganing, to the Littleôs party, plays games, and dances. 

January 13 Wednesday. Jack goes to Mrs. Charles Fergusonôs for tea and gets a box rule and chocolates. 

January 14 Thursday. Jack goes to the Parry and gets his feet wet. 

January 15 Friday. Jack goes to the Leaven. 

January 16 Saturday. Jack goes tobogganing and reads his book. 

January 17 Sunday. Jack goes to church and reads his book. 

January 18 Monday. Jack goes to Dalmuir in a motor car. 

January 19 Tuesday. Jack goes shopping. 

January 21 Thursday. Jack goes to school, and he meets Mr. Illingworth from Oxenholm. 

January 22 Friday. Jack goes for a walk in the afternoon. 

January 23 Saturday. Jack goes to school. 

January 24 Sunday. Jack goes to St. Johnôs, for a walk, and to Parish church in the evening. 
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January 25 Monday. Jack goes to school. 

January 26 Tuesday. Jack plays footer. 

January 27 Wednesday. Jack goes to school and goes sliding. 

January 28 Thursday. Jack goes to school and goes sliding. 

January 29 Friday. Jack goes for a walk by Finches Avenue. He also goes sliding. 

January 30 Saturday. Jack goes to school. 

January 31 Sunday. Jack goes to church. 

 

February 1909 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

February 1 Monday. Jack goes to school. 

February 2 Tuesday. Jack goes to Aldenham, three miles northeast of Watford. 

February 3 Wednesday. Jack has a half-holiday. 

February 4 Thursday. Jack has French with Madame. 

February 5 Friday. Jack goes for a walk with Mr. Illingworth. 

February 6 Saturday. Jack goes to school. 

February 7 Sunday. Jack goes for a walk. Albert writes to Warren about the parcel he sent, medicine, and keeping an eye on Jack.172 He 

also writes to Jack about the agent for the railway company and the troubles they caused, his photographs, Sandycroft where 

Mary Lewis lives, and Jackôs lessons.173 

February 8 Monday. Jack goes to school. 

February 9 Tuesday. Jack goes for a walk. 

February 10 Wednesday. Jack goes to school. 

February 11 Thursday. Jack goes to school. 

February 12 Friday. Jack goes for a walk. 

February 13 Saturday. Jack goes to school. 

February 14 Sunday. Jack goes for a walk. Albert writes to Warren about his back troubles, Aunt Annie Hamilton, Kelsie, and 

Gundrede.174 

February 15 Monday. Jack goes to school. 

February 16 Tuesday. Jack goes to school. 

February 17 Wednesday. Jack goes to school. 

February 18 Thursday. Jack goes to school. 
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February 19 Friday. Jack goes for a walk. 

February 20 Saturday. Jack goes to school. 

February 21 Sunday. Jack writes home about Peckover, John Burnett, Reis, and others going home at half-term, the first two because of 

the way that Capron has treated them. Jack has completed the reading of H. G. Wellsô The First Men in the Moon. He also 

goes for a walk. Warren writes a letter home about Aunt Annie Hamilton, Albertôs back, the photo, and seven boys leaving at 

the end of term because of Wyn Capronôs behavior.175 

February 22 Monday. Jack goes to school. 

February 23 Shrove Tuesday. Jack goes by the mill. 

February 25 Thursday. Jack goes to school. 

February 26 Friday. Warren writes to his father about going to Campbell College, where the father of Janie McNeill had or has been the 

first Headmaster.176 

February 27 Saturday. Jack goes for a walk with some of the boys at Wynyard School. He sees a snowball fight. 

February 28 Sunday. Jack writes home, thanking his father for some notepaper. He notes in his diary that Mrs. Capron is better. 

 

March 1909 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

March 1 Monday. Mrs. Capron dies. Jack writes a letter to his father about her death and requesting some money for the subscription 

to get her a wreath.177 

March 3 Wednesday. Jack reads on a half-holiday. 

March 4 Thursday. Jack goes to Montrose, has dinner and tea, and plays bagatelle. 

March 5 Friday. Jack goes to the cemetery and sees the flowers. 

March 6 Saturday. Jack does prep in the afternoon. 

March 7 Sunday. Jack goes for a walk. 

March 8 Monday. Madame comes to Wynyard School to teach, probably French. 

March 9 Tuesday. Wynyard School has a half-holiday. 

March 10 Wednesday. Jack goes to school. 

March 11 Thursday. Madame comes to Wynyard School to teach. 

March 13 Saturday. Jack is in bed all day. 

March 14 Sunday. Jack is in bed all day. 

March 15 Monday. Jack gets up in the afternoon. 

March 16 Tuesday. Jack gets up at 7:30 a.m. 
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March 17 Wednesday. Jack gets up at 7:30 a.m. 

March 18 Thursday. Jack does French. 

March 19 Friday. Jack gets up at 7:30 a.m. and goes for a walk in the afternoon. 

March 20 Saturday. Jack goes for a walk. 

March 21 Sunday. Jack goes for a walk. 

March 23 Tuesday. Jack goes by the canal. 

March 26 Friday. Jack goes to Abbots Langley, seven miles north of Watford. 

March 28 Sunday. Jack goes to Matins, done by Wyn Capron. 

March 30 Tuesday. Jack goes to Hunton Bridge. 

 

April 1909 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

April 9 Good Friday. 

April 11 Easter Sunday. 

 

May 1909 

(Warrenð uncertain; Jackðuncertain) 

 

May  Albert, Warren, and Jack visit Dublin. 

May 5 Wednesday. Jack goes in the car with his father to Mrs. Prittôs and Caerleton Hall, probably in Dublin. 

May 6 Thursday. Jack plays bowls. 

May 9 Sunday. Jack goes to church twice. Albert writes to Jack about hot weather, Aunt Annie, and grade reports and to Warren 

about loneliness, beautiful weather, Uncle Gussie, and Mary Ewart.178 

May 11 Tuesday. Jack does geometry, which comes off well. 

May 12 Wednesday. Jack plays cricket with Mr. Wyn Capron, showing some early interest in sports. 

May 13 Thursday. Madame comes to Wynyard School, probably to teach French. 

May 14 Friday. Jack does geometry. 

May 15 Saturday. Jack plays cricket with Mr. Wyn Capron. 

May 16 Sunday. Jack goes to church, and Mr. Wyn (Wyn Capron) preaches in the evening. Albert writes to Warren about the 

weather, appropriate clothing for the weather, and Aunt Annieôs improved health,179 then he writes to Jack about the crossing 

to England, spring cleaning, summer holidays, and Campbell College.180 
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May 17 Monday. Madame comes to Wynyard School and speaks about the Auvergne Mountains. 

May 19 Wednesday. Jack stays home and reads. 

May 21 Friday. Jack does geometry. 

May 22 Saturday. Jack plays cricket. 

May 23 Sunday. Jack goes to church and hears Mr. James preach. 

May 28 Friday. Warren records in a diary that he gets up at 5:45.181 Oldie comes in and catches John fooling around. He gives John 

six strokes. Oldie tells Warren that he is ña mongrel cur, half Irish, half Welsh.ò Warren is unprepared in Greek. He has to 

stay in for a half-hour. In the afternoon he has a lively geometry lesson. John gets caned on his hands twice. Staddon gets 

caned once. John has to stand wearing a dunceôs cap. Warren has tea, does his prep, plays broomsticks, and then he goes to 

bed. 

May 29 Saturday. Warren gets up at the usual time, probably 6:30 or 7:30. He does pretty well in school. He asks Boivie to get him 

the Railway Magazine. He gets up the nets, and then he plays nets and broomers in the afternoon. After tea Warren goes to 

Gabrielôs for cricket ball. He is late for prep. Mr. Bliss comes in and plays bowls with Oldie. He goes to bed at 8:15. 

May 30 Sunday. Warren goes to church in the morning. Mr. James preaches the sermon. A paper lists the names of the ñprisonersò at 

Wynyard at the time: Lewis I (probably Warren Lewis), Field, Mears, Brown, Peckover, Jeyes, Bowser, Ogden I, Staddon, 

Burnett I, Burnett II, Lewis II (probably Jack Lewis), Ries, and Boivie. Warren is listed as a dealer of foreign stamps. Jack 

hears Mr. Hellier preach at church. 

 

June 1909 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

June 2 Wednesday. Albert writes to Rev. Sydney Rhodes James at Malvern College (Headmaster, 1897-1914) about Warren coming 

there this September.182 Malvern College is located in Malvern, Worcestershire, England, close to the border of Wales (which 

is about forty miles due west), 46 miles south of Birmingham, 21 miles east of Hereford, and 76 miles northwest of Oxford. 

June 13 Sunday. Jack goes to church and hears some sermons, a good one by Rev. James. 

June 14 Monday. Warren writes to Albert about a birthday present, asking for some books about steamers or locomotives.183 

June 16 Wednesday. Warren celebrates his fourteenth birthday. Jack stays in and reads. 

June 19 Saturday. Jack plays cricket and broomers, getting the net down in record time. 

June 20 Sunday. Jack goes to church in the morning and the evening. 

June 21 Monday. Madame comes to Wynyard School, and they all do French. 
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June 22 Tuesday. Jack does geometry well. 

June 23 Wednesday. Jack stays in and reads because of the rain. 

June 26 Saturday. Jack and all other students go to Croxley Green with Wyn Capron. 

June 30 Wednesday. Jack goes to Abbots Langley, and Wyn Capron treats them to cola. 

 

July 1909 

(WarrenðWatford; JackðWatford) 

 

July 2  Friday. Jack has a half-holiday and plays nets and broomers. 

July 3  Saturday. Jack plays nets and broomers with Mr. Nuttall. 

July 4  Sunday. Jack goes to church and hears Wyn Capron preach. 

July 5  Monday. Madame comes to Wynyard School and teaches French. 

July 6  Tuesday. Jack does geometry well. 

July 8  Thursday. Madame comes to Wynyard School, and Mr. Capron shows the students some Latin puns. 

July 10  Saturday. Jack goes on a walk to strawberry beds. 

July 11 Sunday. Jack goes to church and hears the Venerable Archdeacon of St. Albanôs preach in the morning and Mr. Pater of East 

Ham in the evening. 

July 12  Monday. Jack reads, plays broomsticks after prep, and then plays rounders. 

July 13  Tuesday. Jack does geometry. 

July 14  Wednesday. Jack plays cricket and broomers, and Mr. Wyn Capron also plays. 

July 15  Thursday. Jack goes to school, where Madame teaches French. He plays broomers in the evening. 

July 16  Friday. Jack goes to school and does geometry well. 

July 17 Saturday. Jack goes to Bricket Wood, six miles north of Watford, by train with Mears and Boivie, sees the king, and does no 

prep. 

July 18  Sunday. Jack goes to church with Mr. Wyn Capron to St. James. 

July 19  Monday. Madame comes and teaches French. 

July 20  Tuesday. Jack does geometry and later does some rowing. 

July 21  Wednesday. Jack walks in his sleep, goes for a walk, and eats wild strawberries. 

July 23  Friday. Jack does geometry. 

July 24  Saturday. Jack plays broomsticks after a half day of school. 

July 27  Tuesday. Jack has a lesson on geometry in the afternoon. 

July 28  Wednesday. Warren leaves Wynyard School.184 

 

August 1909 
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(Warrenðprobably Belfast; Jackðprobably Belfast) 

 

September 1909 

(Warrenðprobably Belfast; Jackðprobably Belfast) 

 

September 16 Thursday. Warren enrolls at Malvern College, Malvern, England, arriving at about 2:30 p.m. 

September 18 Saturday. Warren writes to his father from Malvern College about his arrival in Malvern, after taking a bus from Liverpool. 

He states that there are about 60-70 boys at his house, which is one of several houses.185 

September 19 Sunday. Jack writes home, indicating that Oldie met him at Euston Station in London to help him get to Wynyard School and 

stating that the term will last thirteen weeks. There are no new boys this term. He requests a letter from his father. Warren 

also writes home from School House, Malvern, about Albertôs letter, the system of marks in school, raffles, today being 

Missionary Sunday, and the lecture to take place in the gym.186 

September 20 Monday. Albert writes to Warren about raffles, the forms (grade levels) at Malvern, and the pleasure it would give Mammy if 

Warren did well.187 

September 26 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about settling into Malvern, a letter from Rev. S. R. (Sydney Rhodes) James of Malvern, the 

photographs, and Jackôs letter.188 

September 29 Wednesday. Albert writes to Warren about sending money, the pictures, and a calendar for 1910.189 

 

October 1909 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðWatford) 

 

October 22 Friday. Warren enjoys Field Day at Malvern College. Cheltenham, Bath, Marlborough, Bristol, Hereford, and a few smaller 

schools come for the day. The Malvern boys leave at 9:30 and return at 5, shooting carbines and doing other activities, 

including soccer. 

October 23 Saturday. Malvern beats Hertford College, Oxford, 5-1. 

October 24 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about the pictures, Field Day, and Jack.190 

October 31 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about half-term being today, his studies, and a match played yesterday, sending along a 

picture of the central part of Malvern College. 
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November 1909 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðWatford) 

 

November 7?191 Sunday. Jack rises at 7:30 a.m., washes in icy water, has an egg for breakfast, then goes to St. Johnôs Church with the 

others. He expresses his distaste for the Anglo-Catholic ritual at St. Johnôs. Wyn Capron preaches. 

November 8 Monday. Jack rises at 7:00 a.m., has breakfast, plays a compulsory game of hockey, and begins school at 9:00 a.m. They do 

Latin, then Scripture, then French with Madame in the afternoon.  

November 9 Tuesday. Jack rises at 7:00 a.m., does a lot of English grammar, history, and geometry, and he then buys a Letts diary for the 

year 1909 from another student named Gerald Mears.192 

November 10 Wednesday. Jack has a half-holiday and goes to Bushy Heath on the bus. Later he has tea. 

November 11 Thursday. Jack rises at 7:00, has ham for breakfast, does geometry, and Madame comes in and does French. Later he plays 

shying with ball and hockey. 

November 12 Friday. Jack rises at 7:00, does geometry, starts reading Andrew Homeôs 1903 serial, ñBy a Schoolboyôs Hand,ò and plays 

some game before tea. 

November 13 Saturday. Jack does history, and then they have a half-holiday. He and his friends go for a walk, get sweets, and eat nuts. 

November 29 Monday. Jack celebrates his eleventh birthday. 

 

December 1909 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðWatford) 

 

December  Early in the month Jack writes home about school ending on the 16th. 

December 5? Sunday. Warren writes home about the end of term, the Repton soccer match, and Olphert (Robert Bull Olphert [1894-

1915]).193 

December 13 Monday. Warren writes home about Albertôs health, money for the journey home at the end of term, and exams.194 

December 14 Tuesday. Warrenôs end of term exams begins today. 

December 15 Wednesday. Jack and others go on a paper chase, which is a long run in the country, with Jack and Mears being the hares.  

December 16? Thursday. Jack writes home. Term is actually ending the next week. He declines a microscope as a Christmas gift from his 

father because he does not want to kill insects. He perhaps takes the ferry across to Belfast today. 

December 25 Christmas Day. Saturday. Albert gives Jack a microscope for Christmas. 
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The Year 1910 (71) 

 

Summary: In the first half of the year Jack attended Wynyard School, and in the second half he attended Campbell College, just a few 

blocks from his home. Meanwhile, Warren continued at Malvern College. Halleyôs comet was visible in the sky during this year. 

 

January 1910 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

January On the way back to Wynyard School, Hope Ewart takes Jack to see Peter Pan in London.195 

January 1 Saturday. Presumably, Albert, Warren, and Jack have lunch with Mary W. Ewart at 2:00 p.m.196 

January 22 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs arrival at Malvern College, some money he sends, and a steamer of the 

Belfast Steamship Company named ñMagic,ò on board which Warren had crossed to England.197 

January 23 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs telegram, Jackôs telegram, the weather, and Jackôs cold.198 

January 29 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about looking after Jack, Albertôs health, Halleyôs comet, the dog Tim, and the cat Togo. 

He also writes, ñBut if ever I appear harsh to you dear Badge, remember that I have come through great trouble and affliction, 

and though I may err in my methods, my one object in living is to start my sons in life as educated Christian gentlemenð

worthy sons of their mother.ò199 

 

February 1910 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðWatford) 

 

February 6 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs classes, plans to meet the Head Master of Campbell College (Mr. 

McFarlane), and Jackôs displeasure at Wynyard.200 

February 12 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about loneliness, meeting Mr. McFarlane, the moral tone of English Public Schools, his 

preference for Campbell College (should Warren or Jack need to go to another school), and money for hair oil.201 
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March 1910 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðWatford) 

 

March 6 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs poor grades, the Irish team, and a parcel.202 

March 20 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs grades, the Easter holidays, Jackôs crossing date, and Field Day. 

March 25 Good Friday. 

March 27 Easter Sunday. 

March 28 Monday. Albert writes to Jack about his trip to Belfast and the money for the trip.203 

March 30 Wednesday. Jack crosses over to Belfast by way of a boat at Fleetwood, England.204 

March 31 Thursday. Jack arrives in Belfast. 

 

April 1910 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðBelfast) 

 

April 3 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about his trip to Belfast. 

April 4 Monday. On this day Warren crosses over to Northern Ireland.205 Jack arrives back at Wynyard School.206 

April 5 Tuesday. Warren arrives in Belfast. 

April 6 Friday. Jack plays cricket in the early afternoon, then does geometry in the second hour of the afternoon, then broomsticks in 

the evening prep, then supper and to bed. 

April 7 Saturday. Jack does morning prep, goes for a long walk with Mears and Squiffy by the watercress beds, does evening prep, 

plays broomsticks, has supper and goes to bed.207 

April 8 Sunday. Jack does the New Testament book of Acts, goes to church in the morning and evening, hears Wyn Capron preach in 

the evening, and hears the dead march (probably by George Frideric Handel) on the organ.208 

April 9 Monday. Jack does French in the afternoon, has tea, does evening prep, and rolls the grass.209 

April 10 Tuesday. Jack does geometry, bowling at evening broomsticks, and gets a letter from home.210 
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April 11 Wednesday. Jack has a fairly athletic half-holiday, plays broomsticks in the afternoon with Wyn Capron, plays French cricket 

in the evening, has supper, and goes to bed.211 

April 12 Thursday. Jack does French in the afternoon, goes downtown to get a straw hat, plays broomsticks, has supper, and goes to 

bed.212 

April 13 Friday. Wyn Capron takes school all day in Oldyôs absence, they do arithmetic in the morning, write a story, in the afternoon 

have an examination in general knowledge (Jack finishes second), has supper, and goes to bed.213 

April 14 Saturday. Jack has a half-holiday, goes for a walk after dinner, and after tea Oldy goes away again.214 

April 15 Whitsunday. Jack rises at 8:00 a.m., goes to church and communion, goes to a flower service in the afternoon, has supper, 

and goes to bed.215 

April 16 Monday. Jack has a full day holiday, goes for a walk with Wyn Capron, reads in the afternoon, and does what he likes.216 

April  17 Tuesday. Jack does geometry very well.217 

April 27 Wednesday. Mr. Capron writes to Albert Lewis, saying that he is giving up school work. 

 

May 1910 

(Warrenðprobably Malvern; JackðBelfast) 

 

May 4 Monday. Jack arrives back at Wynyard School. 

May 6 Friday. Edward VII, King of England, dies. Jack starts writing in his diary.218 Jack and others play French cricket in early 

afternoon. Jack does geometry during the second hour in the afternoon. In the evening he does prep, they play broomsticks, 

then have supper, and go to bed. 

May 7 Saturday. During morning prep., Oldie comes in and says that the King is dead. Jack goes for a walk with Mears and Squiffy 

(whose real name is Field) by the watercress beds, catching a frog and letting him go. In the evening he does homework prep. 

and plays broomsticks. After supper he goes to bed. 

May 8 Sunday. The students of Wynyard School study the book of Acts, and go to church in the morning and evening. Wyn Capron 

preaches in the evening. 

May 9 Monday. Jack works on French in afternoon. They roll the grass after tea. They have some of Mearsô cake for tea, probably at 

4:00. In the evening, Jack does Prep., and they again roll the grass. He has supper and goes to bed. 
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May 10 Tuesday. Today Wynyard School does geometry, and Oldie has the whole class stand because no one can answer one of his 

questions. Jack tries bowling at evening broomsticks for the first time and has fun. Jack gets a letter from home about 

clothing, St. Albanôs, and Warrenôs move to the Lower Fifth. He has supper and goes to bed. Albert writes a letter to Warren 

congratulating him for his successes.219 

May 11 Wednesday. They have a half-holiday in the afternoon. After morning school Oldie lets all the boarders except Jack play 

bowls, because there are not enough bowls for Jack to have one. In the afternoon they play broomsticks with Wyn Capron. In 

the evening they play French cricket. Jack has supper and goes to bed. 

May 12 Thursday. Jack does French in the afternoon. Before dinner Oldie (Mr. Capron) takes Jack downtown to get a straw hat with 

Jeyes. He goes to supper and then to bed. 

May 13 Friday. Oldie goes away in the morning, so Wyn Capron handles school all day. In the morning, instead of arithmetic, they 

write the funniest story they have ever heard. In the afternoon they have an examination in general knowledge. Jack scores 62 

marks out of 100, second in the class. He has supper and goes to bed. 

May 14 Saturday. They have a half holiday. Oldie comes back in time for dinner. After dinner Jack goes for a walk with Jeyes and 

Bowser through the park. They have tea, then Oldie goes away again. Jack has supper and goes to bed. Albert writes to 

Warren about the kingôs death, housecleaning, and Warrenôs new form master.220 

May 15 Sunday. Being Whitsunday they do no Scripture, getting up at 8:00 a.m. instead of 7:30. Jack goes to church with the others, 

and they stay for communion. In the afternoon Jack goes to a flower service. He has supper and then goes to bed. 

May 16 Monday. The entire day is a holiday. Jack goes for a walk with Wyn Capron. Oldie returns for dinner. In the afternoon they 

read and do what they like. He has supper and goes to bed. 

May 17 Tuesday. Today is geometry day. They go through the day as usual. 

May 18 Wednesday. Albert writes to Warren about the more difficult work in a higher form and the removal of Sinclair from No. 4 

House at Malvern College.221 

May 20 Friday. Jack and other students at Wynyard attend church in the morning and in the afternoon. Malvern College has a 

memorial service for the king, who died on May 6, just two weeks ago, in the chapel.222 

May 21 Saturday. Jack writes home about Wyn Capronôs ordination tomorrow, the term, and Halleyôs comet. Warren writes to his 

father about No. 4 House, the first match of the season today (probably cricket), and his studies.223 

May 22 Sunday. Jack and the rest of the Wynyard students go to St. Albanôs to see Wyn Capronôs ordination. 

 

June 1910 
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(WarrenðMalvern; JackðWatford) 

 

June 5 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Uncle Dick, Warrenôs birthday and birthday present, housecleaning, Sandycroft 

(where Joey Lewis lives), and Warrenôs lack of money.224 

June 11 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs progress, Uncle Bill Lewis and Aunt Minnie, Warrenôs birthday, and 

Speech Day, which Albert had refused to participate in.225 

June 13 Monday. Mr. Wyn Capron is inducted into a church at Radwell. 

June 16 Thursday. Warren celebrates his fifteenth birthday. 

 

July 1910 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðWatford) 

 

July 6 Wednesday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs coming home, a letter from Mr. (Rev.) James, and Mr. Jamesô high 

opinion of Warren.226 

July 9 Saturday. Warren writes to his father about Albertôs letter, Rev. Jamesô unwillingness to allow Warren to go home, the start 

of exams on July 21, and the Repton cricket match.227 

July 10 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about Rev. James, the end of term at Wynyard School, Aunt Annie, and Sandycroft.228 

July 12 Tuesday. Jack finishes Wynyard School. Here, he states, ñwhat I took to at the same time, is the work of Rider Haggard; and 

also the óscientifictionô of H. G. Wells.ò229 
July 21 Thursday. Warrenôs exams start. Albert writes to Warren about the lack of a letter from Warren and a parcel Albert had 

sent.230 

July 24  Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about money, the upcoming holiday, and the weather.231 

 

August 1910 

(Warrenðprobably Belfast; Jackðprobably Belfast) 

 

August 19 Friday. Albert, Warren, and Jack visit William Lewis, Albertôs brother, in Scotland. 
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September 1910 

(Warrenðprobably Belfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

September Jack starts school at Campbell College, Belfast, and studies with J. A. McNeil. 

September 22 Thursday. Hope Ewart writes to Albert about having Jack near this term.232 

September 28 Wednesday. Jack receives a letter from his cousin Clare in Helensburgh asking how he likes Campbell College and thanking 

him for sending her some books.233 

 

October 1910 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðBelfast) 

 

October Sometime during this term at Campbell College, Jack reads Matthew Arnoldôs Sohrab and Rustum under a master called 

Octie.234 

October 2 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about today being Mission Sunday, Jack, the weather, and the sixty-nine who are in the 

house this term.235 

October 9 Sunday. Malvern College wins a soccer match 4-0, which Warren attends.236 

October 10 Monday. Warren writes to his father about Olphert and Hilton, Malvern winning a soccer match 4-0 yesterday, and his 

progress.237 

October 30 Sunday. Warren writes to Jack about the upcoming half-term, the possibility of a school magazine at Campbell, Wild (who 

went to the South Pole with Shackleton) who lectured recently at Malvern, and Seymour Hicks being at the Hippodrome.238 

 

November 1910 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðBelfast) 

 

November 3 Thursday. Jack may come to the Rink with Gunny and Kelsie at 2:40.239 
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November 13 Sunday. Jack gets home to Belfast in the morning. Albert writes to Warren about Jackôs arrival with a bad cold, Warrenôs 

half-term report, and seeing ñLittle Tichò (Harry Relph, 1867-1928, an English music hall comedian dancer who was 4-foot-6 

inches tall) at the Hippodrome last night.240 

November 15 Tuesday. Jack finishes school at Campbell College. 

November 27 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs academic standing, Jack still being at home, getting information from 

Warren about Cherbourg House (the ñChartresò of Surprised by Joy), Uncle Gussieôs poor health, an upcoming general 

election, and the end of term.241 

November 29 Tuesday. Jack celebrates his twelfth birthday. 

 

December 1910 
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The Year 1911 (51) 

 

Summary: In January, Jack started school at Cherbourg House. On November 18, Mr. Robert Capron, the former Headmaster of Wynyard 

School, died in London. 

 

Siegfried and the Twilight of the Gods is first published, probably by William Heinemann of London, with illustrations by Arthur Rackham. 

 

January 1911 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

January 10? Tuesday. After taking the boat from Belfast to Liverpool, Jack starts school at Cherbourg House (the ñChartresò of 

Surprised by Joy) for a ten-week term. ñIn 1911 Cherbourg House was occupied by a boys preparatory school and Arthur 

Allen (of Repton and New College, Oxford) was the headmaster.ò242 There are seventeen boys and three masters, Mr. Allen, 

Mr. Palmer, and Mr. Jones. Warren continues at Malvern. Sometime during these two years Jack reads Virgil.243 

January 11 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father from Cherbourg House about the term, the town of Malvern, the weather, and Jackôs 

Prayer Book.244 

January 29 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Latin proses, a letter from Mr. James, and a visit to the Hippodrome last night, where 

a juggler performed.245 

 

February 1911 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

February 1 Wednesday. The students go for a walk across the flat side of Malvern. This week they also hear Handelôs Messiah live, and 

they take a walk over the hills into Wales. 

February 5 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about hearing Handelôs Messiah, the walk on Wednesday, Pinguis, and arrangements for the 

end of term.246 

February 27 Monday. Warren has half-term.247 
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February 28 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren about half-term and some money he sends for half-term.248 

 

March 1911 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

March 11 Saturday. Jack trains for sports in the afternoon, has a maths exam in the evening, then does carpentering.249 

March 12 Sunday. Jack goes to church in the morning, has Scripture after dinner, then tea, followed by reading.250 

March 13 Monday. Jack does maths in the first house, trains for sports in the afternoon, doing a long jump of two feet and eleven 

inches, tea, then Latin prep with Fido.251 

March 14 Tuesday. Jack has history with Palmer during the first hour, drill during break, gym in the afternoon, and then plays rugger 

(rugby).252 

March 15 Wednesday. Jack plays hockey in the afternoon.253 

March 16 Thursday. Jack plays rounders in the afternoon and does boxing (losing badly) in the evening.254 

March 17 Friday. Jack does Latin, walks to the British Camp in the afternoon, and has maths in the evening.255 

March 18 Saturday. In the afternoon Jack watches the College steeplechase, and he has a Latin exam in the evening.256 

March 19 Sunday. Jack reads Alexandre Dumasô The Count of Monte Cristo in bed in the morning.257 Albert writes to Warren about 

Albertôs cold, Warrenôs academic progress, and the possibility of visiting Malvern.258 

March 26 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about traveling with Warren at end of term.259 

March 29 Wednesday. Albert writes to Warren about the death of Mrs. Patterson and Sydney Heyn, traveling home, and sending 

Warrenôs suit, including a postal order for 35 shillings.260 

 

April 1911 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 
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April 3  Monday. Warren and Jack leave the Malvern area on the 12:30 p.m. train to return home.261 

April 4  Tuesday. Malvern College ends its term, while Cherbourg House ends later.262 

April 14 Good Friday. 

April 16 Easter Sunday. 

 

May 1911 

(Warrenðprobably Malvern; Jackðprobably Malvern) 

 

May 14 Sunday. Jack writes home about Warren, going to see Frank Robert Benson (1858-1939), a British actor-manager who 

produced all by three of Shakespeareôs plays, in The Merchant of Venice next week, and the play last term, thanking his 

father for the money Albert sent.263 

 

June 1911 

(WarrenðMalvern; Jackðprobably Malvern) 

 

June 3 Saturday. Warren watches Malvern draw with H. K. Fosterôs XI in cricket.264 

June 4 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about his cricket trousers, his need for shoes, being eighth in form last week, some 

photos Hilton took, the Olympic (a boat), and his going to Cherbourg House for tea today.265 

June 13 Tuesday. Albert writes a letter to Warren and sends him a new suit and tie, cricket trousers, brogues (shoes), and two 

pounds.266 

June 15 Thursday. Annie Strahan, the best and longest serving of Albertôs housekeepers, arrives to begin work. Albert writes a 

letter to Warren about gramophone records for a birthday present.267 

June 16 Friday. Warren celebrates his sixteenth birthday. 

 

July 1911 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 
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July 3 Monday. Warren and others arrive at Windsor at 7:30 a.m., march to the park, and have breakfast. They walk around 

the park until lunch time at 1:00, they see the Life Guards march, then watch the Coldstream Guards, when the King 

rides in. They present arms while the band plays ñGod save the King.ò The Queen (May, wife of George V), Princess 

Mary (daughter of George V and Queen May), and the Prince of Wales (Prince Edward, later Edward VIII, who was 

created Prince of Wales on June 23, 1910, and invested as Prince of Wales on July 13, 1911) drive in, and each battalion 

marches past.268 

July 4 Tuesday. The house photo for Warrenôs house at Malvern College is taken.269 

July 5 Wednesday. Warren writes home about the Windsor review on Monday, the senior house matches today, and the house 

photo.270 

July 16 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about the phonograph records Warren wants (to replace those that Warren had broken), 

Jackôs upcoming trip home, and housecleaning.271 

July 22 Saturday. Warren writes to his father about the money Albert sent, the broken records, the Repton game, the end of 

term in just more than a week, the heat, and German measles at the College.272 

July 24 Monday. Jack leaves Cherbourg House on the 12:58 p.m. train to return home.273 Albert writes to Warren about 

housecleaning, Jackôs arrival tomorrow morning, Jackôs holidays beginning ten days before Warrenôs, and Warrenôs 

exams.274 

July 25 Tuesday. Warrenôs exams begin.275 Jack arrives home.276 

July 27 Thursday. Albert writes to Warren about his ticket, Jackôs arrival this past Tuesday, and Albertôs improved health.277 

July 29 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about Jack arriving home in good health. 

 

August 1911 

(Warrenðprobably Belfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

August In early August, Albert, Warren, and Jack cross to Glasgow, visit Westdene and Dunbar, Scotland, thirty miles east of 

Edinburgh, for a vacation with the Richard and Agnes Lewis family. Of this period of staying in a hotel, Jack wrote, 
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ñWarnie and I shared a double bed in a small room; it was so uncomfortable that every night he and I used to toss up 

for who should have the bed and who should sleep on the floor. The LOSER had to take the bed.ò278 

 

September 1911 

 

October 1911 

 

November 1911 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

November 9 Thursday. Hope Ewart is married to Captain George Harding, Army Service Corps, at St. Markôs, Dundela, the home 

church of the Lewis family.279 

November 12 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about Jackôs upcoming birthday present, Hope Ewartôs wedding, and the weather.280 

November 13 Monday. Jack does work and field. Before field he has a row with Mr. Arthur Allen. Jack gets in trouble for ragging 

Stallard.281 

November 16 Thursday. Jack goes for a walk with Ida. 

November 18 Saturday. Mr. Robert Capron dies at the Camberwell House Asylum, Peckham Road, south London. Jack plays in a 

match they win 14-0, debates and rags Heard (ragging is apparently a common practice of Jack). 

November 20 Monday. Jack mentions Miss G. E. Cowie, the school matron, at Cheltenham and no marmalade for breakfast. 

November 23 Thursday. Jack has very curious dreams. 

November 29 Wednesday. Jack celebrates his thirteenth birthday, which he mentions in his diary. 

 

December 1911 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

December  The Christmas issue of The Bookman is published with one of Arthur Rackhamôs pictures of Wagnerôs Ring of the 

Nibelung saga and notice of Margaret Armourôs recent translation of Siegfried and the Twilight of the Gods.282 This 

picture and the seven-word title ñbroke up in a single momentò283 Jackôs long winter lacking Joy. 
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December 3 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about Christmas, the Christmas gift of a microscope, and end of term.284 

December 5 Tuesday. Jack states in his diary that the libelous poem is discovered, and a great row follows. 

December 19 Tuesday. Jack goes home, riding in a scrubby cabin. Warren leaves Malvern College to return home.285 

December 30 Saturday. No. 2 of ñLeeborough Reviewò286 is published by Jack and Warren but dated Monday, January 1. 

 

                                                 
284 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 249f. 
285 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 249. 
286 Leeborough is the nickname of the Lewis home, Little Lea, and the ñLeeborough Reviewò is their own publication. 



The Year 1912 (141) 

 

Summary: Warren began keeping a diary, a habit that continued for the rest of his life, which ended in 1973. Warren and Jack returned to 

school at Malvern College and Cherbourg House, respectively. Jack did good deal of writing about Boxen in this year. On May 4, Jack 

discovered Siegfried and the Twilight of the Gods and Arthur Rackhamôs illustrations in it. Jackôs essay ñThe Expedition to Holly Bush 

Hill ,ò the story of a holiday trip to the southern end of the Malvern Hills given by Mr. Allen to the school one Monday afternoon, was 

published this year or next by Cherbourg School Magazine. 

 

Jack writes the poem ñDescend to Earth, Descend, Celestial Nine.ò287 

 

January 1912 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

January Warren begins to keep a diary for the first time in a ñCollinôs Pearl Diary for 1912,ò probably a Christmas present. 

January 4 Thursday. Warren and Jack attend a dance at the Moorheads. They return at 12:30 a.m.288 

January 5 Friday. Warren and Jack attend Henryôs dance in Holywood Town Hall, returning at 3:45 p.m. 

January 6 Saturday. Warren and Jack attend a dance at the Calwellôs in the evening. Warren and Jack publish No. 3 of ñLeeborough 

Review.ò 

January 10 Wednesday. Warren attends a dance in the Exhibition Hall and accepts an invitation for Monday. Warren attends a show at 

the Hippodrome called ñCarmo,ò probably a reference to the Great Carmo, Harry Cameron (1881-1944), a magician, 

illusionist, juggler, and later circus owner, who performed in Australia (1913-1915) and England. Warren and Jack publish 

No. 4 of ñLeeborough Review.ò 

January 15 Monday. Warren attends Leslieôs dance in the evening, leaving at 10:00 p.m. 

January 18 Thursday. Warren and Jack have dinner with the Greeves family tonight. Lily teaches them a card game. 

January 19 Friday. Warren goes into town to purchase a new record. In the evening Warren goes with A. A. to the Hippodrome to see 

Genée (perhaps the Danish born dancer Adeline Genée, 1878-1970, who toured both America and England) in the butterfly 

ballet. 

January 20 Saturday. In the afternoon Warren and Jack play some new records for Albert and in the evening all three of them go into 

town and go to the Hippodrome to see Genée again. Albert quite enjoys it and so do Warren and Jack. They return home and 

go to bed after a late supper.289 
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January 21 Sunday. Jack and Warren attend church without their father, who has a bad cold. They leave church before the offering. They 

read in the afternoon. They play a game and then after tea play the gramophone for their father. 

January 23 Tuesday. Warren plays the gramophone in the morning. In the afternoon Warren goes to Sandycroft to grandmotherôs and 

Aunt Annieôs to say goodbye. He returns in time for tea, finding Albert fussing in case they should be late. They drive in to 

the ferry boat and get there at about 8:45 p.m. Albert says goodbye and leaves. Warren and Jack get on board and begin their 

journey back to school. 

January 24 Wednesday. Warren and Jack cross the Irish Sea overnight to get to Malvern College and Cherbourg. They arrive in 

Liverpool and leave the boat at 8:40 a.m. They have breakfast in the hotel and lunch at 1:30. They take the 2:40 train to 

Hereford, where they catch a train to Malvern. They meet Tubs at the station, offering him a ride, but he refuses. Warren 

leaves Jack at Cherbourg and gets to Malvern at 7:45 p.m. 

January 25 Thursday. This is the first day of term for Warren, who attends chapel in the morning. Warren and Jack go tobogganing in the 

afternoon, but they do not see one another. 

January 26 Friday. Warren plays rugger (rugby) in the afternoon. He also works for Smugy (Harry Wakelyn Smith) in the afternoon and 

takes a bath in the evening. 

January 27 Saturday. Warren does W. E. this morning and toboggans in the afternoon.  

January 28 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:30 and has pork pie for breakfast. He attends church, where they celebrate Mission Sunday. 

Tinley talks quite well about the mission. Warren writes home and to Jack. Warren goes round the White House with 

Olphert, Blodo (Edward Goodwyn Hilton [1895-1938?], Warrenôs most intimate school friend), and Lloyd in the afternoon. 

Tinley preaches a good sermon in the evening, and Warren gives 5d during the offering. 

January 29 Monday. Smugy catches Warren cheating in the morning. In the afternoon Warren goes for a walk and has a smoke. After tea 

the Malvern students try to flood the yard for skating but are unsuccessful. 

January 30 Tuesday. Warren goes for a walk and meets Jack. They go for a walk together. Warren arranges to come up to see Jack on 

Sunday. Warren receives a letter from his father. 

January 31 Wednesday. Warren works on Sophocles in his morning classes and goes for a walk in the afternoon.  

 

February 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

February 2 Friday. Warren attends chapel in the morning and then attends classes. He writes out French, does G. G. and reads a 

magazine in the afternoon. 

February 3 Saturday. In the morning Warren does W. E. and in the afternoon he and Jack skate together. Then Warren goes to town to 

purchase some shaving equipment. 

February 4 Sunday. Warren rises at 8:30 a.m., attends chapel, and then goes to Cherbourg House. Jack has a cold, so Warren and Jack 

stay inside and talk. After tea Warren talks with Jack until evening prep begins. Warren returns to Malvern College in time 

for chapel. 



February 5 Monday. Warren has breakfast and then attends chapel. The instructor returns W. E. and Latin Prose, leaving no time for 

Sophocles. House dinners are at 12:30, and a special tram leaves for Upton at 1:00. Warren goes along and skates at Upton. 

They skate until 5:30, when the tram starts back. 

February 6 Tuesday. Warren attends chapel as usual, skates in the afternoon, and has history in the late afternoon. He sees Jack at 

Newpool and talks to him for a bit in the afternoon. After tea Warren goes to a debate on the topic ñIs War a Curse to 

Humanity?ò 

February 7 Wednesday. Warren has an L. T. (Latin translation?) exam this morning and goes for a run in the afternoon, finishing fourth. 

February 8 Thursday. Warren attends chapel in the morning and has corps rag in the big school room in the afternoon, when it is still 

raining. 

February 9 Friday. Warren has drill in the morning, skates in the afternoon, and receives a letter from his father Albert. In the evening 

Warren has no work that he has to do and so talks with Blodo and then takes a bath. 

February 10 Saturday. Because Smugy (Harry Wakelyn Smith) is sick, Warren has a replacement teacher. In the afternoon he writes out a 

history for Tassell.290 Warren attends a lecture on rock climbing in the evening and then works in Blodoôs study.291 

February 11 Sunday.292 Warren gets up at 8:45 a.m. He attends Chapel and College, goes for a walk in the afternoon with Hilton, Olphert, 

Lloyd, Bull, and Bullock. He hears Jimmy preach in the evening, and works with Blodo and Lloyd after chapel. 

February 12 Monday. Warren goes up to College in the morning, does not have to translate, has Smugy back, writes lines for Meader in 

the afternoon, hears Smugy lecture on L. T., then works with Blodo in hall. 

February 13 Tuesday. In the morning Warren goes up to College to the Grundy (the library) to do Sophocles, and in the afternoon he plays 

a house game, then does history with Tassell, then in the evening works in Blodoôs study. 

February 14 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 7:40, has fish pie for breakfast, goes to the Grundy, does well in geometry, writes lines for 

Tassell in the afternoon, plays Davisôs gramophone, and does a prose for Smugy. 

February 15 Thursday. Warren rises at 7:30, has breakfast, goes to the Grundy, does Corps rag in the afternoon, does Greek conditional 

sentences, and has form with Smugy at 12:30. 

February 16 Friday. Warren goes to the Grundy before College as usual, goes to the physical drill, plays house games in the afternoon, 

then more school. In the evening he works with Blodo in hall. 

February 17 Saturday. Warren goes to the Grundy before College as usual, does a good W. E., then geometry in third hour, then goes up 

to Smugyôs at 12:30 with Heagerty, plays clubs in the afternoon, works with Blodo in hall and then does prose. 

February 18 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:20, shaves, is late for breakfast, meets with the council after chapel, goes for a walk in the 

afternoon with Blodo, Olphert, and Lloyd, returns late for tea, attends chapel in the evening to hear Tommy Spear preach, 

then works with Blodo. Warren writes a letter to his father about staying at Malvern College until Summer 1913. 

February 19 Monday. Warren goes to the Grundy before College, watches a house match in the afternoon, works with Blodo after tea, and 

stays up late to write a letter home. 
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February 20 Tuesday. Warren goes to the Grundy before College as usual, goes to shorthand, does College in the afternoon, and attends a 

Shrove Tuesday Concert in the evening, which ends at 10:00 p.m. 

February 21 Ash Wednesday. Warren goes to the Grundy before College, has Smugy for Greek syntax for two hours, attends chapel at 

11:30, goes to town with Blodo at 12:30, in the afternoon goes round the clubs with Jacks and Joel, and then works with 

Blodo in Johnsonôs study in the evening. 

February 22 Thursday. Warren goes to the Grundy before College, does translating, plays a house game in the afternoon, has his hair cut 

after tea, and works with Blodo in the evening in Peelôs study. 

February 23 Friday. Warren has Haddock for breakfast, goes to the Grundy before College, plays house games in the afternoon, then has 

an exam on prep phrases, has history with Tassell, and works in Blodoôs study in the evening. 

February 24 Saturday. Warren has breakfast and then goes to the Grundy (the library) before College, goes to town at 12:30 with Blodo, 

plays yard footer in the afternoon and scores four goals, and listens to a lecture in the evening. 

February 25 Sunday. Warren reads a new library book, The Temptress, goes to chapel, goes for a walk in afternoon with Bull and Blodo, 

hears Jimmy preach in the evening, and works with Blodo and Lloyd in the evening. 

February 26 Monday. Warren goes to the Grundy after breakfast, has a half-holiday at half-term, plays some games, and writes home. 

February 27 Tuesday. Warren goes to the Grundy before chapel, does well in College, hears from his father that he can stay on until 

Christmas 1913, does history with Tassell in the afternoon, and works with Blodo in hall. 

February 28 Wednesday. Warren goes to the Grundy, does work in College, does L. T. (Latin Translation?) exam in the morning, goes 

with Blodo and Bull later, has an egg at tea, and in the evening works with Blodo. 

February 29 Thursday. Warren goes to the Grundy after breakfast, hears from Smugy about L. T., gets through his lesson, has an egg at 

tea, and plays a game with Blodo and Lloyd in hall. 

 

March 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

March Warren is confirmed at Malvern College. 

March 1 Friday. Warren goes to the Grundy (the library) before College, does not go to physical or shorthand, watches the final match 

in the afternoon, works with Tassell in the afternoon, then with Blodo and Lloyd in the evening. 

March 2 Saturday. Warren goes to the Grundy, changes before lunch for Field Day, goes to the debate in the evening with Bull, and 

works with Blodo when Blodo gets back. 

March 3 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:30, shaves, goes to College, goes for an afternoon walk with Olphert, Bull, and Blodo, hears 

Jimmy preach in the evening, and sits in Blodoôs study after chapel. 

March 4 Monday. Warren goes to the Grundy, has an interesting time at College, writes home at 12:30, stays in during the afternoon 

due to a sore throat, writes lines for Tassell, has a Scripture general knowledge exam, works with Blodo and Lloyd in hall, 

has supper, then goes to the matron to have his throat sprayed. 



March 5 Tuesday. Warren goes to the Grundy after breakfast, has College, goes to the range with Blodo at 12:30, gets a letter from his 

father after dinner (his father expresses annoyance with his grades), goes for a paper chase in the afternoon, College in the 

afternoon, works with Blodo in hall, supper, then geometry for Meader. 

March 6 Wednesday. Warren goes to the Grundy, goes to James Swannôs room with Meader in third hour, in the afternoon watches 

the final with Blodo and Bull won by No. 1 House, works in hall with Blodo and Lloyd, and stays up late to do Greek Prose 

for tomorrow. 

March 7 Thursday. Warren wakes up with a sore throat, has breakfast, goes to the Grundy, finishes his Greek Prose in the Grundy, has 

College, in third hour Meader drops him 100 for not knowing geometry, then in the afternoon he reads Alfred Lord 

Tennysonôs Enoch Arden, has supper with Cullen and Blodo, and stays up late in hall. 

March 8 Friday. Warren goes to the Grundy after breakfast, does Livy at College, goes for a house run round St. Anneôs Well in the 

afternoon, goes to the Grundy and does history, then College, and works with Blodo and Lloyd in the evening. 

March 9 Saturday. Warren goes to the Grundy before College, goes to a commemoration service for Darby which has a dead march, 

goes to town at 12:30, buys the record ñDrury Lane Overture,ò goes for a College run in the afternoon, attends a lecture in the 

evening, works with Blodo, and has a late supper. 

March 10 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:30, shaves, goes to College, after lunch goes for a walk with Bull, smokes in one of the covers, 

attends Chapel in the evening, where he hears a missionary, and then works with Blodo. 

March 11 Monday. Warren goes to the Grundy (the library), does Latin Syntax poorly in the morning, writes home at 12:30, goes for a 

College run in the afternoon, has a verb bumph in the afternoon, works in the evening with Blodo in hall, and stays up late in 

hall. 

March 12 Tuesday. Warren goes to the Grundy, has a dull morning, goes to shorthand at 12:30, in the afternoon he watches his house 

lose to No. 7 by a score of 3-0, does history, works in hall with Blodo and Lloyd, and stays up late. 

March 13 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 7:30 and goes to drill, goes to breakfast, gets a letter from Jack, goes for a College run in the 

afternoon, plays fives with Joel, has tea and then works with Blodo in hall. This term the College is using Kennedyôs Revised 

Latin Primer and Abbott and Mansfieldôs Greek Primer. In Divinity, they study Luke, in Latin they do Livy (Book XXIV 

continued) and Horace (Odes IV), and in Greek Lysias (continued) and Sophoclesô Electra (continued). In History and 

English, they do Robinsonôs Short History of Rome and Tennysonôs Enoch Arden, while in French they do Anecdotes 

Historiques. 

March 31 Sunday. Jackôs diary states that this is the last Sunday and Bowen wakes him up. He and Bowen get up early, enjoy a roaring 

fire in the dungeon, and talk. 

 

April 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

April 1 Monday. Warren calls for Jack in the middle of the Scripture exam. Warren and Jack leave for home since it is the end of 

term. 

April 5 Good Friday. 



April 7 Easter Sunday. During these Easter holidays, home from Cherbourg, Jack writes a novel in two school exercise books, 

entitled ñBoxen, or Scenes from Boxonian City Life.ò293 

April 19 Friday. Jack goes to Kismet at Opera House and thinks Hajj and the heroine good and the scenery good, but the rest poor. 

April 25 Thursday. Jack goes to see Patience and thinks it good, but the Mikado better. 

April 27 Saturday. Jack goes to the Hippodrome where Victor Kelly stars. He does not like it. Warren has a bad headache after the 

Hippodrome. 

April 28 Sunday. Warren is in bed. Jack and Warren do not attend church. 

April 29 Monday. Warren is better in the morning, goes to bed in the afternoon, and gets up in the evening. 

April 30 Tuesday. Jack does Greek Prose. 

 

May 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðBelfast) 

 

May 1 Wednesday. Most Cherbourg students arrive for the start of term, but Jack arrives two days later. 

May 2 Thursday. Jack and Warren leave Belfast on a new boat that is very comfortable. Jack buys a record (Handelôs ñDead 

March,ò a funeral anthem for Saul and Jonathan). They travel overnight, arriving in Liverpool the next morning. 

May 3 Friday. Jack and Warren leave on the 2:40 p.m. train from Liverpool and arrive at Cherbourg (late) and Malvern. They find 

the train crowded from Hereford with college students. The weather is cold. 

May 4 Saturday. Jack settles in to Cherbourg House with new masters Eden and Percy Gerald Kelsall Harris,294 whom he calls Pogo. 

He has gym in the afternoon. Around this time,295 Jack discovers Siegfried and the Twilight of the Gods and Arthur 

Rackhamôs illustrations in it. 

May 5 Sunday. Jack attends church in the morning. There is no choir, but Jack takes a walk in the afternoon instead. Mrs. Q. sings in 

the evening. Jack writes an essay on the development of the opera and Wagnerôs influence on it. Jack writes to his father 

about his trip to Cherbourg, the new masters Eden and Harris, and the new matron, Miss Gosling, who replaces Miss Cowie. 

According to a letter to Albert Lewis from Arthur C. Allen, Miss Cowie had caused him trouble and ñinterfered most 

disloyally to me.ò296 

May 6 Monday. This is the first day of ordinary homework for Jack. Harris is fairly decent in maths. Jack plays cricket in the 

afternoon. 

May 7  Tuesday. The students have their first drill with Sandy. Jack has French with Eden and waters the garden and has gym. 

May 8  Wednesday. Jack has morning school, midday prep, and then cricket. 

May 9  Thursday. Jack gets fifty lines from Eden in French. Jack goes to the gardens. They have team and cricket after tea. 
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May 10 Friday. Jack does his work as usual. Jack wishes Miss Cowie were there. Albert writes a letter to Jack. 

May 11 Saturday. Jack has an exam in Latin grammar. 

May 12 Sunday. Jack writes a lot of letters. He goes to church with Miss Gosling, the new matron, and takes a walk in the evening. 

Albert writes a letter to Jack about teaching. 

May 13 Monday. Jack laughs in class and is assigned to do some Latin translation of the Roman poet Catullus as a result, then he 

goes swimming. 

May 14 Tuesday. Jack has drill  on a very hot day. They have gym as usual. 

May 15 Wednesday. They play cricket in the rain, and Jack has a row with Harris, one of the new masters. 

May 16 Thursday. They have a half-holiday for Ascension Day. 

May 17 Friday. Jack has baths (swimming). 

May 19 Sunday. Jack goes to church as usual. Then he goes for a long walk with Toby and Dennit. Albert writes a letter to Jack. 

May 20 Monday. Jack lies around or watches cricket as usual, and takes a bath, or swims. They have tea and listen to a speech by 

Eden during tea. 

May 21 Tuesday. Jack has drill and gym. 

May 22 Wednesday. It rains all day, and so Jack and others go into the gym. 

May 23 Thursday. Jack has nets in the evening. 

May 25 Saturday. In the afternoon, they win a match, probably cricket. In the evening he sees Shakespeareôs A Midsummer Nightôs 

Dream. 

May 27 Monday. There is a big argument in arithmetic with H (probably Harris, who does maths). They play cricket and have baths. 

Jack does Latin prose. Albert writes Jack a letter. 

May 28 Tuesday. Sandy hears Jack talking about him and sends him up, the latest in a series of run-ins with masters of Cherbourg 

House and fellow students. They have gym as usual. 

May 31 Friday. Jack does well in French. They do baths (swimming), which he enjoys very much. 

 

June 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

June 1 Saturday. There is an Elms match away, but Jack does not go. Cherbourg House wins. 

June 2 Sunday. Jack goes to church in the rain. He takes a long walk with Eden in the evening, and they discuss wheezes. Albert 

writes a letter to Jack about the good news from Jack about his academic success. 

June 3 Monday. Jack catches a young wood mouse on his walk and has it in a cage in the schoolroom. They do Maths with Eden. 

June 4 Tuesday. Jack has gym in the evening. 

June 5 Wednesday. In the morning, Jack and others go to the field. 

June 6 Thursday. Jack and the class do Greek in the afternoon with Tubbs. 

June 7 Friday. They do the baths. Jack gets work done for Tubbs. 

June 9 Sunday. Jack gets a Council nomination. Albert writes a letter to Jack. 



June 10 Monday. They do the baths, and then they play cricket. Mr. Arrowsmith comes and lectures. 

June 11 Tuesday. Jack does the Latin poet Catullus for Harris. 

June 13 Thursday. Albert writes Jack a letter, sending some money along with his letter. 

June 14 Friday. They do baths. Albert writes Jack a letter. 

June 15 Saturday. They have a match against the Downs. At 10:00 p.m. Jack and others go to the dungeon and are caught by Eden. 

June 16 Sunday. Warren celebrates his seventeenth birthday. Jack takes a walk in the evening. 

June 30 Sunday. Albert writes Jack a letter about a visit to Malvern with Uncle Bill and his wife Aunt Minnie. 

 

July 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

July 4 Thursday. Albert leaves Belfast for Malvern by way of Glasgow.297 

July 5 Friday. Albert arrives in Malvern with Uncle Bill and Aunt Minnie by 8:00 p.m., staying through Saturday and Sunday.298 

July 21 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about his recent holiday.  

July 24 Wednesday. Jack starts exams. He has Geography, Geometry, and Greek Prose. Albert writes to Jack about tickets to come 

home, enclosing some money for travel.299 

July 30 Tuesday. The holidays begin for Cherbourg House. Jack and Warren catch the 12:58 train at Malvern en route for Liverpool 

and the boat across the Irish Sea.300 

July 31 Wednesday. The holidays begin for Malvern College. 

 

August 1912 

(Warrenðprobably Belfast; Jackðprobably Belfast) 

 

August Warren and Jack bicycle through beautiful scenery by way of Glendalough and the Vale of Avoca in Ireland south of 

Dublin.301 Although the chronology is uncertain, this may well be the summer and this the month when Jack and Warren visit 

Cousin Hope Ewart in Dundrum, Ireland, just outside of Dublin to the south.302 
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September 1912 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

September 19 Thursday. Warren and Jack return to school at Malvern College and Cherbourg House.303 

September 22 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack. 

September 29 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack. 

 

October 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

October 13 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack. 

October 15 Tuesday. Albert writes to Jack, congratulating him on four firsts in academic subjects. 

October 20 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about a future occupation for Warren and to Jack about Euripides. 

October 27 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about his eight-and-a-third stars before half-term, getting two letters from Warren last week, 

and Warrenôs study of ñHenry VIII.ò304 

 

November 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

November  Jackôs ñThe Expedition to Holly Bush Hill,ò the story of a holiday trip to the southern end of the Malvern Hills given by Mr. 

Allen to the school one Monday afternoon, is published by Cherbourg School Magazine either now or in summer 1913.305 

November 4 Monday. Albert writes to Jack about Jackôs stars and various relatives and neighbors. 

November 6 Wednesday. Albert writes to Jack about Jack being under the weather, enclosing some money. 

November 8 Friday. Albert writes to Jack about Jackôs upcoming birthday, asking what Jack wants for a gift, and then writes a letter to 

Warren. 

November 23 Saturday. Albert writes a letter to Jack, addressing him as Klicks and wishing him a happy upcoming fourteenth birthday and 

sending some money as a birthday gift.306 

November 24 Sunday. Albert writes a letter to Jack about a funeral, Sir Walter Scott, and the weather.307 

                                                 
303 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 293. 
304 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 299. 
305 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 310. 
306 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 307f. 
307 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 3, 311f. 

 



November 29 Friday. Jack celebrates his fourteenth birthday. Sometime after this birthday and during this school year at Cherbourg 

House, Jack becomes an atheist.308 

November 30 Saturday. Albert writes a letter to Jack about his birthday, citing the Aaronic blessing in his letter, and the winter.309 

 

December 1912 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

December  Warren asks his father for permission to smoke. 

December 7 Saturday. Albert writes a letter to Jack from Little Lea about Warrenôs and Jackôs different styles of writing, Mr. Kirkpatrick, 

and wanting Jack and Warren to make up their minds about Christmas presents.310 Albert also writes to Warren about various 

things, including the date of Warrenôs leaving for home. 

December 12 Thursday. Warren writes to his father Albert about an essay, smoking, and exams.311 

December 14 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about his letter, which arrived this morning.312 

December 15 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about Jackôs last letter, Jackôs return in six days, enclosing money for the trip, and the cold and 

rain in Belfast.313 

December 21 Saturday. Jack arrives in Belfast in the morning for the Christmas holidays.314 

December 25 Wednesday. Christmas Day. 
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The Year 1913 (116) 

 

Summary: In this year, Warren decided on the Royal Army Service Corps (RASC) as a career after considering both the RASC and a 

Railway career (due to his love of trains). Jack continued his studies at Cherbourg House, while Warren continued at Malvern College, 

attaining the rank of prefect. On June 3-5, Jack took entrance exams for Malvern College, and on June 9 he learned that he had won a 

classical entrance scholarship to Malvern College. On September 10, Warren started studying with W. T. Kirkpatrick to prepare for the 

Royal Military College at Sandhurst, while Jack entered Malvern College on September 18. Jack showed some artistic ability as well as 

writing ability in that his poem ñCarpe Diemò was noted in Smugyôs (Harry Wakelyn Smith) ñsent up for goodò book. Warren took entrance 

exams to Sandhurst in late November and early December, earning a scholarship by placing 21st out of 201 candidates. He completed his 

stay with Kirkpatrick on December 19. Jack writes ñQuam Bene Saturno.ò315 

 

Perhaps in this year Jack reads Paul Malletôs Northern Antiquities.316 Jack writes the poem ñIn Winter When the Frosty Nights Are 

Long.ò317 

 

January 1913 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

January Jackôs essay ñAre Athletes Better than Scholars?ò is published by Cherbourg School Magazine.318 

January 1 Wednesday. Jack and company go to see Bensonôs company in Julius Caesar with Frank (Sir Francis Robert) Benson (1858-

1939) as Mark Antony, Murray Carrington as Brutus, and Johnston as Caesar.319 

January 5 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about a scholarship to Malvern College, Julius Caesar, and Shakespeare. He will apparently 

be taking a scholarship exam at Malvern College. The letter is postmarked on January 6. 

January 6 Monday. Jack sends the letter to his father which he wrote yesterday.320 

January 26 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about the Cherbourg School Magazine and Jackôs recent essay, ñAre Athletes Better than 

Scholars?,ò appearing in it.321 
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February 1913 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

February 2 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about Albertôs poor health, the weather, and the Rev. Massy Hewson leaving St. Markôs.322 

February 8 Saturday. Albert receives a letter from Warren.323 

February 10 Monday. Albert writes to Jack about Warrenôs letter received on Saturday.324 

February 16 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack.325 

February 23 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack, enclosing the half-term money and commenting about a recent letter from Warren.326 

 

March 1913 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

  

March 2 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack. 

March 9 Sunday. Warren is made a prefect (student leader) at Malvern College. 

March 17 Monday. Warren plays in a first round house match, winning 23-3. 

March 19 Wednesday. Warren writes to his father. Warren takes an unauthorized trip on a motorbike. 

March 21 Good Friday. Jack apparently attends a Good Friday concert. 

March 23 Easter Sunday. Warren writes to Jack about a recent trip on a motorbike, obviously the trip on the previous Wednesday.327 

March 24 Monday. Warrenôs team probably plays its semi-final match today. 

March 30 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about travel money, Uncle Bill and Aunt Minnie, and a Good Friday concert. 

 

April 1913 

(Warrenðprobably Malvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

May 1913 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

May 8 Thursday. Jack leaves Belfast in the evening for Cherbourg House.328 
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May 9 Friday. Warren and Jack arrive at Malvern at about 7:00 p.m.329 

May 12 Monday. Albert writes to Jack about Warrenôs career and Jackôs next four weeks.330 Warren writes to his father about his 

return to Malvern and his job as prefect, asking if he can stay at Malvern College until Christmas and help Jack through his 

first term. He will be able to decide between the Railway and the A.S.C. as a career. He completes the letter at 1:20 a.m. 

Monday morning.331 

May 18 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about housecleaning, a letter from Warren about staying on another term, and Albert agreeing 

to allow this.332 Warren and friends (including Blodo) walk seven miles to the Severn River, hire boats, go swimming, and 

have tea afterwards.333 

May 24 Saturday. Warren writes to his father, thanking him for allowing him to stay at Malvern College for another term, and telling 

him that he has decided on the Royal Army Service Corps (RASC) as a career. He also writes about Sandhurst College, his 

upcoming exams, especially the French exam, and last Sundayôs expedition.334 

May 25 Sunday. Albert writes to Jack about Jackôs wardrobe, the weather, and housecleaning.335 

 

June 1913 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

June  Warren is degraded from his prefectship. Jack receives a copy of Donald A. Mackenzieôs Teutonic Myth and Legend from 

Arthur C. Allen as a scholarship prize.336 

June 1? Sunday. Jack gets sick. 

June 2 Monday. Arthur C. Allen writes to Albert Lewis, telling him that Jack is in bed with a rather high temperature.337 

June 3 Tuesday. In the evening Jack takes entrance exams for Malvern College in Latin and Greek grammar and in Latin Prose. 

June 4 Wednesday. Jack takes exams in Latin translation and verses, followed by the essay paper in the afternoon. A telegram comes 

to Albert Lewis from Arthur C. Allen at Cherbourg House, stating that Jack is nearly well and has done his papers.338 
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June 5 Thursday. Jack takes a General Paper on History and Geography, Scripture and English, a difficult French paper, which he 

does not finish, and Arithmetic and Algebra. Albert sends a telegram to Jack with ñdeep sympathyò and telling him to do his 

best and not worry.339 

June 7 Saturday. Jack writes to his father about his illness, his exams, Malvern College, and Warrenôs decision on a military rather 

than a railroad career. 

June 8 Sunday. Mr. Allen writes to Albert Lewis telling him that Jack has been recommended for a Junior Scholarship.340 Albert 

writes to Jack about Jackôs illness, Mr. Allenôs suggestion that Jack try for Uppingham instead of Malvern, the weather, and a 

Lawn Tennis Tournament that Uncle Gussie won.341 

June 9 Monday. Jack wins a classical entrance scholarship to Malvern College because of his exam scores. Mr. Allen sends a 

telegram about the scholarship to Albert, and Albert sends a telegram of congratulations to Jack.342 

June 16 Monday. Warren celebrates his eighteenth birthday. Around this time Jack writes to Warren about some music and Jack 

having just received a scholarship. Albert sends Jack some money along with a longer congratulations, probably today.343 

June 18 Wednesday. Cherbourg House has an away cricket match, which they win. 

June 19 Thursday. Albert writes to Jack about half-term this week, Glenmachan (the home of Sir William and Lady Ewart), and 

Warrenôs recent birthday.344 

June 22 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about Warren, an athletic match, and the weather. 

June 23 Monday. A letter from Warren reaches Albert this morning. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs letter, getting on the 

good side of the masters of Malvern College, and Jack doing so well in English.345 

June 29 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about an offensive friend Harry, going to Worcester, and two cricket matches. 

June 30 Monday. Albert writes to Jack about the scholarship, getting Jack an edition of Kiplingôs works, and health.346 

 

July 1913 

(WarrenðMalvern; JackðMalvern) 

 

July 1? Tuesday. Jack writes to Warren about a recent depressing letter from his father, plans for the holidays, his scholarship, and 

plans for going home. 
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July 6 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about Warrenôs loss of his prefecture, the offer of a gift from his father, and suggesting the 

poetry of Rudyard Kipling as that gift. 

July 8 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father about Cherbourg House and Warrenôs situation, thanking him for his letter. 

July 10 Thursday. Warren writes his last essay at Malvern, ñA Dream.ò347 

July 14 Monday. Albert writes to Warren and to Jack about Warrenôs lack of letter-writing.348 

July 29 Tuesday. Cherbourg completes its term, and Jack completes his education there.349 Warren leaves Malvern College.350 

Jackôs poem ñQuam Bene Saturno,ò written after the model of Tibullus, a minor Latin poet, is published by Cherbourg 

School Magazine.351 The same issue of the magazine contains a report on Cliveôs performance in cricket: ñLEWIS. 

Stonewaller. Has made a remarkable improvement from last year. Only very moderate in the field.ò This appears after Clive 

played twelve innings, making 45 runs with a high score of ten and a batting average of 5.22.352 Jack earns a scholarship to 

Malvern College.353 

July 30  Wednesday. Warren completes his education at Malvern College. 

 

August 1913 

(WarrenðBelfast; Jackðprobably Belfast) 

 

August 12 Tuesday. Warren writes that he and Jack spent the day biking from Dundrum, County Dublin to Woodenbridge, County 

Wicklow, by way of Glendalough and the Vale of Avoca. They are spending part of their summer holiday with the Hardings 

(Hope Ewart and her husband).354 

August 19 Tuesday. Albert writes to both Warren and Jack about their letters.355 

 

September 1913 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

                                                 
347 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 4, 47. 
348 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 4, 49. 
349 Surprised by Joy, 66. The Lewis Papers, Vol. 4, 50. 
350 Army Personnel Centre, Form of Particulars, dated November-December 1913. 
351 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 4, 52. 
352 The Lewis Papers, Vol. 4, 52. 
353 Surprised by Joy, 82: ñAt the end of the Summer Term 1913 I won a classical entrance scholarship to Wyvern College.ò 
354 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 4, 56. 
355 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 4, 56f. 

 



September 4 Thursday. Kirkpatrick replies to a letter from Albert Lewis about being proud of Jackôs ñessay unequalled at Malvern 

Entranceò and about Warrenôs future, agreeing to Albertôs request that he tutor Warren.356 

September 6 Saturday. Albert Lewis sends a telegram agreeing to Kirkpatrickôs suggestions for tutoring Warren and giving Warrenôs age. 

Then he writes a letter longhand to Kirkpatrick on the same day, expressing thanks, inviting letters about Warren at any time, 

and telling Kirkpatrick that Warren can find Great Bookham on his own on Wednesday.357 

September 9 Tuesday. Warren leaves Belfast to live with and study with W. T. Kirkpatrick.358 

September 10 Wednesday. Warren arrives at Great Bookham to begin his study with William Thompson (W. T.) Kirkpatrick  in 

Great Bookham, Surrey. He arrives in the afternoon shortly before the evening meal, and he is met by Kirkpatrick. Within an 

hour Warren is seated at the dining room table, doing math problems. Warren sends a telegram to his father, stating that he 

has arrived at Great Bookham safely.359 

September 13 Saturday. Warren writes to his father about Kirkpatrick and his schedule. He starts the day at 7:30, has breakfast at 8:00, 

takes a walk with Kirkpatrick, then works from 9:15 until 12:45, lunch at one, reading the papers until 2:30, work until 4:30, 

Warren on his own until 7:30, often going for a walk, high tea at 7:30, work again with Kirkpatrick from 8:30 until 11:00, 

and then to bed.360 

September 16 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren with Jack still at home, sending some razor blades.361 

September 18 Thursday. Jack starts at Malvern College, arriving at 5:30 p.m. He sends a telegram to his father to state that he arrived 

safely at Malvern. He has been reading a lot of George Bernard Shaw from his fatherôs library at this time.362 He has likewise 

recently read, or soon reads, James Stephensô The Crock of Gold.363 

September 20 Saturday. Jack writes to Warren today about Malvern elections, Smugy (Harry Wakelyn Smith), and Kirkpatrick and later 

this month about how things are going at Malvern. 

September 21 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about reaching Malvern, the study area he will have with Donald Hardman, Anderson, and 

Lodge, about Fitzgerald Hichens364 as head of house, and about Smugy. Albert writes to Warren about Jackôs departure, 

Kirkpatrick, and a letter that arrived this morning for Warren. Warren is motored to Epsom to see the ñAerial Derbyò and to 
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have tea afterwards.365 Warren writes to his father about his improvement in Latin, literary talks with Kirk, and doing 

math.366 

September 22 Monday. Jack writes to his father, requesting money for things he has to pay for, such as supplies for their study and games. 

Ordinary classes start today. 

September 23 Tuesday. Around this time Jack writes to Warren about his studies, Warrenôs letter, and pictures.367 

September 27 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about Kirkpatrickôs letter, Warrenôs personality, Warrenôs subjects of study, and Jack 

settling in at Malvern.368 

September 28 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about the work load and meeting Captain Tassell, expressing his liking for Smugy and 

thanking him for money, notepaper, and socks. The students at Malvern have a long Mission meeting with a guest speaker in 

the gym.369 Warren writes to his father about Jack, English, and the pleasure of the Kirkpatricks.370 

 

October 1913 

(WarrenðGreat Bookham; JackðMalvern) 

 

October 4 Saturday. Malvern wins a match against the Aston Old Edwardians. Warren writes to his father about his happiness at 

Kirkpatrickôs home, Jack at Malvern, and Warrenôs first essay for Kirkpatrick.371 

October 5 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about giving up drawing, winter, using the name Hichens as an alias, and Warrenôs 

upcoming exam.372 Blodo comes to Great Bookham from London and spends the day with Warren, walking to Boxhill (nine 

miles), having tea there, and coming back.373 

October 6 Monday. Warren writes to Albert about an elementary textbook on light and heat and Blodoôs visit yesterday.374 Albert writes 

to Warren about the upcoming departure of Rev. Peacocke (Rector, 1900-1914) from St. Markôs, Dundela, at the end of 

November, Kirkpatrick, and Jackôs happiness.375 

October 8 Wednesday. Albert writes a short letter to Warren, sending the textbook on light and heat. 
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October 9 Thursday. Albert writes a letter to Warren, sending some papers, and writing about going to Sandhurst, Blodo, and the 

possibility of hearing ñThe Messiahò at Christmas with Warren and Jack.376 

October 10 Friday. Warren takes the only known photograph of Mr. and Mrs. Kirkpatrick.377 

October 11 Saturday. Warren writes to his father about Blodo, Kirkpatrick, Sandhurst, and Jack. He gets his hair cut this afternoon in 

Guildford, about nine miles southwest of Great Bookham.378 

October 12 Sunday. Malvern College has a dramatic recital by Warrenôs friend in the gym, who does a Jacobs story, some bits of 

Kipling, a satire on the trials of modern traveling, and ñA Ballad of John Nicholsonò by Sir Henry Newbolt (1862-1938). 

Jack attends. 

October 13 Monday. Jack writes to his father about yesterdayôs recital, the weekly exam, his drawing which won a prize (apparently the 

prize was Wilhelm Beckerôs Charicles: or Illustrations of the Private Life of the Ancient Greeks),379 translating Horace, and 

the play Antony and Cleopatra. Jack attends chapel. Jackôs poem ñCarpe Diemò is noted in Smugyôs ñsent up for goodò 

book.380 

October 15? Wednesday. Jack writes to Warren about ñbeing worked by death by Smugy,ò fagging, Donald Hardman and Lodge, 

Browning and Bourne, his drawing, his poem, and Fish, who is Henry Salmon (1870-1933), part of the Malvern Staff who 

teaches French and German. Jack has written an article to appear in The Malvernian, although it does not appear there. Jack 

writes this letter to Warren between supper and prayers.381 

October 16 Thursday. Jack goes down to South Lodge, Smugyôs house, and copies the poem ñóCarpe Diemô after Horaceò into his great 

book. Jack writes to his father about needing some money for mission business.382 

October 18 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about Aunt Minnie, Kirkpatrick, Mr. Peacocke (Rector of St. Markôs), and various other 

things.383 Warren writes to his father about Jack, Smugy, and plans to go to the National Gallery next week with Mrs. 

Kirkpatrick.384 

October 19 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about having gone to Smugyôs house to copy the Carpe Diem poem he wrote into a book of 

Smugyôs, Aunt Minnie, and Shakespeareôs Romeo and Juliet, thanking him for sending five shillings. He encloses a copy of 

the poem to his father, entitled ñóCarpe Diemô after Horace.ò 
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October 21 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren about money and the day with Mrs. Kirkpatrick.385 

October 23 Thursday. Field day takes place at Malvern College with an hourôs march starting at 10:00 a.m. and Captain Tassell on a 

horse. 

October 25 Saturday. Mr. Kearton delivers a lecture in the gym at Malvern College.386 

October 26 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about field day at Malvern College, Anderson (a roommate), and the typical Malvernian, 

thanking him for the money he sent because of Jackôs poem. Albert writes to Warren about the trip to London, reading for an 

exam, and Aunt Minnieôs improving health.387 

October 27 Monday. Warren writes to Albert about Albertôs letter, the upcoming exam, the rain, and St. Markôs.388 

October 30 Thursday. It is field day again at Malvern College. 

 

November 1913 

(WarrenðGreat Bookham; JackðMalvern) 

 

November 1 Saturday. Malvern has a cricket match between the Cherbourg alumni and Cherbourg. This past week has also had a classical 

orchestral concert with selections from Handelôs Berenice and from Georges Bizetôs opera Carmen. 

November 2 Sunday. Jack writes to Warren about field day this past Thursday, about writing home to his father, traveling home together, 

and Jacks, an individual at Malvern College. George Gordon Fraser, ñThe Old Boy,ò asks about Warren. Jack writes to 

Albert about a match between the alumni and the current Cherbourg boys, an orchestral concert, and his half-term report. 

Jack attends chapel.389 Albert writes to Jack about keeping company with Uncle Bill and Aunt Minnieôs recovery. 

November 4 Tuesday. Warren writes to his father about his upcoming exam in about three weeks, going to London tomorrow, and the 

Arthur Dunn Cup.390 

November 5 Wednesday. Presumably, Warren goes to London with Mrs. Smyth and Mrs. Kirkpatrick (possibly the trip to the National 

Gallery, but more probably about seeing the Jerome Kern musical ñThe Laughing Husbandò at the New Theatre).391 

November 6 Thursday. Warren writes to Albert about traveling home by way of Malvern.392 Albert writes to Warren about returning from 

Scotland, the upcoming exam, and staying with Kirkpatrick until June.393 
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November 9 Sunday. Jack writes to Warren at Great Bookham about Warrenôs visits to ñThe Laughing Husband,ò a musical by Jerome 

Kern, and the Hippodrome, Warrenôs upcoming exam, purchasing Armas Jªrnefeltôs Praeludium, and the trip home in 

December. This past week Jack has apparently heard Armas Jªrnefeltôs Praeludium at the Classical Orchestral Concert. 

Albert writes to Warren, approving Warrenôs plan to come home by way of Malvern College with Jack.394 

November 10 Monday. Warren writes to his father about a half-day in London, seeing ñThe Laughing Husbandò at the New Theatre. 

November 11 Tuesday. Warren writes to his father at 3:00 p.m., thanking him for the money and the approval of the trip home by way of 

Malvern.395 

November 14 Friday. Jack goes to the Sanatorium with a bad cold. Albert writes to Warren about money for the trip home.396 

November 16 Sunday. Warren writes to Albert about affording the A.S.C., the entrance exams for Sandhurst, and an examination at the 

War Office.397 

November 19 Wednesday. Warren and Mrs. Kirkpatrick go to the Tate Gallery in London (for the third week in a row?) where he sees his 

favorite painting by Thomas J. Somerscales (1842-1927), ñOff Valparaiso.ò In the afternoon he goes to the Hippodrome 

matinee, seeing Sir James Barrieôs ñHalf an Hourò with Irene Vanbrugh, as well as seeing Nelson Jackson and Willie Solar. 

Then they have tea at the Criterion, then go to Kensington to dine with Mrs. Macmullen, a friend of Mrs. Kirkpatrick, then to 

Oxford to see a show with Miss Macmullen in it, and they also see Wilkie Bard and Maidie Scott starring in some show. 

They get back to Great Bookham at 12:55 a.m. 

November 20 Thursday. Albert writes to Warren about the upcoming entrance exams, the A.S.C., and Jack being laid up with a cold.398 

November 22 Saturday. Warren writes to Albert about his upcoming exams, his trip to the Tate Gallery on Wednesday, and the letters he 

gets from Jack.399 Probably on this day Albert writes to Warren about his upcoming exams and Jack being in the 

sanatorium.400 

November 24 Monday. Jack writes to his father from the Sanatorium about Smugyôs half-term report on him, especially on Greek grammar, 

about which Jack is disappointed, and about Jackôs health. He suggests that his birthday gift be The Rheingold & The 

Valkyrie, Volume 1 of Richard Wagnerôs Ring Cycle with 32 color illustrations by Arthur Rackham, which he receives at 

Christmas. 

November 25-December 2 Tuesday-Tuesday. Warren takes the entrance examinations for the Royal Military College at Sandhurst on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, half of Saturday, and all of Monday and Tuesday. 
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November 25 Tuesday. Warren sends Albert a postcard about doing an essay ñIs Use of Slang Justifiable?ò in his exams, plus some easy 

geography, and a long knowledge paper.401 

November 26 Wednesday. Warren sends Albert a postcard about a form that needs to be completed as well as a three-hour history paper in 

the morning, French in the afternoon, and maths tomorrow.402 

November 27 Thursday. Warren sends Albert a postcard about the maths and science exams. He writes that tomorrow he will do dictation 

and English reproduction.403 

November 28 Friday. Jack is still at the Sanatorium, where he has been since November 14. He writes to his father, congratulating him for 

his success at the Pattersonian music festival and hoping that his father will not host another dance this Christmas. Around 

this time Jack starts to read, but does not finish, Anthony Trollopeôs Framley Parsonage.404 Jack has read some of Alfred 

Lord Tennyson the past few weeks in the Sanatorium, including In Memoriam. Warren has his exam on English dictation and 

reproduction of a passage read aloud, starting at 3:00.405 

November 29 Saturday. Jack celebrates his fifteenth birthday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs last postcard, and Warren writes 

about his science paper this morning from 10:00 to noon. In the afternoon he sees the Broadway musical ñThe Girl on the 

Filmò at the Gaiety.406 

November 30 Sunday. Jack writes to his father from the Sanatorium about the dance in December, a companion in the Sanatorium by the 

name of Waley, where Jack says ñéI, who have been thoroughly enjoying the solitude, (so rare a blessing at school)é.,ò 

and the weather. He thanks his father for a postal order. Mr. Peacocke, Rector at St. Markôs, preaches his last sermon there.407 

Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs exams and Peacockeôs sermon.408 

 

December 1913 

(WarrenðGreat Bookham; JackðMalvern) 

 

December  Warren completes his studies with Kirkpatrick, visits Jack at Malvern, and the two return home to Little Lea. 

December 1 Monday. Warren writes a postcard to Albert about doing freehand drawing and Latin and having practical physics at 4:00 

p.m. tomorrow at Battersea.409 

December 2 Tuesday. Warren perhaps completes his entrance exams to Sandhurst College. 
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December 5 Friday. Albert writes to Warren about a note that was intended for Warren.410 

December 6 Saturday. Friday. Warren rises, shaves, has breakfast, runs to the train in the morning and writes from the train to Albert 

about the end of the exams, going to the ñBristolò for tea each day during exams, sees ñThe Pearl Girlò with Alfred Lester, 

Harry Welchman, Iris Hoey, Lauri de Frece, Gicely Courtneige, Ada Blanche, and others at the Shaftesbury in the afternoon 

(perhaps, therefore, sending the letter on Sunday, or, more likely, writing the letter on multiple days and sending it some days 

later), and the new Rector.411 

December 8 Monday. Jack writes to his father about end of term, Warrenôs exam, winter weather, the dance, and the soccer match 

between Malvern College and Repton, which ended in a 1-1 tie. 

December 14 Sunday. Jack writes to Warren about exactly when Warren is coming to see him and Warrenôs exams.412 Albert writes to 

Warren about Christmas, sending some money, and a possible Christmas gift.413 

December 15 Monday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs excellent letters, a table of relative incomes, and Annie going to town.414 

December 17 Wednesday. Warren writes to Albert about the letter and money received, the possibility of a gift of a record at Christmas (he 

requests ñBacchanal Rag,ò ñHully, Ragtime,ò and ñMilitary Mary Annò), and a gift of money Warren gave to the servant at 

Gastons.415 

December 19 Friday. Presumably, Warren sees ñCachez Ca,ò performed by a Parisian company in French, with Bull and the two Blodos.416 

Presumably, on this day or the next Warren leaves Great Bookham for Malvern College.417 

December 20 Saturday. Jack writes to his father about exams, Warrenôs coming, questions about Christmas presents (a book by the English 

poet Gray), and end of term. Warren arrives today at Malvern to see Jack.418 

December 23 Tuesday. Jack and Warren travel to Northern Ireland for which Albert books them overnight berths.419 

December 24 Wednesday. Jack and Warren arrive home in the morning.420 

December 25 Thursday. Christmas Day. Jack apparently receives from his father The Rheingold & The Valkyrie as a Christmas gift.421 
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The Year 1914 (140) 

 

Summary: As one of the top twenty-five candidates, Warren earned a prize cadetship scholarship to Sandhurst College, which he entered on 

February 4. There he studied Military Law, topography, military engineering, and other subjects. Jack did one more term at Malvern College 

before going to study with W. T. Kirkpatrick. In Mid-April, Jack met Arthur Greeves for the first time. He saw Arthur with a copy of H. A. 

Guerberôs Myths of the Norsemen, and they discovered that they both liked the same parts of that book and in the same way. During the 

summer, Jack wrote an irreverent tragedy that he entitled Loki Bound. He also discovered the writings of the poet W. B. Yeats. On 

September 19, Jack reached London, making his way to Great Bookham in Surrey. Arriving at Great Bookham and being met at the train 

station by Kirkpatrick, Jack began to study with W. T. Kirkpatrick at Gastons (the name of Kirkpatrickôs house), less than two months after 

the beginning of the First World War. On October 1, Warren left the Royal Military Academy and went to Aldershot with a commission as a 

Second Lieutenant. In November, Warren was sent to France to serve in the RASC during World War I, and Jack discovered William 

Morris. On December 6, Jack was confirmed at St. Markôs, Dundela, in Belfast, Northern Ireland, in what he called one of the worst acts of 

his life. 

 

Warren vacations at Castlerock for the last time until 1931. Sometime during the Kirkpatrick period, Lewis hears about Sir James Frazerôs 

The Golden Bough from Kirkpatrick, and during this period he also reads Euripidesô Hippolytus. Arthur Balfour delivers the ten Gifford 

Lectures at the University of Glasgow. Clifford Stanley Lewis (another C. S. Lewis) attends St. Johnôs College from 1914 to 1916. 

 

January 1914 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

January 8 Thursday. W. T. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert Lewis about the strong likelihood that Warren performed well on his exams. 

January 9 Friday. Warren learns that he placed twenty-first out of 201 candidates in the Army exam.422 This earns him a ñprize 

cadetshipò scholarship to Sandhurst College as one of the top twenty-five scores, which earns him admission to the college at 

half fees and a grant of £50 on obtaining a commission.423 

January 15 Thursday. W. T. Kirkpatrick writes to Warren, congratulating him on his achievement.424 

January 17 Saturday. The Medical Board declares Warren to be a successful Candidate at the recent examination for admission to the 

Royal Military College as a Gentleman Cadet No. in Order of Merit 22. 

                                                 
422 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 4, 123. This page states (Warrenôs note) that Warren placed 22nd out of 201 successful candidates, but the next page indicates that Mrs. 

Kirkpatrick had counted the list twice and learned that Warren had placed 21st. 
423 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 4, 123. 
424 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 4, 124. 

 



January 19 Monday. Albert writes to Canon James about Jack being unable to return to Malvern College on January 23 for health 

reasons.425 

January 21 Wednesday. W. T. Kirkpatrick writes to Warren, thanking him for a letter, which had expressed appreciation for 

Kirkpatrickôs fine tutoring.426 

January 23 Friday. This was the original day that Jack planned to return to Malvern, but Albert kept him home because of a cold.427 

January 29 Thursday. Annie Harper writes to Warren, congratulating him on his successful exams.428 

 

February 1914 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

February 3 Tuesday. Warren and Jack cross the Irish Sea from Belfast for school in England.429 

February 4 Wednesday. Warren enters the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst in Camberley, Surrey.430 Jack arrives at Malvern 

College. 

February 5 Thursday. Warren sends an afternoon telegram to his father, requesting that his dinner jacket be sent.431 

February 7 Saturday. Jack writes to his father about a cold he had when he left home and still has, the trip from Northern Ireland back to 

Malvern, the mild weather, Smugy (Harry Wakelyn Smith), Quennel and Donald Hardman, and Warrenôs address, thanking 

him for sending a newspaper clipping. He asks for ten shillings for two ñtaxes,ò one a tax of five shillings for a gift for 

George Fraserôs departure and the other a five-shilling tax for Canon James, the Headmaster. 

February 8 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Sandhurst, staying away from drink and debt, and giving a full account of his 

surroundings.432 Warren hears a lecture from the Commandant of the Royal Military College, Sandhurst.433 

February 9 Monday. Warren writes to Albert about Sandhurst, a £10 deposit that needs to be made, and speeches he has heard.434 

February 15 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about various happenings in Belfast and the £10 deposit, stating that this deposit was not 

actually necessary.435 Warren attends Chapel this morning with the National Anthem sung after the blessing, and he writes 
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about that as well as the fire at home and his dinner jacket.436 Warren also writes to Albert about the letter, the deposit, and 

Sandhurst.437 

February 16 Monday. Jack writes to his father about a poem he has written as an assignment, modern education, and his health. He has 

written a poem in imitation of Horace, asking an imaginary friend to stay with him at Moville, near Castlerock. He is 

enjoying the Upper V level of education. Warren writes to his father about going to town next Saturday to see a matinee with 

Blodo.438 

February 17 Tuesday. Presumably Jack goes to Cherbourg House with Tubbs.439 

February 18 Wednesday. Albert writes to Warren about permission to spend an afternoon in London.440 

February 21 Saturday. Warren goes to London to see an afternoon matinee with Blodo (Hilton).441  

February 22 Sunday. Jack goes to Cherbourg and has a pleasant afternoon. Albert writes to Warren about God and religion, the A.S.C., 

and Jackôs enthusiasm for Smugy.442 

February 24 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father about his poem, ñCarpe Diem,ò which has come out on top, and a lecture on the British 

Antarctic Expedition by Dr. Levick.443 

February 25 Wednesday. Warren writes to Albert about doing two historical essays this morning, doing Military Law, Captain Mordaunt 

emptying salt into the coffee of Captain Maycock at breakfast as a joke, and the weather.444 

February 28 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs good writing, the legal profession, Blodo, the morning service at St. 

Markôs today (although the letter is dated Saturday, it was probably completed on Sunday), and on religion states, ñI hope 

and believe that in our hearts and minds we both of us have got a grip of the knowledge that is essential. We must just try our 

best to live up to it.ò445 Warren watches some of the racing at Sandown, then in the afternoon he bikes to Wellington College 

about three miles away.446 

 

March 1914 

(WarrenðSandhurst College; JackðMalvern) 
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March 1 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about Saturdayôs activities, the church parade this morning, the preaching of the Chaplain 

General, the ten-day breather starting on April 8, and the countryside.447 

March 9 Monday. Albert writes to Warren about feeling poorly, Warrenôs April holiday, finances, etc.448 

March 10 Tuesday. Warren writes to his father about Military Law, military commissions, drills, and Captain Mordauntôs lecture.449 

March 11 Wednesday. Warren has his first monthly exam on Military Law.450 

March 17 Tuesday. Warren writes to his father about Albertôs illness, his willingness to come to Belfast in April instead of going with 

Blodo, finances, grades in topography and in military engineering, and Easter plans to stay at Sandhurst.451 

March 18 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father, stating that he has to clean another studentôs boots every day after breakfast for the next 

week. He is disliked by the prefects and hoping to leave Malvern soon. Jack is rooming with Donald Hardman (later Air 

Chief Marshall Sir Donald Hardman) and W. E. H. Quennell.452 

March 19 Thursday. Albert writes a short note to Jack, who is uncomfortable at Malvern because of the bullying.453 

March 20 Friday. Albert writes to Warren about writing to Jack last night, possibly sending Jack to Kirkpatrick next term, the local 

political situation in Belfast, Warrenôs grades relative to other students, and money (sending Warren Ã5 a month to cover all 

expenses).454 

March 21 Saturday. Jack hears a lecture on Russia in the evening. 

March 22 Sunday. Jack writes to his father, indicating that he will start home on the evening of Tuesday, March 24, to arrive the 

following day. He also writes about the head of the house Hichens, the prefect Browning, and the Ulster situation. 

March 23 Monday. Warren writes to his father about Jackôs opinion of Malvern College. 

March 24 Tuesday. Jack leaves for home in the evening after attending the House Supper. Warren writes a long letter to his father about 

Jack, Warrenôs disappointment over Jackôs unhappiness at Malvern, the possibility of sending Jack to Kirkpatrick, the Ulster 

unrest, the financial arrangements, Blodo visiting him at Easter, and tea.455 

March 25 Wednesday. Jack arrives in Belfast. 

March 29 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about the pain in Albertôs right arm, Jackôs education, the political situation, and the death 

of the Lord Mayor last week, i.e. Robert James McMordie.456 
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April  1914 

(WarrenðSandhurst College; JackðBelfast) 

 

April 1 Wednesday. Warren writes to Albert about finances, Albertôs arm, the Commandantôs inspection yesterday, and the political 

situation in Ulster.457 

April 2 Thursday. Albert writes to Warren about Jack, a photograph of Warren and a friend, and Hichens having left Malvern 

College. Jack is apparently still at home in Belfast.458 

April 8 Wednesday. Today begins a ten-day break for Warren at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst, with part of his holiday 

being spent with Blodo in Berkshire, including Easter. Warren arrives in Lambourn and is met by Blodo at either 3, 5, or 8.459 

April 10 Good Friday. 

April 12 Easter Sunday. Warren is with Blodo in Berkshire. 

Mid-April  Jack meets Arthur Greeves (1895-1966). Jack sees Arthur with a copy of H. A. Guerberôs Myths of the Norsemen, and they 

discover that they both like the same parts of that book and in the same way. Jack writes his first letter to Arthur from 

Malvern College this month. 

April 17 Friday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert Lewis about sending Jack to Campbell College in Belfast, but willing to tutor him at 

Gastons.460 

April 30 Thursday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert Lewis about taking Jack for the fall if the summer term does not work out. 

 

May 1914 

(WarrenðSandhurst College; JackðBelfast) 

 

May 1 Friday. Albert sends a telegram to Frank Sansom Preston, the new Headmaster at Malvern, succeeding Canon James who has 

retired. He states in the telegram that Jack was not well enough to cross to England on April 30.461 Albert writes to Warren 

about Jack and the lack of letters from Warren.462 

May 3 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about requesting a coat, his lack of progress at Malvern College, the possibility of studying 

with Kirkpatrick, Belfast, and the ñsocial nuisance of Xmas,ò noting that Warren is doing well at Sandhurst. It is half-term. 

Warren writes to Albert about staying with Blodo the entire fortnight of his recess, a trip to the Isle of Wight where they 
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spent two days during that recess, two days at Bournemouth, Tidworth, end of term on July 15, Jack, a request that Blodo be 

allowed to stay with them in July (to which Albert later consents), sending Jack to Kirkpatrick, and Albertôs health.463 

May 4 Monday. Jack leaves for Malvern on an overnight boat.464 

May 5 Tuesday. Jack sends a telegram to his father at 4:13 p.m., stating that he has arrived safely back at Malvern at the end of half-

term.465 

May 7 Thursday. Warren sends a telegram to his father, concerned about not receiving a letter for six weeks.466 

May 17 Sunday. Jack writes to his father after two weeks of school in the second half of the term about the new headmaster, the 

Grundy Library, Smugy (Harry Wakelyn Smith), his discovery of the poetry of Yeats, and getting Albert to send a Greek 

New Testament. 

May 23 Saturday. Albert writes to Warren about Albertôs poor health, finances, Blodo, repairs of Little Lea, Jack, the little end room, 

and the new rector, who is Arthur William Barton (Rector of St. Markôs from 1914-1925).467 

May 24 Sunday and following. Jack reads Robert Bridges and is not impressed. He starts Charlotte Brontëôs Wuthering Heights. 

May 31 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about Albert restoring the main library, Robert Bridges, and Charlotte Bront±ôs Wuthering 

Heights, indicating that he is doing better at Greek grammar. 

 

June 1914 

(WarrenðSandhurst College; JackðMalvern) 

 

June   This summer Jack writes a tragedy that he entitles Loki Bound.468 

June 5 Friday. Jack writes to Arthur, the earliest preserved letter of C. S. Lewis to Arthur Greeves, expressing delight in his 

discovery of Yeats and frustration with students who donôt appreciate music or books. He also writes about the Malvern 

library, working on Loki Bound, County Down, and Arthurôs favorite walk, and he asks Arthur to check on Albertôs health. 

June 7 Sunday. Warren writes to Albert about money, the daily papers, a (horse?) race in Epsom, and Mr. Henry at the St. Markôs 

rectory.469 Jack has two teeth removed.470 

June 14 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about Albertôs health, Speech Week starting tomorrow, the half-term report, and his 

improved grades in Greek and other subjects. 
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June 15-19 Monday-Friday. Jackôs poem ñOvidôs óPars estis pauciôò471 is at the top of the form this week, Speech Week, for Smugy. 

June 16 Tuesday. Warren celebrates his nineteenth birthday. Jack is reading A. C. Bensonôs The Upton Letters this week. 

June 18 Thursday. Warren writes to Albert about a letter from Annie, Albertôs poor health, preparing for an exam, the rifle range, a 

military funeral, and the effect of a band (the musical type) on horses.472 

June 22 Monday. Jack writes to his father, enclosing some of his poetry in imitation of Ovid. He has recently received a letter from 

Annie Strahan, the housekeeper. He states that he has ñcrossed the Rubicon in Greek Grammar.ò Malvern College has speech 

day this week (or a possible reference to speak week last week), and Jack reads Frank Prestonôs (Headmaster of Malvern 

College, 1914-1937) speech in The Times of June 2. Jack writes of the prominence of cricket at Malvern. He requests that his 

father send some money. 

June 23 Tuesday. Smugy invites Jack and another boy named Cooper to go by car to a place in the country named Birchwood, 

northwest of Malvern, where they have tea at an inn and take a long walk through fields and woods. They visit the cottage 

that Edward Elgar the composer of ñPomp and Circumstanceò (1857-1934), formerly a close friend of Smugy, had used in 

the summer. They return home again by car. 

June 28 Sunday. Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria is assassinated, leading to the start of World War I. 

June 29 Monday. Jack writes to his father about his trip with Smugy on Tuesday, the fire at Little Lea, and A. C. Bensonôs essays. 

Albert has been ill for some days or weeks. He thanks his father for money he sent. 

June 30 Tuesday. Albert writes to Badge (i.e., Warren), enclosing £5 for his July allowance.473 

 

July 1914 

(WarrenðSandhurst College; JackðMalvern) 

 

July 3 Friday. Albert writes to Jack about Albertôs recovering health, Jackôs half-term report, strong especially in Greek and 

English, and some reading he is doing.474 

July 4 Saturday. Jack receives a letter from his father, who has received an academic report on Jack. Warren writes to his father 

about the monthly allowance, his upcoming exam, the rotten weather, horseback riding, and his plans to purchase a 

motorbike.475 Blodo comes to visit Warren, but Warren is not there. 

July 5 Sunday. Warren continues his letter to his father after the Church Parade. 

July 6 Monday. Jack writes a letter to his father, thanking him for the letter he received on Saturday. Jack has had two teeth 

extracted this past week. He is reading John Henry Newmanôs Verses on Various Occasions. They have had two 
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thunderstorms and lots of cricket this past week, including a match against Repton and a game called crockets, which is like 

cricket. Jackôs essay on the difference between Genius and Talent has been sent up, and he looks forward to coming home in 

less than a month. 

July 9 Thursday. Warrenôs Sandhurst exams start.476 

July 13 Monday. Jack writes to his father about the cricket match, which apparently was played against Repton this day or on the 

weekend, his essay on ñGenius and Talent,ò crockets, Browning, and his hope for the end of term in three weeks. 

July 14 Tuesday. Jack is again ñsent up for goodò at Malvern College for an English Essay, ñGenius and Talent.ò477 Warren sends a 

telegram to Albert at 9 a.m., requesting eight pounds ten shillings, and again at 6:53 p.m. with thanks for the money.478 

July 15 Wednesday. Warren leaves Sandhurst College at the end of term.479 

July 16 Thursday. Jack has dinner with the Headmaster of Malvern College, Frank Preston, Prestonôs wife, and two other people, 

presumably because of his excellent writing. 

July 17 Friday. Warren writes to Albert from Mount Pleasant Hotel in Great Malvern about Blodo not turning up, his visit with 

Malvernians, and Jack keeping it a secret that he is leaving.480 

July 20 Monday. Jack writes to his father about Albertôs health, Aunt Annieôs letter, and the Ulster Crisis. The term ends 

tomorrow.481 Warren sends a telegram to his father about arriving in Belfast the next day.482 

July 21-28 Tuesday-Tuesday. The term ends, and Jack has his exams at Malvern College. 

July 21  Tuesday. Warren arrives home today in Belfast.483 

July 28  Tuesday. Jack finishes school at Malvern College. Jack gets a berth on a ship to go home across the Irish Sea. 

July 29  Wednesday. Jack arrives at home in Belfast. 

July 28  Tuesday. Austria attacks Serbia. 

 

August 1914 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBelfast) 

 

August 4 Tuesday. Germany invades Belgium, starting World War I. Britain declares war on Germany. 

August 5 Wednesday. Warren is recalled to Sandhurst College, as Britain declares war on Germany. 
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August 6 Thursday. Albert Lewis has been ill for the past nine weeks.484 

August 18 Tuesday. Warren writes to Albert about the last six weeks of training, having been on duty until 5:30 a.m. this morning and 

then again from 9:00 until 1:00 p.m. His typical day at present looks like this: 6:55-8:00 drill, 8:40 rifle inspection, 9:00-1:00 

tactics, 1:40-3:00 rifle shooting, 3:30-4:00 revolver shooting, 5:30-6:30 war lecture, 9:00-10:30 night march. Warren learns 

that he will probably get his commission on October 1.485 

August 23 Sunday. This is the beginning of the Battle of Mons on the Western Front when an angel allegedly enables British troops to 

hold the line against a much larger German force. 

August 30 Sunday. Warren writes to Albert from the Royal Military College about training, the A.S.C., the war, and current expenses.486 

 

September 1914 

(WarrenðSandhurst; JackðBelfast) 

 

September 1 Tuesday. Warren sends a telegram to his father, stating that he has received the letter with some money.487 

September 18 Friday. Jack leaves Little Lea and crosses overnight to Liverpool on his way to Great Bookham. 

September 19 Saturday. Jack leaves Liverpool and reaches London, making his way to the Waterloo train station and then to Great 

Bookham in Surrey. Arriving a t Great Bookham and being met at the train station by Kirkpatrick,  Jack begins to 

study with W. T. Kirkpatrick  at Gastons (the name of Kirkpatrickôs house), less than two months after the beginning 

of World War I . 

September 20 Sunday. George Louis Kirkpatrick, son of W. T. Kirkpatrick, stops in for an hour in the evening, and some of their friends 

stop in during the afternoon, which prevents Jack from writing his father a letter. 

September 21 Monday. Jack has breakfast at 8:00 a.m. At 9:00 a.m., with Crusiusô Lexicon at his side, Jack begins Homer with Kirkpatrick 

in the upstairs study, starting at the Iliad, Book I. As on most days at Gastons, Jack probably has lunch at 1:00 and takes a 

walk at 2:00. Jack writes to his father, having walked around the countryside in the afternoon, going through the outskirts of a 

large forest. He writes about how much he likes Gastons and the Kirkpatricks and about the London & S. Western Railway. 

Jack probably works again from 5:00 until 7:00, has the evening meal, followed by talk or lighter reading, with a bedtime at 

11:00 p.m. 

September 22 Tuesday. Jack has breakfast at 8:00 a.m. Probably at 9:00 a.m. Jack continues Homer with Kirkpatrick. Arthurôs brother 

Thomas Greeves is married to Winifred Lynas. 

September 26 Saturday. Jack is reading Jane Austenôs Sense and Sensibility and Homerôs Iliad. This weekend George Osbert Stirling 

Smyth, an old pupil and friend, spends the weekend with Kirkpatrick. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about having the 
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time of his life at Great Bookham, the countryside of Surrey, Homerôs Iliad, H. G. Wellsô The Door in the Wall and Other 

Stories, and Jane Austen. 

September 30 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father, expressing his satisfaction over Bookham, thanking him for his letters, and writing in 

complimentary fashion about Mrs. Kirkpatrickôs piano playing. Jack continues reading Homer, having finished the first book 

in the first week. He also walks 2.7 miles to Leatherhead for a haircut. Jack is recovering from a cold. Warren is appointed 

to a commission as a second lieutenant in the RASC (Royal Army Service Corps). Because of the need of the war, his 

officersô training is accelerated to nine months instead of two years.488 

 

October 1914 

(WarrenðSandhurst; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

October 1 Thursday. Warren leaves the Royal Military Academy and goes to Aldershot. 

October 2 Friday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert Lewis about Jackôs ñliterary temperament,ò ñone of the rare exceptions among boys,ò 

and Warrenôs commission.489 Warren writes to Albert about being a Second Lieutenant, getting the A.S.C., the work at 

Aldershot that he is doing, and getting a postcard from Blodo who is a private in a line regiment in France.490 

October 3 Saturday. The entire Gastons householdðWarren and the two Kirkpatricksðgoes to the famous Box Hill , Surrey, noted for 

its orchids and other rare plant species. 

October 4 Sunday. Jack reads an article in the Times Literary Supplement about Nietzsche being the indirect author of the war. 

October 5? Monday. Jack writes to his father about photographs, church, the article on Nietzsche in last Sundayôs Times Literary 

Supplement, Warrenôs service in the army, and the weather, stating that he attends church at St. Nicolas Church, located at 

Church Road and Lower Road in Great Bookham, every Sunday, which is probably a lie. 

October 6 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., including a synopsis of his attempt at Greek tragedy, Loki Bound. His typical 

day at Bookham is breakfast at 8:00, walking outside until 9:15, reading the Iliad until 11:00. Break until 11:15, Latin until 

lunch at 1:00. After lunch until 5:00 Jack can read, write, or walk. He works again from 5:00-7:00. Dinner at 7:30, then 

reading English Literature in the evening. Jack is reading H. T. Buckleôs History of Civilization in England and Ibsenôs plays. 

October 8 Thursday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs expenses, congratulations for his commission, drink, and some local 

news.491 

October 10 Saturday. Warren sends a telegram to his father at 1:50 p.m., asking for next monthôs allowance.492 

October 12 Monday. Albert sends a telegram to Warren, asking for an explanation of the allowance. Warren writes a letter to his father, 

asking for a loan.493 
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October 13 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father about the weather, Miss MacMullen, Belgian refugees, and Warren. This week Miss 

MacMullen, a friend of Mrs. Kirkpatrick, has come to stay with them for a week to ten days. Jack is reading the fourth of the 

Georgics, by Virgil. Jack has heard Mrs. Kirkpatrick play some Chopin, Beethoven, and Grieg on the piano for an hour or so. 

October 14 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Arthurôs illness, Jackôs Loki Bound, illustrations for Loki Bound, 

Arthurôs critique of Loki, Arthur composing music for it, and Mrs. Kirkpatrickôs piano playing of Beethoven, Chopin, and 

others. 

October 15 Thursday. The Times runs an article about an impending German invasion of England, which worries Albert Lewis. 

October 16 Friday. Albert writes to Warren about a missing letter that he sent to Warren, Warrenôs allowance for November, and 

Warrenôs explanation of the need for money.494 

October 17 Saturday. Jack goes with Mrs. Kirkpatrick to meet and converse in French with the Belgian refugees.495 

October 18 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about the war, indicating that the ladies of Bookham have secured a cottage for seven 

Belgian refugees who are fleeing from Germany. Miss MacMullen is still at Bookham. 

October 20 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about drawing a horse, Irish mythology, boring evenings, and Mrs. 

Kirkpatrickôs piano playing. This week Jack goes to London to see the Imperial Russian Balletôs performance of Fleurs 

dôOrange and G. P. Huntley acting in Eric Bloreôs A Burlington Arcadian at the London Coliseum. The performances take 

place October 19-24.496 

October 25 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about what Albert sees as a coming German invasion of England, posting a letter to the 

Colonel (Warren), who is at Aldershot, and getting to town last week to see the Russian ballet. Warren sends a telegram to 

Albert at 10:44 p.m. that his money situation is okay.497 

October 28 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about the Shee (Irish fairies), Loki, the trip to the London Coliseum, and 

having recently heard Chopinôs Mazurkas and Beethovenôs ñSonate Path®tiqueò at Gastons, played by Mrs. Kirkpatrick. 

October 29 Thursday. Warren writes to Albert about letters, Willie Greeves, a request that Albert come and visit, expenses, and Jack.498 

 

November 1914 

(WarrenðAldershot; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

November  Jack discovers the author William Morris. 

November 2 Monday. Warren sends a telegram to his father at 4:58 p.m., stating that he leaves for France on Wednesday, November 4, 

and requesting that Albert and Jack come to see him off (neither of whom is able to make it).499 
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November 3 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father about books coming from Malvern, Prince Louis of Battenberg, Smyth, Warren, the war, 

the weather, and Jackôs improved cold. 

November 4 Wednesday. Warren goes to France to serve with the 4th Company 7th Divisional Train British Expeditionary Force 

(BEF) as a second lieutenant in the Royal Army Service Corps, leaving at 6:00 p.m.500 He serves at a base in Le Havre501 

in the supply and transport side of the Army. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Great Bookham, writing, the autumn 

glories, the desolation of war, and the Celtic plays of Yeats. 

November 5 Thursday. Warren begins his World War I service with 4 Company 7th Divisional Training B.E.F. 

November 6 Friday. Warren writes to Albert from Hotel Restaurant Tortoni, Place Gambetta, Le Havre, about his recent crossing to 

France.502 

November 8 Sunday. Jack writes to his father Albert about Warren and a philosophical argument with his father. He thanks his father for 

four parcels. 

November 10 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Arthurôs music and illustrations, Arthurôs cold, truth, Ainsworth, and 

souteraines, indicating that he had recently been in Guildford and had purchased a book by William Morris, The Well at the 

Worldôs End. 

November 13 Friday. Jack receives a letter from his father and writes a letter to him the same day. Jack writes about the Paradise-Inferno 

controversy, his upcoming confirmation, travel plans to Belfast for his confirmation, and Albertôs health. Albert writes to 

Warren about Warrenôs position, the A.S.C., the War Office, Jack coming home in a week or so to be confirmed, and his 

spiritual concern for Warren.503 

November 17 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Sir Thomas Maloryôs Morte dôArthur, The Well at the Worldôs End, 

Arthurôs loneliness, Jackôs solitude, and County Down in the snow, and he writes to Dentôs to purchase a copy of Maloryôs 

Morte dôArthur. Miss MacMullen is still staying with the Kirkpatrickôs. Albert writes to Jack about the Christmas holiday, 

Jackôs upcoming confirmation, and a harmless lunatic named Mr. Russell who hangs around St. Markôs.504 

November 20 Friday. After receiving a letter from his father, Jack writes a brief letter to his father tonight about the confirmation plans for 

December 6. Warren writes to his father about letters, the sound of guns firing, a Taube airplane (a popular World War I 

airplane used by Italy and Austria-Hungary) flying over his town, and his address.505 Albert begins a letter today and 

continues writing through November 22 about the post office losing one of his letters, a bill from the R.M.C., some local 

needs, and a promise to send whatever Warren needs.506 
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November 25 Wednesday. Albert writes to Warren about sending whatever Warren needs, the loss of letters by the post office, and Godôs 

blessings.507 

November 27 Friday. Jack leaves London for Belfast.508 

November 28 Saturday. Jack returns to Belfast in time for his birthday. 

November 29 Sunday. Jack celebrates his sixteenth birthday. Near this date Jack has a picture in his mind of a Faun carrying an umbrella 

and parcels in a snowy wood. 

 

December 1914 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 

 

December 1 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren about correspondence, a package of cigarettes he sent, the correct address, Jackôs arrival at 

home for his confirmation, and German mines in the Irish Sea.509 Warren writes to Albert about getting a letter from Albert, 

camp routine, and the start of granting leave.510 

December 5 Saturday. The Rector Barton holds a service this evening for confirmation candidates and their parents.511 

December 6 Sunday. Jack is confirmed along with Joey Lewis at St. Markôs, Dundela, in Belfast in what he calls one of the worst 

acts of his life. Jack and Albert go to Glenmachan to see George Harding, husband of Hope Ewart.512 

December 7 Monday. Albert writes to Warren about poor letter delivery service, seeing George Harding, and Christmas.513 

December 15 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs cheering letters, packages Albert has sent, and the birth of Christ.514 

December 18? Friday. Jack sees the opera Fra Diavolo in Belfast with the Greeves family. This week he has also seen Handelôs Messiah 

with Carrie Tubb as soprano. 

December 21 Monday. Jack and company visit the home of the Ewarts (Glenmachan) in the evening for a supper party of Kelso Ewart, 

known as Kelsie. Her mother calls it a book party. Warren writes to his father about Christmas dinner in a comfortable billet, 

the wet and cold weather, caring for the horses, and his daily schedule, which begins at 5:00 a.m.515 

December 22 Tuesday. Jack writes to his brother Warren about his service at the front, the ñMoody Mannersò Opera Company in Belfast, 

seeing the Faust and Il Trovatore operas, the works of Shelley and Keats, Fra Diavolo, Handelôs music (apparently the 

ñMessiah,ò which Jack does not like), books on Shelley and Keats, and Bookham. He has recently seen the ñMoody 
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Mannersò at an Opera Company in Belfast, and also Faust and Il Trovatore. He expresses having some difficulty with Mrs. 

Gwenydd Cruttwell, wife of George Edward Wilson Cruttwell who lives in Bayfield, Bookham. 

December 25 Christmas Day. Friday. Albert and Jack attend St. Markôs in the morning.516 Jack receives T. W. Rollestonôs Myths and 

Legends of the Celtic Race from his father for Christmas. Jack goes to see Miss Annie Harper in the evening, taking a gift for 

her.517 

December 29 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren about Christmas alone with Jack, attending church at St. Markôs on Christmas Day, and 

Jack currently writing to Mrs. Kirkpatrick to thank her for a book she gave him for Christmas.518 
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The Year 1915 (124) 

 

Summary: While Jack was enjoying his studies in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Kirkpatrick, Warren was engaged in his war service in France. 

 

Jack writes the poems ñMy Western Gardenò and ñA Death Song,ò at Easter.519 In this year, the Rev. J. E. Swinhoe ceases to be the curate 

of St. Markôs, and he is replaced by the Rev. J. Waring.520 

 

January 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 

 

January 7 Thursday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert about Jackôs ñliterary judgmentsò and his ñunerring instinctò to detect ñfirst rate 

quality in literary workmanship,ò and about the danger of a German invasion.521 

January 13 Wednesday. Jack returns to Gastons.522 

January 20 Wednesday. The brother of the Smyth boy has lunch at Gastons, or Bookham, today. 

January 21 Thursday. It snows all day in Gastons. 

January 23 Saturday. The Curate comes in the afternoon to Gastons for tea. Albert writes to Warren about Aunt Lily, the arrival of 

Warrenôs parcel, and Jackôs return to Gastons ten days ago.523 

January 24 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about returning to Gastons, studying German, the Smyth boy, the war, Kirkpatrickôs 

comments about the war, and some books. Jack plans to return the Iliad I-XII and to get Odyssey I-XII. He asks for Tacitusôs 

Agricola. Perhaps around this time he also reads Lucretius, since he mentions both Tacitus and Lucretius in the same 

sentence.524 

January 26 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. on the same day that he receives a letter from him, having just returned from a 

compulsory chase. He writes about Charlotte Bront±ôs Villette, the author Henry Seton Merriman, the Arthurian legend, and 

Malory. He is nearly finished with Maloryôs Le Morte dôArthur. He is thinking of a theme for a Celtic narrative poem. 

January 30 Saturday. In a raid near Fleetwood, the Germans sink the Kilcoan, a collier (a ship that carries coal) that Albertôs brother 

Joseph Lewis had designed. Warren writes to his father from France about speaking French, Albertôs letter, ñSinister Street,ò 

and his divisional train which looks after both transport and supply.525 
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February 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

February Warren gets his first leave from France. Jack travels home to Little Lea with Warren. 

February 2 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. He is reading Le Morte dôArthur and compares it to William Morris. He writes 

of the Belgian family of seven refugees and is apparently infatuated with one of the girls in the family. He writes about 

loneliness, Albertôs health, William Makepeace Thackerayôs novel Edmond, and author George Henty. 

February 3 Wednesday. Jack sends the Iliad along with a letter to his father. He writes about the war, the Zeppelin,526 Kiplingôs writings, 

and his learning of German. Albert writes to Warren about a German submarine raid in the Irish Channel which sunk three 

colliers (ships carrying coal), the rise in the price of coal, the Mikado at the local amateur operatic society, and Warrenôs need 

for cigarettes.527 

February 6 Saturday. Warren writes to Albert about Albertôs letter, the Kingôs Commission, and clergy who preach about the war.528 

February 7 Sunday. While Warren, Albert, and Jack are at The Kilns in the afternoon, Henry Stokes arrives. Then they go to visit 

relatives.529 

February 9 Tuesday. Jack returns to Great Bookham in the morning by way of Dublin and Holyhead after a week with Warren, who is on 

leave for a week.530 

February 13 Saturday. Jack writes to his father about Spenser, the Helena of Euripides, the opera in Belfast, Glenmachan, and Kirkpatrick. 

Jack is reading a book by Swinburne, A Study of Shakespeare. He thanks his father for the shoes that Albert had just sent. 

February 14 Sunday. Henry Stokes arrives at Gastons, so Jack writes to Arthur from his bedroom at 10:00 p.m. to avoid the annoyance of 

Henry Stokes. 

February 15 Monday. Warren leaves Belfast at 5:00 p.m., then he leaves Holyhead at midnight.531 

February 16 Tuesday. Warren arrives at the front at 7:30 p.m.532 Jack writes to Arthur at 11:00 p.m. about Jackôs black mood, the Belgian 

girl, Henry Stokes, and Arthurôs self-pity. 

February 22 Monday. Warren writes to his father about his routine, his recent leave, and a parcel of books that awaited him on his 

return.533 

February 28 Sunday. Lloyd George, Minister of Munitions, gives a speech appealing for an end to labor disputes. 
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March 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

March 1 Monday. The Times publishes Lloyd Georgeôs speech. 

March 3 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father about his father not writing recently, the snow, the ladies of Bookham at tea, and Easter 

holiday arrangements. He has recently read Walter Landorôs Pericles and Aspasia. This week Gerald Brice Ferguson Smyth, 

the soldier who lost an arm in the war and is soon returning to the front, has been staying with the Kirkpatricks. He had bn 

tutored by Kirkpatrick in the past, as had his brother George Osbert Stirling Smyth sometime later. 

March 7? Sunday. Jack writes to his father about Lloyd Georgeôs speech, Gerald Brice Ferguson Smyth, and the weather. Jack is 

reading Algernon Swinburneôs Poems and Ballads. Jack requests from his father Aeneid VII and VIII.  Warren is in Saille, 

France, and it is half-term for Jack. 

March 14-20 Sunday-Saturday. During this week Jack reads De Quinceyôs Confessions of an English Opium Eater. 

March 21? Sunday. Jack writes to his father about various possibilities for the ferryðFleetwood, or Larne and Stranraerðespecially in 

the light of German submarines. He thanks his father for sending the Aeneids. 

March 26 Friday. Warren writes a short note to Albert about Albertôs letter, with thanks for the cigarettes and tobacco.534 

March 30 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., indicating that he has received a letter from the Belgian girl recently. He also 

writes about crossing to England, longing for Belfast, boarding school arrangements, the sea, the beauty of Surrey, and his 

correspondence with his father about the danger of German submarines when crossing to Ireland. 

 

April 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

April 1 Thursday. Jack leaves on the ferry for Belfast. 

April 2 Good Friday. Jack arrives home in the morning. He writes poetry during this month. 

April 4 Easter Sunday. Around this time Jack writes the poems ñThe Hills of Down,ò ñMy Western Garden,ò and ñA Death Song.ò535 

April 9 Friday. Warren writes to Albert about his usual routine, Albertôs recent letter, his billet on a big farm, and other minor 

news.536 

April 15 Thursday. Joy Davidman (1915-1960) is born at St. Markôs Hospital in the Bronx, New York.537 
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April 23 Friday. Warren writes to his father about the poet Sir Henry Newbolt, Annieôs cake, Swinburne, and Jackôs lack of letter-

writing.538 

April 29 Thursday. Jack crosses from Belfast to England.539 

 

May 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

May 1 Saturday. Probably on this date Jack arrives in Bookham. 

May 3 Monday. Jack purchases a book on William Morris, i.e., Arthur Clutton-Brockôs William Morris: His Work and Influence. He 

finishes reading Shirley by Charlotte Brontë. 

May 4 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about John Rutherfordôs The Bread of the Treshams (1903), which Arthur is 

reading, Lohengrin, Schubertôs Rosamunde, Wagnerôs Fire Music, William Morris, Arthurôs sentimentality, Chopin, and 

Charlotte Brontëôs Shirley. 

May 11 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about sentiment, art, Miss Bradley, soaking machines, gramophones, and music. 

He orders The Roots of the Mountains by William Morris, since his interest in Morris has just been renewed. It has been 

raining for most of the past 36 hours. 

May 13 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about his arrival at Great Bookham, Sunday luncheons at the Rectory, and the weather. 

May 22 Saturday. Jack goes with Mrs. Kirkpatrick to the village of Limneslease near Compton beyond Guildford in Surrey, where 

the painter George Frederic Watts lived, and he visits a gallery of paintings, seeing such paintings as ñPaolo and Francesco,ò 

ñFound Drowned,ò ñOrpheus & Eurydice,ò ñEndymion,ò and ñSir Galahad.ò540 

May 23 Sunday. Jack attends church in the morning, while Mr. & Mrs. Kirkpatrick go to Bristol to visit their son Louis who is in the 

hospital. 

May 25 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., apologizing for not writing, mainly because he has been reading William 

Morrisô The Roots of the Mountains, which has nothing supernatural or fairy about it, last Saturday, sentiment, some friends 

of Arthur, record catalogues, and soaking machines. He writes to his father late at night, just before bedtime, about the trip to 

Compton and the art of George Frederic Watts, nightingales, and the Colonel (Warren). He comments on the supernatural 

element always in the margin of the Morris book. Mr. Kirkpatrick returns from Bristol this evening, and Mrs. Kirkpatrick 

stays a few days longer in Bristol. Arthur J. Balfour replaces Winston Churchill as the First Lord of the Admiralty. 

May 28? Friday. Jack writes to his father about someone from Bernagh (the Greeves home) serving in an ambulance corps, the war, 

the possibility of volunteering for war service, the hot weather, Swinburne, and Morris. This week Jack has gotten a copy of 

Laxdaela Saga, then purchases his own copy. Mrs. Kirkpatrick is back from Bristol. He learns that his father is depressed. 
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Warren writes to his father about not writing for a long time, his Brigadeôs movements, getting home by Christmas, the 

parcel of smokes, and a request for some books (Matthew Arnold, Tennyson).541 

 

June 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

June  Jack may read Platoôs The Phaedrus during this month (but see the entry for August 17, 1915).542 

June 1 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Arthurôs letter, the possibility of visiting his Aunt Agnes in Larne Harbour 

during the summer holidays, Odeon records, Icelandic Sagas, Albertôs sadness, and the Laxdaela Saga. Sometime during this 

month the first Zeppelin attack on London takes place when the airships bomb Waterloo station.543 

June 5 Saturday. Jack claims to have met the prettiest girl he has ever seen. 

June 7 Monday. Jack writes to his father and his brother this evening.544 

June 8 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about a misunderstanding over a holiday, Jane Austenôs Mansfield Park, a pretty 

girl, and music. He is still reading Laxdaela Saga. 

June 9 Wednesday. Warren writes to Albert about the rain, the Tennyson book, and some minor local news.545 

June 16 Wednesday. Warren celebrates his twentieth birthday. 

June 17 Thursday. Warren writes a very short note to Albert with a request for a wristwatch.546 

June 18 Friday. Jack writes to his father immediately after receiving a letter from him about the war, conscription, writing to Warren, 

and arrangements for the trip home in late July. Jack is currently reading William Shakespeareôs Othello. He proposes travel 

plans for the end of July. 

June 29 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about argumentation, the meaning of the word Leeborough, holiday times, soul 

and body, Maurice Hewlettôs Lore of Proserpine, Arthurôs art, and the gramophone. Jack writes about planning to spend ten 

days with his maternal grandmother Mrs. Mary Hamilton in Archburn, Knock. Jack is reading Charlotte Brontëôs The 

Professor. 

 

July 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 
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July  During this month Jack reads Prometheus Bound in the original Greek.547 Jack writes the poems ñTo the Gods of Old Time,ò 

ñThe Town of Gold,ò óThe Wood Desolate (near Bookham),ò and ñAnamnesis.ò548 

July 4 Sunday. Warren arrives in Bookham on leave. He and Jack travel together to Belfast.549 Warren sends a telegram to Albert at 

11:30 a.m., requesting that Albert send permission to Kirkpatrick for Jack to travel with him.550 

July 5 Monday. Warren and Jack arrive in Belfast. William Jaffé, a friend of Albert, comes in the evening.  

July 9 Friday. Jack returns to Bookham, arriving in London at 7:30 a.m., probably after leaving Belfast on July 7 and spending some 

time with Warren before traveling to Bookham. They go to the Hippodrome to see ñPush and Goò starring Harry Tate and 

Violet Loraine, followed by tea at Waterloo, before Warren sees Jack off and leaves at 7:00.551 Warren heads for France and 

arrives in Boulogne at midnight.552 

July 10 Saturday. Warren arrives at his base at 7:00 a.m. Jack writes to his father immediately after receiving a letter from him about 

a financial misunderstanding, but insisting on his innocence. Former Kirkpatrick student George Osbert Stirling Smyth is at 

Gastons for tea in the afternoon.553 Warren also writes to his father about his visit to the Hippodrome and return to France.554 

July 11 Sunday. Jack attends church in the morning and hears what he calls a pointless sermon. Jack reads the Oscar Wilde play Lady 

Windermereôs Fan all afternoon.555 

July 12 Monday. Jack works from 2:00 until 4:00, starting with Prometheus Bound, then goes to Leatherhead after tea, taking a train 

back after buying an Everyman ñHebbelôs Plays.ò556 

July 13 Tuesday. Jack goes to Leatherhead to find his lost purse, but fails to find it. At a new bookshop he buys John Ruskinôs 

Sesame and Lilies, then continues with Prometheus Bound, and gets a postcard from Arthur.557 

July 14 Wednesday. Jack spends the afternoon playing croquet and having tea. Jack finishes Ruskinôs Sesame and begins Lilies. He 

gets in a short walk in spite of rain.558 

July 15 Thursday. Jack wanders on the common, Mrs. Kirkpatrick returns after some days, Jack reads more of Lilies, and then he 

does more Prometheus.559 
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July 16 Friday. Jack has tea alone, since Mrs. Kirkpatrick is in London for most of the day. Kirkpatrick finds Jackôs missing purse on 

the mantelpiece, Jack reads more of Prometheus and Ruskinôs Of Queenôs Gardens.560 

July 17 Saturday. Jack spends the afternoon playing croquet and having tea, also going to Leatherhead in the afternoon and getting a 

haircut, then he finishes Ruskinôs Of Queenôs Gardens, and he starts Othello.561 

July 18 Sunday. Jack walks to Mickleham through Norbury in the morning, gets a letter from Warren, answers Warrenôs letter after 

lunch, and meets Mr. and Mrs. George Edward Wilson (and Gwenydd) Cruttwell after tea.562 

July 19? Monday. Jack again spends the afternoon playing croquet and having tea, writes a poem called ñThe Gods of Eld,ò and he 

writes to his father in the evening.563 In Greek he has begun Demosthenes, who, with Cicero, he later calls ñthe Two Great 

Bores.ò Jack writes to his father about Albertôs health, croquet, the war, an Icelandic translation he has recently read, 

Demosthenes, and Cicero. 

July 20 Tuesday. Jack wanders on the common after tea, works on his new poem, and spends the evening working on a chapter of 

Roman history.564 

July 21 Wednesday. Jack finally mails the letter he had written to his father on Monday, goes to Leatherhead to swim, visits the new 

bookshop, and he finds both Leatherhead and the new bookshop unavailable. After tea he starts to fair copy his new poem.565 

July 22 Thursday. Jack finishes his new poem, and he reads Keatsô sonnets in the evening.566 

July 23 Friday. Jack goes to Leatherhead in the afternoon and swims, visits the new booksellers and buys another Ruskin, i.e. The 

Two Paths, and reads Keatsô ñNightingaleò and ñSt. Agnes Eve,ò enjoying them.567 

July 24 Saturday. Jack survives tea at the Lloydôs, then plays croquet, writes to Arthur568 in the evening, probably at 10:00 p.m., 

about letter-writing, Henry Seton Merrimanôs The Sowers, Coleridgeôs poem ñChristabel,ò having Arthur teach him about 

drawing during the next holidays, Arthurôs piano playing, the music of Lohengrin, and William Jaffé. Mrs. Kirkpatrick plays 

the Polonaise on the piano about this time. 

July 25 Sunday. Jack goes to church, which is dull, sees Mrs. Murray and the Cruttwells at tea and bridge in the afternoon, reads 

some of The Two Paths, and hears Mrs. Kirkpatrick play piano in the evening.569 
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July 26 Monday. Jack goes to Leatherhead and swims, finishes Prometheus, starts the ñArs poetica,ò by Horace, reads Mrs. 

Kirkpatrickôs novel by Virginia Woolf, i.e., The Voyage Out, studies French, and recovers his comb.570 Warren writes to 

Albert about the letter from Albert that he received this afternoon, the cycle car (rather than a motorbike) he intends to buy, 

the same duties he has, and the wedding of Muriel Thompson.571 

July 27 Tuesday. Jack plays croquet with Mlles. Germaine, reads some Shelley in the evening, and gives up on the new Ruskin.572 

July 28 Wednesday. Jack goes to swim at Leatherhead in the afternoon, gets a letter from Warren, writes to Warren in the evening 

and to his father, and reads more of Virginia Woolfôs The Voyage Out. Miss Macmullen, the theatrical lady, is staying at 

Gastons. Jack serves as a guinea pig for various attempts by Miss Macmullen at bandaging. 

July 29 Thursday. Jack tells Kirkpatrick that he is leaving for Belfast tomorrow, packs in the evening, and reads some of Matthew 

Arnoldôs shorter poems after supper.573 

July 30 Friday. Jack leaves for Belfast on this day by way of a crowded train to Fleetwood, bringing Prometheus with him.574 

July 31 Saturday. Jack arrives in Belfast for eight weeks or less.575 He adds six more poems to his ñMetrical Meditations of a Cod.ò 

 

August 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 

 

August During this month at Little Lea Jack writes the poems ñAgainst Potpourriò and ñA Prelude,ò576 which are part of Jackôs 

ñMetrical Meditations of a Cod.ò577 

August 8 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about Albertôs recent letter, the Scotsman he has received from Aunt Suffern, the 

wristwatch he now uses, the War Loan, Uncle Hamilton, and the unchanging war front.578 

August 11 Wednesday. Warren completes the letter to his father which he started on Sunday.579 

August 17 Tuesday. Kirkpatrick writes to Jack, who is in Belfast, about the reading he should be doing. This suggests that Jack will 

soon be reading, probably for the first time, Platoôs The Phaedrus, Demosthenesô De Corona, Tacitusô The Annals, and 

Aeschylusô The Agamemnon.580 
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August 20 Friday. Warren writes a brief note to his father about getting a pair of marching boots sent to him.581 

August 30 Monday. Warren writes a brief note to his father about having no time to write, but having received the boots.582 

 

September 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

September 15 Wednesday. Warren is transferred to 3rd Company 7th Divisional Train B.E.F., France.  

September 16?Thursday. Terence Forde arrives at the Kirkpatrickôs as an additional pupil. His aunt, Mrs. Ferguson, comes with him and 

leaves that evening. Kirkpatrick writes a letter to Albert Lewis, indicating that Jack is not currently with him.583 

September 17? Friday. Jack writes to his father about Terence Forde, the nephew of Mrs. Ferguson.584 Forde is now staying at Gastons and 

preparing for exams. Jack and his father both have a cold. 

September 18 Saturday. Around this time Jack arrives back in Bookham. 

September 24 Friday. Warren is admitted to Rawal Pindi British General Hospital Wimereux. 

September 25 Saturday. Warren writes a postcard to his father indicating that he is sick and in the hospital.585 

September 30 Thursday. Warren sends a telegram to his father indicating that he was admitted to Rawal Pindi British General Hospital 

Wimereux, which is ña real summer resort,ò on September 24.586 

 

October 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

October 2? Saturday. Jack takes a walk with Kirkpatrick after supper on a beautiful night in the moonlight at about 9:00 p.m.587 

October 3 Sunday. Warren writes a brief letter to his father indicating that he is returning to his company today. He has been swimming 

every day.588 The Secretary of the War Office sends Albert Lewis a telegram that Warren has been discharged from the 
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hospital.589 Between September 25 and October 3, probably closer to the latter date, Jack writes a letter to his father about 

reading The Faerie Queene, as well as the atheist Arthur Schopenhauer occasionally.590 

October 4 Monday. Warren writes a letter to his father indicating that, though discharged, the lack of train service has kept him at the 

hotel, but he is expecting to return tonight. The last ten days have been splendid for him.591 

October 5 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Terence Forde, Portrush and Dunluce Castle, Columbia records, Charlotte 

Bront±ôs Shirley, poetry, Swinburneôs Poems and Ballads, and music lessons for Arthur from Dr. Lawrence Walker of 

Belfast. Jack is reading The Faerie Queene. He normally takes an afternoon walk by himself. 

October 12 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about a recent trip to Guildford to hear Eugene Ysaye playing the violin 

(including ñLiebestraumò by Franz Liszt), his dreams, and being in love. At this time Jackôs typical schedule looks like this: 

after breakfast and a short walk, he and Kirkpatrick work on Thucydides and Homer. After a 15-minute break, they do 

Tacitus until lunch at 1:00. Jack is free until tea at 4:30 p.m. At 5:00 they do Plato and Horace till supper at 7:30, then 

German and French until 9:00 p.m. Then Jack is free to go to bed when he chooses, which is usually at about 10:20 p.m. In 

his room he writes his diary and some poetry and does some drawing. He is currently reading Jack Londonôs book The 

Jacket. 

October 22 Friday. Jack writes to his father about the library at Little Lea, a school discipline story at Malvern College, Punch magazine, 

and the Zeppelins. 

October 25 Monday. Warren writes to his father about not receiving a letter from Albert since September 20, a companion named Horace 

Stratford Collins (from Dundrum near Dublin) who shares literary interests with Warren, and the need for conscription 

soon.592 

October (late) Jack writes to his father about the Zeppelins, The Victorians, perhaps the one by Netta Syrett, which Jack has been reading, 

The Fairie Queene, and Arthur Schopenhauer. 

 

November 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

November 3 Wednesday. Warren writes to Albert about their exchange of letters and the problems with the postal service, some missing 

letters, the books he has with him between his possessions and that of Horace Collins (Sir Henry Newbolt, Alfred Tennyson, 

Matthew Arnold, Macaulayôs essays, Montaigne, Francis Palgraveôs Golden Treasury, Oscar Wildeôs poems, and Omar 

Khayyam), a request for a book of poems by Yeats.593 
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November 5 Friday. Warren finishes the letter to his father which he started on Wednesday.594 The move of the military prevented his 

completion of that letter. He writes about a shell bursting nearby, the possibility of leave at the end of this month, the hope of 

Jack coming home for Warrenôs leave, possibly changing that leave to one in the last week of December, Albertôs accident, 

and winter clothing.595 

November 11 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about Bill Patterson, Rudyard Kiplingôs career, Headlong Hall by Thomas Peacock, which 

he is reading, a coat, and some Greek literature which he will read after writing this letter. 

November 15? Monday. Jack writes to his father about Terence Forde, Albertôs dental problems, Spenser, Schopenhauer, Swinburne, and the 

Mons angel. Jack is reading Schopenhauerôs The World as Will and Idea,596 which he calls ñabstruse and depressing,ò and 

Swinburneôs Erechtheus. A hard frost sets in with a little snow. 

November 16 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about letter-writing, obtaining a copy of The Faerie Queene, record catalogues, 

and Swinburne. He is still reading The Faerie Queene and has started The Well at the Worldôs End again. 

November 17 Wednesday. Warren writes a short note to Albert, acknowledging Albertôs letter and indicating that he is likely to reach home 

on leave on December 3.597 

November 19 Friday. Jack writes to his father about the weather being frosty and snowy, negative appraisals of the poet Byron, as well as 

Ovid, Charles Dickens, and William Wordsworth, and an opera company. Jack congratulates his father on being appointed as 

a church warden for the third time at St. Markôs.598 

November 24 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father about Warrenôs leave, Albertôs side, and Albertôs teeth. 

November 25 Thursday. Jack sends yesterdayôs letter to his father.  

November 26 Friday. Albert writes to Jack, grateful for Jackôs kind letter. He indicates that he will send traveling money to Jack and write 

to Kirkpatrick so that Jack can come home on short notice.599 

November 29 Monday. Jack celebrates his seventeenth birthday. Albert writes Jack about traveling home, and he includes £4 for travel.600 

November 30 Tuesday. Warren writes to his father about leave coming on December 12 or later.601 

 

December 1915 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 
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December 2 Thursday. Jack walks down to the train station (probably Leatherhead) to meet Warren, but Warren does not arrive. He is due 

on December 12. 

December 4 Saturday. Jack writes to his father about Warrenôs leave, walking to the train station, Kirkpatrick, and The Fairie Queene. It 

has been raining for several days. Jack is reading Andrew Langôs History of English Literature, John Mackailôs (ñthe man on 

Wm. Morrisò) Springs of Helicon, and Gilbert Murrayôs A History of Ancient Greek Literature. He thanks his father for 

money sent for his next trip home to Belfast. 

December 6 Monday. Albert writes apologetically to Jack about forgetting his birthday, wishing him many happy birthdays, and 

explaining the different possibilities for travel at Christmas due to Warrenôs uncertain plans.602 Albert writes to Warren about 

changed travel plans for both Warren and Jack.603 

December 12 Sunday. Presumably, Warren leaves where he is stationed, apparently in France, travels through London, and arrives by train 

at Bookham. 

December 14 Tuesday. Gordon Ewart and Lily Greeves, sister of Arthur Greeves, are married.604 

December 16 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father about his upcoming trip to Ireland, probably on the Fleetwood boat and probably on 

Monday.605 

December 17 Thursday. Jack mails the letter to his father. Albert writes to Jack about Jack returning to Belfast on Monday.606 

December 20 Monday. Presumably, Jack leaves for Ireland and gets an overnight berth on a boat at Fleetwood.607 

December 21 Tuesday. Jack arrives at Little Lea. Sometime during the next days, Jack writes the poems ñBallade of a Winterôs Morning,ò 

ñSonnet to John Keats,ò ñYet More of the Wood Desolate,ò ñThe Wind,ò and ñNew Yearôs Eve.ò608 

December 24 Friday. Warren writes to Albert, wishing him a happy Christmas. He hopes to be home in January, which makes it clear that 

he did not make it home for Christmas.609 

December 25 Saturday. Christmas Day. Presumably, Jack receives as a Christmas gift from his father the remaining volumes of the Ring of 

Wagner (he already has The Rheingold and The Valkyrie in 1913, so he must have received Siegfried and Twilight of the 

Gods).610 

December 27? Monday. Jack experiences Joy, a taste of heaven, during a misty morning walk on a hill.611 
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The Year 1916 (137) 

 

Summary: On January 27, the Military Service Act came into effect, beginning the draft into military service, which would, of course, 

include Jack. On Saturday, March 4, Jack purchased George MacDonaldôs Phantastes: A Faerie Romance, the book that baptized his 

imagination, at a bookstall in the long, timbered platform of the Leatherhead train station. On March 22, Jackôs maternal grandmother, Mary 

Warren Hamilton, died at the age of 92. On October 1, Warren was promoted to the rank of temporary Captain. On October 12, Jack wrote 

to Arthur, ñI believe in no religion é all mythologies to give them their proper name é.ò During this year Jack was considering which 

Oxford colleges he wished to enroll in. On December 5-9, Jack took scholarship exams at the Hall of Oriel College in Oxford. On December 

13, Jack was awarded a scholarship to University College in a letter from the Master, Reginald W. Macan. 
 

January 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 

 

January  Jack discovers the anonymous Icelandic story, The Saga of Grettir the Strong. 

January 8 Saturday. The Times publishes the Military Service Act, which will institute the draft. 

January 11 Tuesday. Warren writes to Albert about arriving at his destination in France this afternoon, apparently after spending his 

leave at Little Lea in Belfast.612 

January 16 Sunday. A brief diary of Jack from this date through January 24, which is off by three days (for example, he lists January 19 

as Sunday), records that Jack goes with Arthur and his father to church, hearing a good anthem and a good sermon by Rev. 

Arthur W. Barton, then to Bernagh in the afternoon to drink tea, then for a walk with Arthur in the dusk, with arguments 

about religion. Jack has started reading Rackhamôs edition of Friedrich de la Motte Fouqu®ôs Undine.613 

January 17 Monday. Jack goes to town in the morning to order records at Osborneôs, bringing home on approval Knowlesô ñBut who 

may abideò and ñThe people that walked,ò goes to Glenmachan for lunch, hears Hope play a mazurka and a waltz by Chopin 

after lunch, then returns home. In the afternoon Jack writes a poem he calls ñNoon,ò meets Ruth, and walks back to Knock 

with her. Then he goes to town for a haircut, returning home with Arthur.614 

January 18 Tuesday. Jack finishes writing ñNoonò in the morning, goes to Glenmachan for lunch, then walks with Bob, then goes into 

town to meet Arthur at his office, then goes with Arthur to Thompsonôs where they dine with Willie Jaffé, then to the Opera 

to see the pantomime ñHumpty Dumpty,ò then comes home in Willieôs car.615 
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January 19 Wednesday. Jack calls Arthur in the morning, goes for a walk with Janie and then to her house for lunch with her, her 

mother, and Gundrede, then to town to see if new books and records had arrived, goes home, reads William Dixonôs English 

Epic and Heroic Poetry, and gets his fatherôs approval to have Kelsieôs photo framed at Rodmanôs.616 

January 20 Thursday. Jack goes for a walk up the hills, finds Janie when he returns, goes to Glenmachan for lunch, then to town where 

he visits Rodmanôs to get the frame for Kelsieôs photo, in the evening meets Mr. and Mrs. Watson, and gets a postcard from 

Warren in the evening that says Warren has arrived.617 

January 21 Friday. Jack spends the morning making a case for the record table, goes to Glenmachan for lunch, meets Arthur, goes to 

Strandtown after lunch, then goes to town to get some new records at Osborneôs.618 Jack leaves Ireland for Great Bookham.  

January 22 Saturday. Presumably, Jack arrives at Great Bookham. 

January 23 Sunday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert Lewis about military service, stating that military service ñis common to every student 

who enters an English University this year.ò He also writes, ñThere is only one possible way of avoiding it, and that is to 

enter Clive for Trinity College, Dublin, if the war and conscription continue.ò619 Warren writes to his father that Annieôs cake 

has arrived, about Smugyôs (Harry Wakelyn Smith) Christmas message in Latin, about plans for another leave on March 16 

or at the end of April, and with thanks for Punch and the Spectator, magazines which arrive regularly.620 

January 27 Thursday. The Military Service Act comes into effect, beginning the draft into military service. 

January 29 Saturday. Jack goes into London to the Shaftesbury Theatre to a matinee of the opera Carmen. 

January 30 Sunday. Warren and his colleagues rise at 6:00 a.m. and march to a new location for fifteen miles, arriving at 3:00 in the 

afternoon. They move on tomorrow.621 

January 31 Monday. Jack writes to his father about the routine at Great Bookham, the opera Carmen, and The Faerie Queene. Jack takes 

a long several-hour afternoon walk to the village of Dorking, a nearly seven-mile walk each way, stopping at the White Horse 

in the center of Dorking for tea. 

 

February 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

February 1 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about his January 29 trip to London, his visit to London to see Carmen, the 

arrival of his copy of The Faerie Queene in a red leather Everyman edition, his records, and Layamonôs Brut. He has reread 

Charlotte Bront±ôs Jane Eyre and has read Algernon Blackwoodôs The Education of Uncle Paul. Warren writes to Albert 
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about the disorganized mail, a recent march to relocate some of the British military forces, probably the January 30 march, 

and the cancellation of his leave plans for March.622 

February 4 Friday. The Times publishes a Service Act Proclamation from King George V, who orders that the Military Service Act (the 

draft) begin on February 10 (but see the entry for January 27). 

February 6? Sunday. Jack writes to his father about needing a new pair of shoes, but also recommending Robert Bridgesô anthology of 

English and French poets and philosophers, The Spirit of Man. He also writes about enlisting. Having risen early and written 

this letter, Jack states that he is heading to church. 

February 8 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about the musician John Barkworth (1858-1929),623 English musicians in 

general, the opera, Ruskinôs A Joy For Ever (earlier known as The Political Economy of Art, 1857), The Faerie Queene on 

weekends, the effect of the gramophone on music appreciation, his fellow pupil at Great Bookham, i.e. Terence Forde, 

getting another William Morris romance, perhaps the saga of Grettir the Strong, and the illness of Major George Harding, 

Hope Ewartôs husband. He is reading John Ruskin, A Joy for Ever, and more of The Faerie Queene on weekends. 

February 10 Thursday. Conscription into the British armed forces begins, but does not become law.624 

February 14 Monday. Warren writes to his father about a move that is coming shortly for the soldiers, the weather, and the Spectator.625 

February 20 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about his own good health, carting road metal for the roads, a new book called With The 

Immortal Seventh Division (by Edmund John Kennedy) which he wants, the cigarettes Albert sent, and trying to get leave 

when Jack does at Easter.626 

February 26 Saturday. While it is snowing, Jack writes to his father about Robin W. Gribbon and Lucius OôBrien visiting Belfast, Albertôs 

list of books, Bridgesô book entitled The Spirit of Man, and Bridgesô translation of Homer. A hard freeze comes tonight. 

February 27 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about Albertôs interesting letters, the German nation, George Hardingôs poor health, Jack 

having recently attended a London matinee of Carmen at the Shaftesbury Theatre, the cold weather, and the ending of 

leave.627 

February 28 Monday. After a week of snow Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about complaining, a story of John Wesley, the Walter 

Scott Library, reading French books, and buying books. He has spent the weekend (and other weekends) reading French 

books and is nearing the end of The Faerie Queene.  

 

March 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 
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March 4 Saturday. In the late afternoon or early evening on a frosty day, probably after having walked from Great Bookham and 

waiting to take the train back, Jack purchases a used copy of George MacDonaldôs (1824-1905) Phantastes: A Faerie 

Romance, the book that baptizes his imagination, at a bookstall in the empty628 and long, timbered platform of the 

Leatherhead train station, 3.5 miles from Great Bookham.629 The hills of the Dorking Valley are blue in the distance, and the 

train had just come in when he bought the book. He begins to read the book tonight, and it produces the old experience. 

March 7 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about having just finished reading Phantastes, the plot of Phantastes, buying 

books, The Faerie Queene, and a glorious walk he once had with Arthur. He has just received a staggering book bill from the 

bookseller Osborneôs. He is ordering Arthur Burrellôs British Ballads: English Literature for Schools. 

March 11 Saturday. Warren writes to Jack about Jackôs letter, the records now sent to Little Lea, putting more money into a War Loan, 

Warrenôs annual salary of Ã264, the dates that Jack will be home for Easter, and a possible leave at the end of April.630 

March 12 Sunday. Warren writes to Albert about the good billets they have, the possibility of a promotion, leave at the end of April, 

Home Rule, and Jackôs Easter plans.631 

March 14 Tuesday. At 10:00 p.m. Jack writes to Arthur, ñI have a lazy desire to dally with the old favorites again.ò He is enjoying the 

preludes of Chopin as played by Mrs. Kirkpatrick on the piano. He also writes about Phantastes, Arthur Burrellôs British 

Ballads: English Literature for Schools, letter-writing, the gramophone, and music. 

March 19 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about his busyness, George Hardingôs recovery from pneumonia, the chance of a leave 

between April 10 and 20, the Verdun attack, and a book he has been reading entitled The Lieutenant and Others by Sapper 

(Herman Cyril McNeile).632 

March 21 Tuesday. While downstairs at Gastons, Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about the passage of time, Phantastes, words 

affecting a person like music does, his father Albert, and mystical philosophy. He has recently read George MacDonaldôs Sir 

Gibbie. He is reading Maurice Maeterlinck, probably his book, The Blue Bird, in English. 

March 22 Wednesday. Mary Warren Hamilton, Jackôs maternal grandmother, dies at the age of 92.633 

March 25 Saturday. Mary Warren Hamilton, Jackôs maternal grandmother, is buried.634 

March 27 Monday. Warren writes to Albert about now having the senior job in the company, Collins, the books Albert sent, especially 

Ian Hayôs Knight on Wheels, having started Alfred Greenwood Halesô McGluskey the Reformer (1910), more poor health for 

Albert, and advising Albert to keep Jack with Kirkpatrick for another year.635 
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April 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

April 1  Saturday. Jack writes to his father about going home on Monday, April 3, or Tuesday, April 4. 

April 4  Tuesday. Jack goes home to Belfast after borrowing money for the trip from Kirkpatrick, crossing the Irish Sea by boat 

overnight. Warren is home on leave for part of this holiday. He leaves the same day that young Terence Ford, who is also 

studying with Kirkpatrick, leaves. Mrs. Kirkpatrickôs niece has also been staying with them.636 

April 5 Wednesday. After an overnight boat crossing, Jack arrives in Belfast.637 

April 7 Friday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert about Jackôs energy and talent, stating, ñHe has read more classics than any boy I ever 

hadðor indeed I might add than any I ever heard of, unless it be an Addison or Landor or Macaulay.ò638 

April 18 Tuesday. Warren writes to Albert about the death of Grandmother Hamilton, Julian McIlwaine, starting the day at 5:30 a.m. 

and tending to the horses, then changing clothes at 7:45, doing work, having tea with the Adjutant of the regiment at 11:00, 

changing clothes again at 5:30 p.m. because of all the rain, the cancellation of all leave and recall of those currently on leave, 

writing to Mullenôs for two books, i.e. Lord Ernest Hamiltonôs The First Seven Divisions (1916) and Major Herbert Stewartôs 

From Mons to LoosðBeing the Diary of a Supply Officer (1916), and Jack.639 

April 21 Good Friday. Warren visits Blodo in the next village, and they spend a pleasant evening together with lots of talk about the 

old days at Malvern College, including their sadness at the death of Bull.640 

April 23 Easter Sunday. Around this time Jack writes ñNight,ò641 ñLaus Mortis,ò642 a poem ñin praise of deathò as well as ñIn His Own 

Image,ò ñSonnet,ò ñLoneliness,ò and ñThe Little Golden Statuette.ò643 

April 27 Thursday. Warren writes to Albert about a possible leave on May 5, getting leave when Jack is home, E. F. Bensonôs book 

David Blaize, which Warren has ordered from Mullenôs, and the possibility of a military career for Jack.644 

 

May 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 
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May 5 Friday. Kirkpatrick writes again to Albert about Jackôs eligibility for military service one month after he turns 18, regardless 

of whether he is English, Irish, or Scotch, and Jackôs ability to gain a classical scholarship or an exhibition at one of the 

Oxford colleges.645 

May 8 Monday. Albert writes back to Kirkpatrick about Jackôs decision to serve in the military. 

May 11 Thursday. Jack begins his return to Great Bookham, Surrey, England.646 

May 12 Friday. Jack arrives back at Great Bookham in Surrey. 

May 16 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur just before 10:00 p.m. about the childrenôs play by Violet Pearn The Starlight Express (based 

on a book by Algernon Blackwood with music by Sir Edward Elgar), Die Vernon as the hero of Rob Roy, Mary Mitfordôs 

Our Village, Jane Austenôs Persuasion, the lovely countryside, De Quincy, and Mary Shelleyôs Frankenstein. He has 

recently seen the play Disraeli by Louis Parker, which first opened on January 23, 1911. He has finished reading Sir Gawain 

and the Green Knight. He has started Sir Walter Scottôs Rob Roy, and he sends Arthur the first installment of his long poem, 

ñThe Quest of Bleheris.ò647 

May 17 Wednesday. Jack goes with Mrs. Kirkpatrick to London to see an exhibit at The Royal Academy of Art, seeing George 

Apperleyôs ñA Dancer of Ancient Egypt,ò Joseph Farquharsonôs ñThe Valley of the Feugh,ò Hilda Hechleôs ñGoblin 

Market,ò and other paintings. 

May 19 Friday. Warren arrives home on leave from the Army.648 

May 22 Monday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., having received this morning a long letter from him. He is still reading Sir 

Walter Scottôs Rob Roy and is sending for Chaucerôs Canterbury Tales. He is reading Le Roman de Tristan de Iseut in 

French. He sends the next chapter of ñThe Quest of Bleherisò for Arthurôs critique. He writes about Jane Austenôs 

Persuasion, De Quincy, Mi lton, and Mary Shelleyôs Frankenstein. Jack shows familiarity with Charles Kingsleyôs Westward 

Ho. 

May 24 Wednesday. Conscription into the British Army becomes law.649 

May 25 Thursday. This is Warrenôs last day on leave in Belfast. Presumably, he leaves Belfast for England, meets Jack somewhere in 

England, and then takes the train to military service in France. 

May 26 Friday. Jack meets Warren and sees him off to France on the 4:00 p.m. troop train. 

May 28 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about his current reading of Sir Walter Scottôs Rob Roy (1817) and Chaucerôs Canterbury 

Tales, the glorious weather, the play Disraeli, and Sir Walter Scottôs writing style. 

May 30 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 11:00 p.m. about letter-writing, William De Morganôs Alice-for-Short, candid critiques, 

Chaucer, and his father, Shelleyôs Frankenstein, and he sends the next installment of Bleheris. He has finished reading 

Scottôs Rob Roy and compares it to William Morrisôs The Well at the Worldôs End. He continues with Canterbury Tales. He 
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writes that ñink is the great cure for all human ills.ò Jack goes to Leatherhead for a swim. This week he is reading George 

Bernard Shawôs Love Among the Artists. 

 

June 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

June 5 Monday. Lord Kitchener, Secretary of State for War, dies when his cruiser, the Hampshire, is sunk by a German submarine. 

June 6 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Arthurôs holiday near Dunluce Castle, Macmillanôs and Dentôs catalogs, 

Beowulf, Chanson de Roland, Blackwoodôs John Silence, Shelleyôs Frankenstein, George Bernard Shawôs Love Among the 

Artists, which he has just finished, and Arthurôs writing. Jack finishes writing his letter to Arthur at 11:15 p.m. Jack then 

finishes the reading of Rob Roy. 

June 9 Friday. Warren writes to Albert about the fever he has had, the occasional shelling, the loss of the Hampshire with Kitchener 

on board, spending some time in London with Jack, and the arrival of Aunt Annieôs cake.650 

June 13 Tuesday. In the evening the Kirkpatricks have visitors, including a girl who is being trained for the opera. This girl sings for 

them. They spend the 10-11 p.m. hour in the Kirkpatrick home with Jack in attendance. 

June 14 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur one day later than usual because of visitors the previous night, neighbors, which includes 

the young contralto. He was urged to join the visitors, which took the time from 10 to 11, the normal time he writes to 

Arthur.651 They have had thunderstorms for most of the past week. Jack finishes reading most of the tales of Chaucer. Jack 

purchases Pindar from the Loeb library. Jack writes about Blackwoodôs John Silence, Sidneyôs Arcadia, Arthurôs manuscript 

ñAlice,ò Pindar, and Bleheris. 

June 16 Friday. Warren celebrates his twenty-first birthday. 

June 19 Monday. Albert writes to Jack about Belfast, the possibility of Jack preparing for Sandhurst, the Military Service Act, which 

exempts someone in England only for the purpose of education, the possibility of entrance to Balliol or another college in 

Oxford, and Warrenôs birthday on June 16.652 

June 20 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. on the normal Arthur-writing day this week. He has received his newly bound 

Tristan book in the mail. He continues reading Sidneyôs Arcadia. He intends to read more of Sidney on Saturday. He writes 

about Arthurôs writing of Alice, the arrival of a book Jack has had bound, French language, Beowulf, music, and Christina 

Rosettiôs poems. He concludes his letter at 11:00 p.m. Warren writes to his father about feeling well again, Warrenôs recent 

ten-day illness (ca. June 1-10), and with thanks for the pipe and cigarettes.653 

June 22 Thursday. The Times Literary Supplement runs an article on Edgar Allen Poe that Jack reads. 

                                                 
650 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 5, 88. 
651 General note number one. 
652 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 5, 96. 
653 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 5, 98f. 



June 23 Friday. Jack writes to his father about applying to Oxford University, mathematics, Smugy (Harry Wakelyn Smith), which 

colleges to apply to, a preference for trying for Christ Church first and New College second at Oxford University, the 

Military Service Act, the rain, Sir Philip Sidneyôs Arcadia, Cousin Quartus (i.e., William Quartus Edward Ewart), and Edgar 

Allen Poe. He has spent 6/6 on a Pindar and a Lucan book. 

June 24 Saturday. Jack reads more of Sidneyôs Arcadia. 

June 27 Tuesday. Albert writes a letter to Jack from 83 Royal Avenue, enclosing some money, the opinions of Dods and Kirkpatrick 

about Oxford colleges, avoiding Christ Church and preferring New College and Oriel.654 

June 28 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. because Arthurôs letter doesnôt arrive until this morning, which includes 

another writing installment from Arthur, the first in quite some time. He continues to read Sidneyôs Arcadia. He has recently 

read ña foolish modern novelò which has ñeverlasting problems.ò Jack offers some suggestions for Arthurôs writing, 

Rossettiôs poems, reading poetry, Sidneyôs Arcadia, and Arthurôs work on illustrating Jackôs Bleheris. 

June 30? Friday. Jack writes to his father about getting into Oxford University, including how to prepare for mathematics, scholarship 

exams, Balliol, Albertôs nephew Dick being wounded in the war, the North Sea battle, and the loss of Kitchener. 

 

July 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

Summer Jack writes the poem ñSonnet,ò 655 a different poem of the same title as the one written at Easter 1916. He also writes the 

poem ñExercise on an Old Themeò and ñSonnetðTo Sir Philip Sidney.ò656 

July 1 Saturday. The English open their first large-scale offensive on the Somme Valley front, i.e. the Battle of the Somme, the 

bloodiest battle of World War I with more than a million fatalities and lasting four months, begins.657 

July 3 Monday. Warren writes a short note to Albert about things going well, Collinsô return, and his busy schedule.658 

July 4 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about the topics of their letters, his Oxford entrance exams in December, his 

plans to enlist, a Hardy novel, Arthurôs writing installment, Arthurôs ñprecious Jehovah,ò Bleheris, Sidneyôs Arcadia, and his 

record order. He has finished Tristan and has written for the French Everyman translation of ñRoland.ò He receives another 

installment of Arthurôs fairy story. 

July 7 Friday. Jack writes to his father, agreeing that Christ Church is probably not a good choice for him, but commending Oriel 

and New College. Jack also writes about Ulster, a letter from Donald Hardman, the weather, and his reading of Arcadia. 

July 9 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about the Lewis Moses problem, Collins, and the war going well.659 
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July 11 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., indicating that he has just started reading the Argonautica, a Greek poem. He is 

happy with Arthurôs writing installment. He is reading The History of Pendennis by Thackeray and is nearly finished with 

Arcadia. He has read the Times Literary Supplement article about Mozartôs The Magic Flute, which is being played at the 

Shaftesbury Theatre. He learns that the ñChanson de Rolandò is out of print. He sends another chapter of Bleheris. He writes 

about poetry, Jason and the Argonauts, writing, Arthurôs diffidence, Jackôs conceit, how imagination works, Rosettiôs poems, 

Beardsleyôs illustrations, drawing, Hardyôs Under the Greenwood Tree, and The Magic Flute. 

July 14? Friday. Jack writes to his father, agreeing that New College should be one of his top choices and mentioning Robert Bridgesô 

ñOde on the Tercentenary Commemoration of Shakespeareò appearing in The Times Literary Supplement. He writes about 

Ulsterôs losses in the war, and he is still reading Thackerayôs Pendennis. 

July 15 Saturday. This evening Jack reads Algernon Blackwoodôs John Silence and some of John Miltonôs Paradise Lost, which he 

apparently bought earlier in the day. Warren gets a letter from Jack.660 

July 16 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about the Battle of the Somme, the barren battlefield, and Jackôs letter.661 

July 18 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. He is reading Shakespeareôs Comedy of Twelfth Night (1908 edition) by 

Shakespeare with illustrations by W. H. Robinson. He has finished Philip Sidneyôs Arcadia. He states that this week, 

apparently by Saturday (see July 15), he has purchased Miltonôs Paradise Lost and also Blackwoodôs John Silence.662 Arthur 

has sent another installment of his writing. He wonders about a book at a secondhand bookshop in Guildford by Valdemar A. 

Thisted (1815-1887) called Letters from Hell, with a preface by George MacDonald, perhaps a later inspiration for The 

Screwtape Letters. He writes about dating letters, longing for home, Chopin, Bleheris, hiding the inner meaning of romance, 

and the pleasure of writing. 

July 21 Friday. Jack writes to his father about the visit, July 7 to 13, of Albertôs brother William, wife Minnie, and daughter Clare, at 

Little Lea, about available Oxford scholarships, and about Dick Lewis. 

July 23 Sunday. In the afternoon Jack writes one chapter of Bleheris, as is normally the case.663 

July 25 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., dating the letter at Arthurôs request, about the hero in Arthurôs story, the anti-

Christian nature of the Bleheris poem, poetry, and Milton. He has finished John Silence, and ordered Andre Chenier, and 

Walter Paterôs Studies in the History of the Renaissance. He has begun to read Robinsonôs Twelfth Night. He is writing a 

poem about Hylas, which he completes at Christmas. He recommends Arnoldôs ñTristan and Isoldeò and ñBalder Dead,ò 

Morris, Rosetti, and Keatsô ñEndymionò to Arthur. 

July 31 Monday. Jack travels to Belfast over the Irish Sea by way of the Fleetwood ferry. 

 

August 1916 

                                                 
660 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 5, 110. 
661 The Lewis Papers, Vol., 5, 109f. 
662 Collected Letters, I, 214. 
663 General note two, but this note offers little help. 

 



(WarrenðFrance; Jackðen route to Belfast) 

 

August 1 Tuesday. Jack arrives in Belfast. 

August 8 Tuesday. Warren writes to his father about his current living quarters, Collins, Alan Smilesô death, and Earnest Boasô 

death.664 

August 20 Sunday. Warren writes a very brief but obscure note to his father from France.665 

August 30 Wednesday. Warren writes to his father about being back at his old job, the possibility of younger A.S.C. officers being 

transferred to the infantry, the weather, pictures of the Battle of the Somme, and his current reading project on O. Henryôs 

Cabbages and Kings.666 

 

September 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 

 

September  Jack and Arthur take a holiday to Portsalon, and Jack returns in time to write to Arthur, who is still in Portsalon, from Belfast. 

This autumn Jack writes the poems ñThe Star Bathò and ñSonnetðTo Sir Philip Sydney.ò667 The other C. S. LewisðClifford 

Stanley Lewisðis killed in action.668 

September 17 Sunday. Jack and his father have supper this evening at Glenmachan with Kelsie and the Hamiltons. 

September 18 Monday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. while he is in Belfast and Arthur is in Portsalon. Jack has a cold. In the morning 

he visits the Mullanôs bookshop and finds his order for Milton Volume II there. He also visits Mayneôs. He purchases 

Algernon Blackwoodôs book, Jimbo: A Fantasy. He finishes Thackerayôs The Newcomes before leaving home, and he reads 

some of Jane Austenôs Sense and Sensibility in the mornings. 

September 22 Friday. Jack leaves for Gastons, starting to read Jimbo on the way. 

September 23 Saturday. Jack leaves Liverpool by train, arrives in Great Bookham by way of London, having started reading Jimbo on the 

train, and then sends his father a telegram in the afternoon about his safe arrival. 

September 24 Sunday. Warren is promoted to the rank of lieutenant. Jack finishes reading Blackwoodôs Jimbo. 

September 27 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father about his telegram, Arthurôs letter forwarded by Albert, and the weather, and says that 

his cold is gone and the war is going well. Jack also writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about their vacation in Portsalon together, 

having received his letter this morning. Jack is now reading Miltonôs Paradise Regained and Minor Poems, the second 

volume of Malory, and Horace Vachellôs The Paladin, As Beheld by a Woman of Temperament. Jack writes to Arthur about 
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their both quitting their writing projects, Blackwoodôs Jimbo, Thistedôs Letters from Hell, Thackerayôs The Newcomes, and 

Bleheris. 

September 30 Saturday. Jack takes a long walk through beautiful woods and valleys to Friday Street, Surrey, about ten miles south of Great 

Bookham for several hours in the afternoon in the fields and woods. They get lost around 4:00 p.m. but finally arrive. They 

discover an inn called the Stephen Langton (named after a former Archbishop of Canterbury, 1207-1228), have tea there, are 

entertained by a tame jackdaw named Jack, and arrive back at Gastons at 10:00 p.m. Warren and Collins go into town for 

dinner tonight.669 

 

October 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

October 1 Sunday. Warren writes to his father, mentioning the possibility of a second star and promotion to temporary Captain, Jack, 

and leave being unavailable until February or March.670 The London Gazette reports that Warren is promoted to the rank of 

temporary Captain from second Lieutenant as of October 1. 

October 4 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about the writer Charles Lamb, holidays, the autumn weather, the Stephen 

Langton Inn, and Saturdayôs walk. Jack is reading the second volume of Malory again, has finished Miltonôs poem ñComus,ò 

reread Morrisôs ñRapunzel,ò some other bits of Morris, and some of Boswellôs Life of Johnson. He is reading a novel by 

Horace Annesley Vachell (1861-1955) called The Paladin: As Beheld by a Woman of Temperament. He advises Arthur to try 

writing something other than Papillon, the Watersprite, Arthurôs attempted fairy tale. 

October 6 Friday. Jack writes to his father, thanking him for the catalogs he sent and indicating that Kirkpatrick has received 

information about entrance to Balliol College. He is reading Lady Connie by Mrs. Humphrey Ward. Another pupil is coming 

to Great Bookham each day to study Spanish in preparation for a job at the Foreign Office. 

October 6-8 Friday-Sunday. Jack reads Comus and Morte DôArthur this weekend, finishing Comus and starting on Prometheus 

Unbound.671 

October 12 Thursday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m.: ñI believe in no religion é all mythologies to give them their proper name 

é.ò He has ordered the book Letters from Hell. He says that he reads seriously only on weekends. He is reading Percy 

Bysshe Shelleyôs Prometheus Unbound and Sir Walter Scottôs The Antiquary. Jack writes about Malory, religion, the growth 

of religion, materialism, mythology, walking, the ñdeathò of his poem Bleheris, and the Kalevala. Jack also writes to his 

father about a Kipling quotation, the diplomacy entrance essay, Albertôs health, and a letter from Donald Hardman that Albert 

forwarded, stating that he has finished Lady Connie and has been reading Boswell. 

October 14 Saturday. Warren writes to his father about having lots of transport work, his living quarters, and other minor bits of news.672 
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October 18 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., ñé most legends have a kernel of fact in them somewhere.ò He finishes 

Scottôs The Antiquary this afternoon. Arthurôs letter comes at 9:00 p.m. Jack also writes about Tacitus affirming the existence 

of Jesus, life after death, the meter of the Kalevala, starting the reading of Letters from Hell and putting it away unfinished 

and unliked. He also recommends that Arthur read Rudyard Kiplingôs Rewards and Fairies. Jack is in a period where he very 

much likes Kiplingôs writings. 

October 19 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about the Kipling poem, English poetry, F. S. Boas (an English scholar of sixteenth-

century and eighteenth-century drama), Homer, and Lucretius, thanking him for the Oct. 14, 1916 issue of The Spectator. He 

comments on some of the articles and poems in it. He is reading The Letters from Dorothy Osborne to Sir William Temple, 

edited by E. A. Parry. 

October 25 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10 p.m., stating that he has finished reading Sir Thomas Maloryôs Morte dôArthur again. 

He writes about their controversy, the ñfeyò or fairy state of mind, Morte dôArthur, a state of poverty, buying books, the 

works of Sir Walter Scott, The Letters from Dorothy Osborne to Sir William Temple, Arthurôs new dog, Arnold Bennettôs 

Literary Taste: How to Form It, and Bennettôs atheism. He is also reading Maeterlinckôs Oiseau Bleu in French. He has read 

about ten pages of Laurence Sterneôs The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy. At 11:00 p.m. he is nearly finished with his 

letter and at 11:15 he closes the letter. 

October 27 Friday. Jack writes to his father about puns, limericks, the anonymously published book A Student in Arms, the additions that 

Christôs followers have been tacking on, F. S. Boas, Joeyôs scholarship, an article on Hackluyt entitled ñThe Great 

Adventurer (Richard Hakluyt, 1552-1616)ò in this weekôs Literary Supplement, and a painting of Albert that Mr. A. R. 

Baker, a local artist, is doing. 

October 28-29 Saturday-Sunday. Jack spends the weekend at Gastons reading Charlotte Brontëôs The Professor. 

October 30 Monday. Warren writes to his father about now having the rank of temporary Captain, back-dated to October 1, 1916, the 

raise in salary that accompanies his new rank, a letter from Jack, and conscription.673 

 

November 1916 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

November 1 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., spreading out Arthurôs letter in front of him as he writes. Jack writes about 

Beowulf and Malory, medievalism, English literature, and Christmas plans. 

November 3 Friday. Jack writes to his father about Warrenôs double promotion to temporary captain on October 1, the Oxford University 

entrance exams, especially in Greek, Latin, and German, and the weather, including rain. Jack is reading John Bunyanôs 

Pilgrimôs Progress. 

November 8 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about the operas Arthur is seeing, especially ñAidaò and ñThe Magic Flute,ò 

Scottôs The Antiquary, Le Morte dôArthur, and conscription. He is reading The High History of the Holy Graal, translated by 

Edward Burne-Jones, and also Chaucer, The Minor Poems, including ñThe House of Fame.ò 
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November 9 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about Warrenôs promotion, Albertôs encouragement about scholarships, Mrs. Humphry 

Wardôs Lady Connie, and the loss of an elm tree in a storm. He is reading Edward Cloddôs (1840-1930) Memories. He has 

also read ñRomance,ò an essay in The Spectator by Donald Hankey, published posthumously. 

November 13 Monday. Warren is appointed officer commanding 4th Company 7th Divisional Train B.E.F., France. During this week Jack 

contributes his copy of Thistedôs Letters from Hell for a ñjumble saleò to benefit the Red Cross or some other group. Albert 

writes to Warren about Captain Warren, Warrenôs nest egg of Ã150, an edition of The Seven Seas (probably the book by 

Rudyard Kipling), Jack, and Kelsie.674 

November 14 Tuesday. Arthur Greeves attends the opera ñAidaò tonight in Belfast.675 

November 15 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., apologizing for some remarks in his last letter. He writes about operas, 

George MacDonaldôs The Golden Key, Pilgrimôs Progress, and autumn. 

November 16 Thursday. Arthur Greeves attends the opera ñThe Magic Fluteò tonight.676 

November 18 Saturday. Albertôs letter to Jack arrives. He is reading Nathaniel Hawthorneôs The House of the Seven Gables. He starts 

reading Sir Walter Scottôs Guy Mannering. 

November 19 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about Jackôs spelling, his upcoming entrance exams, Cooper going bankrupt, and the 

weather. It is snowing as he writes. 

November 20 Monday. Warren writes a short note to his father, stating that they have marched continuously for seven days, arriving at their 

destination last night. 

November 21 Tuesday. Warren is transferred to the 32nd Divisional Train. 

November 22 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about ending their arguing in their letters, selling Letters from Hell, ñThe 

Magic Flute,ò the Dorothy Osborne letters, Scottôs The Antiquary, Hawthorneôs The House of the Seven Gables, Northanger 

Abbey, and their mutual writing projects. Warren is transferred to 32nd Divisional Train, France. 

November 28 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father about the Oxford scholarship exams next Tuesday, asking his father to send a suitcase. 

November 29 Wednesday. Jack celebrates his eighteenth birthday. He writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about recommending Nathaniel 

Hawthorneôs The House of the Seven Gables, Cosmo in Phantastes, the ñAida,ò his scholarship examinations, a Merlin myth 

about Stonehenge, Sir Walter Scottôs The Tales of a Grandfather, trying another writing project, and Jackôs love of winter. 

Warren writes to his father about his current duties as transport Captain to Headquarter Company. He suggests to Albert that 

Jack should not get into the war until at least age nineteen. He also thanks Albert for a copy of a Kipling book, which arrived 

today.677 

 

December 1916 
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(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

December The Lewis Papers678 contain a record of Jackôs reading this month: Nathaniel Hawthorneôs The House of the Seven Gables, 

Charles Nodiers Contes fantastiques, W. B. Yeatsô poems in Tauchnitz edition, Aeschylusô tragedy Persae, Arnold Bennettôs 

These Twain, John Bunyanôs Pilgrimôs Progress Part I, Chenier, some poems, Herodotus, Books IV and V, Fitzgerald 

(Pseudo) Omar Khayyam, Maloryôs Morte DôArthur, Books X-XXI , Sophoclesô tragedy Electra, Oscar Wildeôs play A 

Woman of No Importance, William Morrisô poem The Life and Death of Jason, William Morrisô short story ñGolden Wings,ò 

William Morrisô The Hollow Land, Apuleiusô Psyche et Cupido, Robert Bridgesô narrative poem Eros and Psyche, Algernon 

Swinburneôs Atalanta in Calydon, Newmanôs Apologia pro vita sua, and Apollonius Rhodiusô The Argonautica. 

December 1 Friday. Jack writes to his father about lodging for the scholarship exams, being exempt from the Military Service Act, and 

Hawthorneôs The House of the Seven Gables. Albert has been to see his solicitor at Leatherhead and the Chief Recruiting 

Office at Guildford, who says that Jack is exempt from the Military Service Act. Albert writes to Jack (Klicks), enclosing ten 

pounds for Jackôs travel to Oxford, and plans to send a suitcase to Jack today. Albert also writes to Warren (Badge) about his 

promotion to Captain and asks what Warren wants for Christmas. 

December 4 Monday. Jack travels to Oxford for scholarship examinations. After arriving at the train station, he accidentally walks away 

from the city toward the suburb of Botley before turning around to see the real Oxford. He returns to the station, takes a 

hansom, and asks to be taken to a place where he can get lodgings. He is taken to a house on Mansfield Road.679 Albert 

writes a letter to Warren about Warrenôs current discontent. 

December 5-9 Tuesday-Saturday. Jack takes scholarship exams at the Hall of Oriel College in Oxford. Phelps, the Provost, gives out 

the examination papers on a day so cold that the prospective students wear greatcoats, mufflers, and gloves on their 

left hands. Among other things, he writes an essay on a quotation from Samuel Johnson, he translates some Latin 

from Seneca, he translates some German philosophical extract from Fichte and a poem of Goethe on the death of 

Schiller, and he translates into Greek a passage about Gen. Cavagnari.680 
December 7 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about his scholarship exams, his plans for crossing to Belfast on Monday, and the beauty 

of Oxford. He has had a General Paper, Latin Prose, Greek and Latin unseen, and an English essay. The English essay was on 

Johnsonôs statement, ñPeople confound liberty of thinking with liberty of talking.ò 

December 11 Monday. Jack leaves Oxford for Belfast. Albert sends Warren a package of pipes, cigarettes, tobacco, and gloves. During 

December in Belfast, Jack reads Hawthorneôs House with Seven Gables, Blihisô High History of the Holy Grail, Charles 

Nodierôs Contes Fantastiques, Yeatsô poems in the Tauchnitz edition for the second time, Aeschylusô Persae for the first 

time, Arnold Bennettôs These Twain for the first time, Bunyanôs Pilgrimôs Progress, Part I, for the first time, some poems by 

Chenier, Herodotusô Books IV and V for the first time, Fitzgeraldôs Omar Khayyam for the sixth time, Maloryôs Morte 
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DôArthur, Books X-XXI, for the first and partly second time, Sophoclesô Electra for the second time, Oscar Wildeôs A 

Woman of No Importance for the first time, William Morrisô Life and Death of Jason for the second time, Golden Wings and 

The Hollow Land for the first time, Apuleiusô Psyche et Cupide for the first time, R. Bridgesô Eros and Psyche for the first 

time, Swinburneôs Atalanta in Calydon for the second time, Newmanôs Apologia Pro Vita Sua for the first time, and 

Apollonius Rhodiusô Argonautica, Book I, for the second time.681 

December 12 Tuesday. Presumably, Jack arrives in Belfast. He tells his father that he has almost certainly failed his entrance exams, and 

his father offers him much consolation and comfort.682 

December 13 Wednesday. In a letter to his Belfast home from the Master, Reginald W. Macan, Jack learns that he has been awarded a 

scholarship to University College, New College having passed over him.683 Warren writes a letter to his father about other 

letters, books received from Albert, adjusting to his new position, including the fact that he has 3,000 men and 2,500 horses 

to feed and keep warm. He requests a ñToilet Caseò for his Christmas present. 

December 14 Thursday. The Times announces scholarship winners, including Jack, who has also won an Exhibition, and also Owen 

Barfield (to Wadham College) and Alfred Cecil Harwood (to Christ Church). On or near this day Jack writes a thank you 

letter to Reginald Macan about possibly returning to Kirkpatrick to read with him.684 Albert gets a telegram from Kirkpatrick 

announcing Jackôs scholarship to University College. 

December 19 Tuesday. Albert Lewis writes to Warren about Jackôs scholarship award, the Christmas present he sent Warren, and some 

local news. 

December 20 Wednesday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert Lewis about Jackôs good qualities. On or near this date, Jack writes a thank you to 

Mr. Harry W. Smith (Smugy) of Malvern College, who wrote a note of congratulations on his scholarship award. 

December 25 Monday. Christmas Day. Arthur gives Jack two volumes of Charles Lambôs Essays of Elia as a Christmas gift.685 Around this 

time Jack writes the poems ñOf Shipsò and ñCouplets.ò686 Around this time he completes the poems ñHylasò and 

ñDecadence.ò687 

December 31 Sunday. Albert writes to Warren about Jackôs intentions. During this holiday Jack, in some sense (see the entry for April 1, 

1922), begins a prose tale called Dymer.688 
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The Year 1917 (225) 

 

Summary: On March 21, Jack began to take the entrance exams known as Responsions, passing all of them except for algebra. On April 25, 

Jack completed his study with W. T. Kirkpatrick, Jack submitted his application for the Oxford University Officersô Training Corps, and left 

for Oxford. On April 29 he enrolled at University College, and on April 30 he joined the Oxford University Officersô Training Corps. 

Shortly thereafter he met Paddy Moore. In May, Jack found a math coach, Mr. J. A. Campbell of Hertford College, to help him study math 

for Responsions. On November 17, Jack crossed from Southampton to France to begin his service as an infantryman in World War I. 

 

Rudolf Ottoôs (1869-1937) Das Heilige, later translated into English as The Idea of the Holy, is first published. Jack may read Aristotleôs 

Ethics in this year.689 

 

January 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 

 

January The Lewis Papers690 contain a record of Jackôs reading this month. All readings for this month prior to January 26 were done 

at Little Lea. 

January 1 Monday. Jack reads Catullus, Thomas Macaulayôs The History of England from the Accession of James II, Vol. I, William 

Morrisô The Story of Sigurd the Volsung and the Fall of the Niblungs, and Robert Herrickôs poems. 

January 2 Tuesday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert about Mathematics in Jackôs exams. Jack reads Apollonius, Catullus, Maurice 

Maeterlinckôs La Mort de Tintagiles (The Death of Tintagiles), and Macaulay. 

January 3 Wednesday. Jack reads Apollonius, Catullus, Macaulay, William Morrisô 10,000-line epic poem The Story of Sigurd the 

Volsung and the Fall of the Niblungs (1876), and poet Robert Herrick. 

January 4 Thursday. Jack reads Catullus, Apollonius, Macaulay, William Morrisô The Story of Sigurd the Volsung and the Fall of the 

Niblungs, and Robert Herrick. 

January 5 Friday. Jack reads Apollonius, Thomas Macaulayôs The History of England from the Accession of James II, Vol. I, William 

Morrisô The Story of Sigurd the Volsung and the Fall of the Niblungs, and Robert Herrick. 

January 6 Saturday. Jack reads Apollonius, Macaulay, William Morrisô The Story of Sigurd the Volsung and the Fall of the Niblungs, 

and Robert Herrick. Warren writes to his father about Jack, the parcel Albert sent, Annieôs cake that he recently received, and 

letters he has received from Uncle Hamilton and Uncle Dick. 

January 7 Sunday. Jack reads Apollonius, finishes Macaulayôs History Vol. I, and William Morrisô The Story of Sigurd the Volsung and 

the Fall of the Niblungs. 
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January 8 Monday. After receiving a letter from Warren, Jack writes to Warren about Warrenôs Captaincy, a letter he received from 

Smugy (Harry Wakelyn Smith) congratulating Warren, a package of records that arrived for Warren, his plans for 

Responsions, and President Woodrow Wilson. Jack reads Sir Thomas Moreôs Utopia, William Morris, and Robert Herrick. 

Jack visits Arthur Greeves in the evening.691 

January 9 Tuesday. Jack reads Tennysonôs ñLotus eaters,ò Morte DôArthur, ñTithonius,ò and James Joyceôs Ulysses. 

January 10 Wednesday. Jack reads Catullus, Sir Thomas Malory, Apollonius, and Xenophonôs ñOeconomicus.ò 

January 11 Thursday. Jack reads Daydreams of a Schoolmaster by DôArcy Thompson (1860-1948). 

January 12 Friday. Jack reads Catullus and Daydreams of a Schoolmaster, which he finishes. 

January 13 Saturday. Jack reads Apollonius, Mackailôs Life of William Morris, Tennyson, and Mangan. Jack walks with Arthur Greeves 

uphill to the Woods.692 

January 14 Sunday. Arthur sees Jack after Arthur attends church.693 Warren arrives home today. 

January 15 Monday. Arthur goes to tell Jack that he can get off on Wednesday ñbut to my horror found Warren there. No chance of 

holiday now.ò694 

January 16 Tuesday. Arthur is fed up because he knows that he wonôt see Jack again these holidays due to Warrenôs presence.695 

January 20 Saturday. Arthur Greeves goes to Schomberg (the home of Gordon and Lily Ewart) for tea and finds Warren and Jack there 

also. Jack informs Arthur that he is staying a few more days, which pleases Arthur.696 

January 21 Sunday. Arthur goes to church but does not find Warren and Jack there. He speaks to Jack in the afternoon.697 

January 22 Monday. Warren goes back to England in the evening. 

January 23 Tuesday. Warren arrives in England in the morning and continues his journey back to service in France. 

January 24 Wednesday. Arthur spends the day with Jack, taking a walk past Holywood mass and the Woods. Then they go to Little Lea 

for lunch. Jack shows up at Bernagh after dinner.698 Probably in this evening Warren travels across the English Channel to 

France and then by way of train to his place of service with the RASC. 

January 25 Thursday. Arthur sees Jack in the tram at lunch time and learns that Jack is leaving the next day.699 Warren writes to his 

father about arriving back in the field in France, an acquaintance named John Edward Stewart Pethick from the Malvern 

days, and arriving at 4:30 a.m. this morning after walking eight miles from the train station, where he arrived at 2 a.m.700 
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January 26 Friday. Jack reads John Mackailôs Life of William Morris. Jack leaves Belfast for Oxford. After a rough crossing, he gets into 

Fleetwood where the train waits for an hour before departing. The train gets to Crewe and waits there another hour, arriving 

in Oxford at 6:00 p.m. 

January 27 Saturday. Jack rises at 9:30, bathes, shaves, has breakfast, and goes into Oxford. He purchases a copy of Gesta Romanorum, 

a book with the poetry of Collins (The Poetical Works of Gray and Collins), and a French book on the poetry of the Middle 

Ages, Littérature Française du Moyen Age. Jack goes to the Masterôs home (at Univ.) at 11:30 a.m. and is invited to lunch 

with Macan, his wife, and his niece. Macan explains about Responsions, coming up to Oxford, and joining the O.T.C. Jack 

returns to Great Bookham by train to prepare for more examinations, sending two telegrams along the way. Both Jack and his 

father have colds. 

January 28 Sunday. Jack reads the first book of Paradise Lost. Jack reads Gesta Romanorum, John Mackailôs Life of William Morris, 

Collins, Malory, and Paradise Lost, Book I.701 Jack writes to his father about his journey back to Great Bookham, the cold 

weather, and Albertôs cough. He writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about his visit with Macan, the Gesta Romanorum, poetry by 

Collins, and Dymer. Arthur Greeves writes to Jack.702 

January 29 Monday. Jack reads Xenophonôs Anabasis Book II, Apollonius, Anthology (Greek), La Mort by Maeterlinck, and Mackailôs 

Life of William Morris. Vol. II of Macaulay arrives. Jack writes to his father. The books by Charles Lamb arrive at Arthurôs 

home, so he sends his own copies to Jack, which are better, and keeps the new ones for himself. He sends a letter to Jack.703 

January 30 Tuesday. Jack reads Alessandro Manzoniôs novel written in Italian I Promessi Sposi (The Betrothed), Apollonius, Anthology 

Tuesday, Their Lives (a 1916 novel by Violet Hunt, which is similar to Jane Austenôs Pride and Prejudice), Life of William 

Morris, and La Mort de Tintagiles by Maurice Maeterlinck. Arthur sends the books to Jack, including Thomas Macaulayôs 

History of England, and receives a letter from Jack.704 

January 31 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., having just finished the second volume of Mackailôs Life of William Morris. 

He writes about Arthur learning French, ñLes Miserables,ò the book La Mort by Maeterlinck, Morrisôs The Well at the 

Worldôs End, and his afternoon walk. He also reads Manzoniôs I Promessi Sposi, Apollonius, and Anthology. The second 

volume of Thomas Macaulay, History of England, has arrived (sent by Arthur). This afternoon Jack takes a walk in the snow. 

 

February 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 

 

February 1 Thursday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m., thanking him for the books which Arthur sent, including Charles Lambôs 

Essays of Elia. He also writes about Francis Crawfordôs Arethusa (1907), Thomas Macaulay, and the pipe he has just started. 
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Jack is currently reading F. Ansteyôs The Talking Horse and Other Tales. Jack also reads Virgilôs Aeneid, I, I Promessi Sposi, 

Apollonius, Maeterlinck, and L. M. Lambôs Essays. 

February 2 Friday. Jack reads The Talking Horse, I Promessi Sposi, F. W. Bainôs The Descent of the Sun, Anthology, and Maeterlinckôs 

La Mort, which he finishes. Arthur receives a letter from Jack.705 

February 3 Saturday. Jack reads Paradise Lost, Book II, for the second time, Macaulay, Vol. II, and F. W. Bainôs The Descent of the 

Sun. Albert writes to Warren about Warrenôs work, Jackôs return to Bookham and visit with Macan, the plan for Jack to pass 

Responsions in March, and his hope for an end to the war.706 

February 4 Sunday. Arthur gets a short letter from Jack.707 Jack spends the entire day ice-skating on a lake at Wisley, about seven miles 

northwest of Great Bookham. He also reads the first 200 lines of Danteôs Inferno, Macaulayôs Vol. II, Paradise Lost, Book II, 

and Charles Lambôs Essays of Elia. 

February 5 Monday. Arthur sends a letter to Jack.708 Jack reads Virgilôs Aeneid, I, I Promessi Sposi, Bainôs The Heifer of the Dawn, 

Thucydides Book 8, Chapters 1-6, Gastonôs Literature Francaise du Moyen Age, and Macaulay. 

February 6 Tuesday. Jack reads I Promessi Sposi, Macaulayôs History Vol. II , Greek Anthology, and Littérature Française du Moyen 

Age. 

February 7 Wednesday. Jack goes ice-skating again today at Wisley. He gets a letter from Arthur and then writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. 

about skating on Sunday, French, Perrault, and Milton. He recommends reading Voltaire and Georges Sand, and he 

comments about William Morris and Iceland, about Crawfordôs Arethusa, and about Malory. He is reading French every 

night from ten to eleven, except on Wednesdays, when he writes to Arthur. He has started reading the second volume of 

Macaulay after finishing F. W. Bainsô The Descent of the Sun and A Heifer of the Dawn. He has completed the first two 

books of Paradise Lost and he is still reading a French book on French literature in the Middle Ages, Littérature Française 

du Moyen Age. 

February 8 Thursday. Jack gets a letter from his father and then writes to him about the German and Italian languages, the weather, and 

about America possibly entering the war. He also requests the £2/2 fee to the University for entrance at Responsions. Jack 

reads I Promessi Sposi, Macaulay Vol. II, Littérature Française du Moyen Age, and Greek Anthology. 

February 9 Friday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, Book XIX , Chapters 1-8, Macaulay, I Promessi Sposi, Anthology, and Littérature 

Française du Moyen Age. 

February 10 Saturday. Jack reads more Tacitus, Annals XIX 9-13, Macaulay Vol. II, Collinsô odes, Maloryôs Le Morte dôArthur, Book 

VII , and Paradise Lost, Book III.  Warren writes to his father about having had a fever, the frost, and this being the first day 

Warren has been out of bed. 
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February 11 Sunday. Jack reads Maloryôs Le Morte DôArthur, Books IV and VI, Danteôs Inferno, Canto I, Miltonôs, Paradise Lost, Book 

IV , Macaulay, and Collins. Arthur writes to Jack.709 

February 12 Monday. Jack reads I Promessi Sposi, Macaulay Vol. II, Chamissoôs ñPeter Schlemihl,ò Chapter I, and Littérature Française 

du Moyen Age. 

February 13 Tuesday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, Book XIV , Chapters 13-26, Danteôs Inferno, Cantos I-II , Macaulay Vol. II, Chamissoôs 

Peter Schlemihl, Chapter II , and Littérature Française du Moyen Age. Warren writes to Albert about Albertôs recent illness, 

War Loan stock, Jack, getting boots as a Christmas gift instead of a toilet case, and the frost breaking. 

February 14 Wednesday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert about Jackôs studies, especially his Italian. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, Book XIV, 

Chapters 26-32, I Promessi Sposi, Macaulay Vol. II, Chamissoôs ñPeter Schlemihl,ò Chapter III, Goetheôs Faust, Act I, Scene 

I, Littérature Française du Moyen Age, and When God Laughs and Other Stories by Jack London. 

February 15 Thursday. Jack gets letters from Warren, Arthur, and his father. He writes to Warren, the Dean of Univ., who is the Assistant 

Registrar about Responsions, enclosing £1-12, and to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about snow, Chamisso, Fouque, Macaulay, the 

opera, Jackôs love for piano music, Dymer, Charles Lamb, and Victor Hugoôs Notre Dame de Paris. He sends an installment 

of Dymer and is reading Adelbert von Chamisso, Peter Schlemihls Wunderbare Geschichte, part of Chapter III, I Promessi 

Sposi, Macaulay Vol. II, Littérature Française du Moyen Age, and Faust I (i). He has almost completed Macaulayôs second 

volume, and he has begun a poem on ñThe childhood of Medea.ò  

February 16 Friday. Jack writes to his father about his improving Italian and German, the fees to Oxford University, and Warren. Jack is 

reading Tacitusô Annals, Book XIV,  33-40, Danteôs Inferno, Canto IV and V up to ñChô amor di nostra vita dipartille,ò 

Macaulay Vol. II, Peter Schlemihl, Chapter III, Faust, Act I, Scene I, When the Sleeper Wakes (later retitled The Sleeper 

Awakes) by H. G. Wells (1866-1946). Jack writes to the book dealer Dennyôs. 

February 17 Saturday. Jack reads Paradise Lost, Book V and part of Book VI, Macaulay Vol. II, Richard Garnettôs A History of Italian 

Literature, and Maloryôs La Morte DôArthur, finishing Book IV and beginning Book VIII.  Arthur is reading James Stephensô 

novel The Crock of Gold.710 

February 18 Sunday. Jack reads Danteôs Inferno, finishing Canto V, and reading Canto VI, Macaulay, Malory VIII , Paradise Lost, 

finishing Book VI and reading Book VII , and H. G. Wellsô When the Sleeper Wakes (about a man who sleeps for 203 years 

and awakens to a much different London). Arthur receives a letter from Jack and later writes to Jack.711 Warren writes to his 

father about stocks and the Major being ill. 

February 19 Monday. Jack reads Tacitus; Annals, Book XIV , Chapters 40-47, I Promessi Sposi, Peter Schlemihl, finishing Chapter III, 

beginning Chapter 4, Apollonius Rhodius, Macaulayôs History Vol. II (which he finishes), Richard Garnettôs A History of 

Italian Literature, and some of Faust, which he abandons. 

February 20 Tuesday. Jack gets a letter from Arthur and writes to him at 10:00 p.m. about letter-writing, lying, Mackail, socialism, 

Richard Wagnerôs music, Jackôs inability to appreciate Thackeray, George MacDonaldôs Phantastes, James Stephensô The 
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Crock of Gold, Dymer, his Medea poem, and Responsions, stating that ñsocialism does interest me.ò He has finished 

Macaulay and has started Jane Austenôs Mansfield Park again, after setting aside Thackerayôs Vanity Fair. The Medea poem 

is now about two hundred lines long. He has finished the book on French literature and has started reading Rousseauôs Les 

Confessions, which arrived today. Jack is also reading Apollonius Rhodius, Danteôs Inferno, Canto VII, and Peter Schlemihl, 

Chapters 4 and 5. Arthur finishes the Life of William Morris.712 

February 21 Wednesday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, Book XIV , Chapters 47-54, Mansfield Park, I Promessi Sposi, Peter Schlemihl, 

Chapter VI, Littérature Française du Moyen Age, and Apollonius Rhodius. 

February 22 Tuesday. Jack reads Apollonius, I Promessi Sposi, Mansfield Park, Peter Schlemihl, Chapter VII , Gaston Parisô Littérature 

Française du Moyen Age, which he finishes, and the first volume of Rousseauôs Confessions. 

February 23 Friday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, Book XIV , Chapters 54-59, Apollonius Rhodius, Mansfield Park, Rousseauôs 

Confessions, and Danteôs Inferno, Cantos VIII and IX. Terry calls him today. Arthur begins a letter to Jack and finishes 

reading Wars of Roses.713 

February 24 Saturday. Jack reads Apollonius, John Robertsonôs A History of German Literature (1902), Paradise Lost, Book VIII , and 

Mansfield Park. 

February 25 Sunday. Jack reads Paradise Lost, Book IX, Mansfield Park which he finishes, skims part of the Shelleyôs ñWitch of Atlas,ò 

and begins Anne Bront±ôs novel The Tenant of Wildfell Hall. Arthur writes to Jack.714 

February 26 Monday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, finishing Book XIV , The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, I Promessi Sposi, Rousseauôs 

Confessions, Chamissoôs Peter Schlemihl, Chapter IX, and he orders Han dôIslande. 

February 27 Tuesday. Jack reads Apollonius, finishing Book 3, Danteôs Inferno, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Peter Schlemihl Chapter X, 

and Rousseauôs Confessions. 

February 28 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about a certain lady, the whip, Henry Sienkiewiczôs Quo Vadis, and Tacitus, 

having read the Agricola and Germania, the Histories, and now the Annals. He also recommends Herodotus. He has recently 

completed Anne Brontëôs The Tenant of Wildfell Hall. He is starting to read The Life of Charlotte Brontë by Elizabeth 

Gaskell. He continues reading Rousseauôs Les Confessions. He has given up on his Medea poem, but he continues to write 

Dymer. Jack also reads Tacitus, Annals Book XV Chapters 32-37, I Promessi Sposi, finishes The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, 

begins Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte Brontë, finishes Peter Schlemihl, and reads Rousseauôs Confessions. 

 

March 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðGreat Bookham) 
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March 1 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about Albertôs letterlessness, Responsions, when he hopes to arrive in Belfast, and the 

spring weather. He thanks his father for the Greek grammar. The other student at Kirkpatrickôs, Terence Forde, was called up 

but was exempted. He has gotten Jean Froissartôs715 Chronicles from the library. Jack reads I Promessi Sposi, Friedrich de la 

Motte Fouqu®ôs Sintram and His Companions, Chapters I and II, Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte Brontë, and 

Rousseauôs Confessions. Victor Hugoôs Han dôIslande arrives. 

March 2 Friday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, Book XV. Chapters 38-42, Danteôs Inferno, Canto X, XI, XII, Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of 

Charlotte Brontë, Sintram and His Companions, Chapters III and IV, Apollonius, and Rousseauôs Confessions. Arthur 

receives a letter from Jack along with a writing installment.716 

March 3 Saturday. Jack reads Paradise Lost, Book X and part of XI, some of Yeatsô lyrics, and Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte 

Brontë. 

March 4 Sunday. Jack reads Danteôs Inferno, Canto XVI, finishes Miltonôs Paradise Lost, Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte 

Brontë, W. B. Yeatsô Deirdre. Arthur writes a letter to Jack.717 

March 5 Monday. Jack reads Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte Brontë, Friedrich de la Motte Fouqu®ôs novel Sintram and His 

Companions (which William Morris praised), Chapters IV and V, Danteôs Inferno, Cantos XVII and XVIII, and Rousseauôs 

Confessions. 

March 6 Tuesday. Jack hears from and writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Catullus, whom he considers a sacred poet, Yeats, and 

Morris, his three-week upcoming Easter vacation, the sad life of Charlotte Brontë, Jackôs ideal woman, the last installment of 

Dymer, Peter Schlemihl, Sintram and His Companions, Victor Hugoôs Han dôIslande, Paradise Lost, Anne Bront±ôs (1820-

1849) second and final novel The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, and John Fletcherôs The Faithful Shepheardess, which he has 

ordered. Jack is smoking a pipe these days. He has been reading Catullus in his work with Kirkpatrick. He is reading in 

German Sintram and His Companions and Victor Hugoôs Han dôIslande. He has finished Paradise Lost. He also reads 

Apollonius, Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte Brontë, I Promessi Sposi, and Sintram and His Companions Chapters V and 

VI. Albert writes to Warren about stocks named ñMersey Docks and Harbour Boards,ò the boots, and two pamphlets from 

Malvern College. 

March 7 Wednesday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals Book XVI 43-46, Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte Brontë, Danteôs Inferno, 

Canto XIX, Sintram and His Companions VII. He stops Rousseau and begins Hugo Victorôs Han DôIslande. Jack gets a letter 

from Albert. 

March 8 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about some boots, the Officersô Training Corps, the upcoming Responsions on March 20, 

food allowances, and a parcel of books Jack is sending home. Jack is reading Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte Brontë, I 

Promessi Sposi, Fouqu®ôs Sintram and His Companions, Chapter VIII, and Hugoôs Han dôIslande. Fletcherôs The Faithful 

Shepheardess arrives today. 
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March 9 Friday. Jack reads Tacitusô Annals, Book XVI 26-50, Virgilôs Aeneid, VI 11.1-263, Mrs. Gaskellôs The Life of Charlotte 

Brontë which he finishes, Fouqu®ôs Sintram and His Companions Chapters VIII, IX, and X, and Danteôs Inferno, Canto XX. 

Warren writes to his father about mail, Warrenôs considerable amount of moving, a review of Shrewsbury Fables which 

Warren requests that Albert purchase for him, and the weather. 

March 10 Saturday. Jack spends the morning rummaging the second hand book deals of Charing Cross Road for foreign books and 

sends them to his father for himself. He buys Dante, Tasso, Novalis, A History of Italian Literature, Wagner, Fletcherôs The 

Faithful Shepheardess, and Anne Bront±ôs Agnes Gray (1847). 

March 11 Sunday. Jack finishes Agnes Gray and The Faithful Shepherdess. He begins Vol. III of Macaulayôs History. 

March 12 Monday. Jack reads Apollonius, Virgil , Wagnerôs Der Fliegende Hollander, Macaulayôs History, Sintram and His 

Companions, and Han dôIslande. 

March 13 Tuesday. Jack reads Ovidôs Metamorphoses Book I, Der Fliegende Hollander, Boswell, and Han dôIslande. He gets a letter 

and a waistcoat from Albert. 

March 14 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father about his trip to Oxford for scholarship exams, snow and fog, and his plans to go home 

after the exams. Jack states that he is being allowed to go up to Oxford because he has agreed to join the O.T.C. The niece of 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick is staying at Great Bookham. Jack writes to Arthur at 10:00 p.m. about Arthurôs illness, books that are 

suitable for reading in bed, Victor Hugoôs Han dôIslande (Hans of Iceland), which he describes as a historical romance, and 

Italian, giving Arthur his Oxford mailing address at 1 Mansfield Road (just north of Holywell Street and east of Wadham 

College) during the scholarship exams. The third volume of Macaulay, which he ordered, has arrived. Jack reads Ovidôs 

Metamorphoses, Sintram and His Companions which he finishes, and Han dôIslande. 

March 15 Thursday. Jack reads Ovidôs Metamorphoses, Macaulay Vol. III, Boswell, Han dôIslande, and Der Fliegende Hollander. 

Nicholas II, Emperor of Russia, abdicates, allowing the Germans to move forces to other locations. 

March 18 Sunday. Albert Lewis visits Arthur and says he expects Jack to arrive this week.718 

March 20 Tuesday. Jack goes to Oxford for Responsions, arriving in the morning. He writes a postcard to his father about his arrival, 

thanking him for wiring money for the trip. 

March 21 Wednesday. Jack begins Responsions, failing in algebra and passing everything else. 

March 22 Thursday. Jack leaves for Belfast. This seems to be the actual last day with Kirkpatrick rather than April 25 (which see). 

March 23 Friday. Jack arrives home, and Arthur goes to Little Lea for lunch. Arthur and Jack talk all day and have tea at Bernagh.719 

March 24 Saturday. Arthur spends the morning with Jack, and they walk outside for a while. He helps Jack to fix his books.720 

March 25 Sunday. Arthur sees Jack after church.721 
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March 26 Monday. Jack and Winnie come to Arthurôs home for lunch. Jack and Arthur go for a walk and to Little Lea for tea and 

talk.722 

March 27 Tuesday. Arthur has lunch with Jack, and then they go for a walk.723 

March 28 Wednesday. Jack has lunch at Arthurôs home. Jack goes for a walk with Arthur, and they have tea at Little Lea.724 

March 29 Thursday. Arthur walks and talks with Jack. They read French together and listen to the gramophone. Jack goes to 

Glenmachan for lunch. Arthur goes to Little Lea for tea.725 

March 31 Saturday. Jack and Arthur go for a walk, look at books, listen to the gramophone, etc.726 

 

April 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðBelfast) 

 

April 1 Palm Sunday. Arthur goes to Jackôs home for tea.727 

April 2 Monday. Jack visits Arthur.728 

April 3 Tuesday. In the morning Arthur sees Jack for a short while. Jack goes to Janie McNeillôs for tea.729 

April 4 Wednesday. In late morning Arthur goes to see Jack, they walk up the field behind Glenmachan, then Jack goes to 

Glenmachan for lunch. Jack comes for tea, then they walk and talk.730 

April 5 Thursday. Warren writes to his father about the advance of the war against the German front, the devastation left by the 

Germans in retreat, and a letter he is sending to Jack. 

April 6 Good Friday. On the way back from Schomberg (the home of Gordon and Lily Ewart) for tea, Arthur meets Jack halfway 

back.731 The United States declares war on Germany. 

April 8 Easter Sunday. Jack visits Arthur for a few minutes, but Arthur is not feeling well.732 Around this time Jack writes the poems 

ñNothing in Excessò with a Greek title [ñMHȹĈN ôĆTANò], ñBallade on a Certain Pious Gentleman,ò ñCirceðA 

Fragment,ò and ñExercise.ò733 
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April 10 Tuesday. Arthur visits Little Lea for a short time in the morning.734 

April 13 Friday. In the morning Arthur visits Jack. Arthur goes to Little Lea for tea.735 

April 16 Monday. Arthur sees Jack.736 

April 17 Tuesday. Jack comes to Arthurôs home for tea.737 

April 18 Wednesday. Kirkpatrick writes to Albert Lewis about Jackôs mastery of the Italian language. Jack comes to Arthurôs home 

for tea.738 

April 19 Thursday. Arthur goes with Jack to Glenmachan for tea.739 

April 20 Friday. Arthur sees Jack.740 

April 21 Saturday. Arthur spends about an hour with Jack in late afternoon or evening.741 

April 23 Monday. Arthur meets Jack on his way to the tram. Jack comes to Arthurôs home for tea.742 

April 24 Tuesday. At tea Arthur reads to Jack.743 

April 25 Wednesday. Jack completes his study with W. T. Kirkpatrick.  Jack submits his application for the Oxford University 

Officersô Training Corps. Tonight Jack leaves for Oxford.744 

April 26 Thursday. Jack arrives in Oxford at 5:00 p.m. and stops in the porterôs lodge. He is shown up three flights of stairs to some 

temporary rooms by Joe Haggis, a college scout. He surveys the room and settles in.745 Warren writes to his father about a 

poem, applying for the Mechanical Transport, sending Annie a note of thanks for the cake, and the loss of a Belfast boat, with 

thanks for the Shrewsbury Fables: Being Addresses Given in Shrewsbury School Chapel by Cyril Alington, an English 

educator and clergyman (1872-1955). 

April 27 Friday. Jack has his first experience of the Cherwell River and then has dinner in a small lecture room at University College 

(Univ.). 

April 28 Saturday. Jack writes to his father about the small number of students at Univ., the size of his rooms at Univ., the Dean John 

Behan and his tutor, getting a coach in mathematics, and the start of Corps on Monday, and to Arthur about his rooms. Jackôs 

rooms were at first the wrong ones. Jack writes to Arthur about his new rooms with a grand piano, the twelve men who are in 
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college, a fellow freshman Lawrence Edgell, and the Shelley memorial. He writes in his notebook that he matriculates, he 

enters his name in the College books, and he visits the College library. 

April 29 Sunday. Jack enrolls at University College, Oxford.746 

April 30 Monday. Jack joins the Officersô Training Corps for a four-month course. A physical around this time shows him to be 

5ô 10 Ĳò in height and about 180 pounds.747 The Corps begins in the evening. Arthur sends a letter to Jack.748 Albert writes to 

Warren about winter weather, Jack arriving in Oxford last Thursday, and the appearance of a new Kipling.749 

 

May 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðOxford) 

 

May-June Books read by Jack during these two months include William Morrisôs The Earthly Paradise, Vol. II, James Thomsonôs 

poem ñThe Castle of Indolence,ò Théophile Gautierôs short story in French ñAvatar,ò Théophile Gautierôs Jean et Jeanette, 

Odyssey III and IX, Virgilôs Aeneid I-V, Orlando Furioso, Canto VI, ñEnglish Literatureò Modern (Mair), certain poems of 

Emily Bront±, Apuleusô ñMetamorphoses,ò Books I-II, certain poems of Tennyson, William Fletcher Barrettôs Psychic 

Research (1911), Arthur Balfourôs 1902 book The Foundations of Belief, Maeterlinckôs play Alladine et Palomides, 

Maeterlinckôs Le Mort de Tintagiles, and Spenserôs The Faerie Queene, i.e., some Cantos of Book III .750 

May 3 Thursday. Jack receives a letter from his father and writes to his father, stating that he has found a math coach, Mr. John 

Edward Campbell (1862-1924) of Hertford College, to help with Responsions, the O.T.C., meeting some Malvernians, 

including Donald Hardman, expenses, and learning to row a boat. 

May 6 Sunday. In the morning Jack spends time with books in the Library of the Union Society, located in Frewin Court on St. 

Michaelôs Street in central Oxford a half-block west of Cornmarket Street. In the evening Jack writes to Arthur about the 

Cosmo episode in Phantastes, spending most of his afternoons on the river rowing, almost running someone down today, 

Lawrence Edgellôs piety, the bookshops, the college library, and the Library of the Union Society. He has read Théophile 

Gautierôs Un Trio de Romans in French and recommends it to Arthur. He does not attend church. 

May 7 Monday. Jack begins training as a possible infantry officer with the Officersô Training Corps (O.T.C.).751 Paddy Moore joins 

E Company of No. 4 Officer Cadet Battalion, the same one that Jack joins. Albert writes to Warren about bonds, Warrenôs 

attitude, Warren trying for a transfer, and Jack in Oxford. 
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May 12 Saturday. Jack and other freshmen have breakfast with the Master of Univ., Reginald Macan. Jack writes to his father about 

Mr. J. E. Campbell of Hertford College, his mathematics tutor and Donald Hardmanôs uncle, and about the Dean, stating that 

he is keeping up his classics. 

May 13 Sunday. Jack rises at 7:00, reads William Morris and Gautier until 8:30, takes a bath, and has breakfast with Irishman and 

Sinn Feiner752 Theobald Butler and others, including Lawrence Edgell and John Robert Edwards, in Butlerôs rooms. They 

talk about Ireland and books at breakfast. They swim at Parsonôs Pleasure ñwithout the tiresome convention of bathing 

things,ò arriving by bicycle after breakfast. At 11:30 a.m. they arrive back at college. Then Jack goes to the Union and writes 

a letter to Arthur in the writing room of the Union. He does not attend church. Jack is having a book by Apuleius bound, he 

of the Cupid and Psyche myth. Arthur writes to Jack.753 

May 17 Thursday. Jack rises at 7:00 and has parade with the O.T.C. until 7:45, then again from 2 until 4 (this is his schedule on most 

days). Jack writes to his father about Mr. Campbell, military duties, the Bodleian Library, and his typical O.T.C. schedule. 

Some evenings they have lectures on map reading and other topics. On most days he works after breakfast until 1, and then 

he has lunch. At 4 he has tea in College or at the Union, swims in the river, goes back to the college at 5:30, and reads 

English until dinner at 7. In the evenings he works mildly, talks, plays cards, or goes for a bike ride, getting to bed about 11. 

Albert writes to Warren about Britainôs ñsplendid isolation,ò the war, H. G. Wellsô God the Invisible King, Punch magazine, 

and Jackôs work in Oxford, including that with a math tutor who is a Scotchman, apparently Mr. J. E. Campbell. 

May 19 Saturday. Theobald Butler bursts into Jackôs rooms drunk and reciting poetry at 10 p.m. He finally leaves at 11 p.m. Before 

Butler leaves, the atheist turning Catholic, John Robert Edwards, comes in with John MacNicholl and talks in Jackôs rooms 

until midnight about religion, Buddhism, and poetry. 

May 20 Sunday. Jack goes for a swim in the morning with Theobald Butler, and he finishes the second volume of William Morris, 

The Earthly Paradise. Jack writes to Arthur from University College about arranging so their letters donôt cross, Arthur 

reading Paradise Lost, and discovering Reformation era artist Albrecht Dürer. Jack thinks of D¿rer as ñthe father of 

Rackham.ò In the afternoon Arthur Greeves writes to Jack.754 

May 22 Tuesday. In the middle of the morning, Jack goes to the Porterôs Lodge to check on his mail when he meets Gundreda, Aunt 

Kittie, and Cherry Robbins at Univ., where they were coming to visit the College. He is reading Joseph Renanôs La Vie de 

Jésus. Arthur receives a letter from Jack.755 

May 23 Wednesday. Warren writes to Albert about his recent work with a Brigade of Artillery, his investments, Jackôs work in 

Oxford, and Warrenôs recommendation to try to get Jack into the Gunners. 

May 24 Thursday. Arthur writes a letter to Jack.756 

May 26 Saturday. Trinity or Act Term begins. 
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May 27 Sunday. Jack has breakfast with Theobald Butler, then swims. He has purchased James Thomsonôs poem ñThe Castle of 

Indolenceò and Joseph Renanôs La Vie de Jésus. He is also reading Andrew Lang and H. Rider Haggardôs The Worldôs 

Desire. He begins to read Blackwoodôs Prisoner in Fairyland in the Union Library. In Italian he is reading Ariostoôs Orlando 

Furioso. Jack writes to Arthur about the upcoming holidays, books Arthur and Jack have recently purchased, ordering a 

volume of Tennyson, Mrs. Kittie Robbins (his Aunt, who is in Oxford) and her daughter Cherry, his daily routine, Lawrence 

Edgell, and his breakfast with Theobald Butler, which includes talk about the improbability of God. 

May 28 Monday. Jack writes to his father about the coming holiday, the visit of Gundreda and Kittie and Cherry Robbins on 

Tuesday, requesting that Albert send him a little book of philosophy, mentioning that he is reading Renanôs La Vie de Jésus, 

and requesting reimbursement for the expenses of boots and a uniform. 

May 29 Tuesday. Albert writes to Warren about correspondence, the status of the war, and work in the office.757 

May 30 Wednesday. Someone points out to Jack the poet Robert Bridges on the river. 

 

June 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðOxford) 

 

June 2 Saturday. Theobald Butler comes to Jackôs rooms and stays until 1:40 a.m.758 

June 3 Sunday. Jack writes to Arthur about Netta Syrettôs The Victorians, Blackwoodôs Prisoner in Fairyland, about James 

Thomsonôs poem ñThe Castle of Indolence,ò which he is reading, Orlando Furioso and its similarity to Phantastes, William 

Fletcher Barrettôs Psychical Research, his longing for Donegal, the Visconte de Sade, Eric Robertson Dodds,759 and card-

playing, and to his father about his scout, rowing vs. canoeing, the O.T.C., his Command Officer Colonel Stanning, Renan, 

his plan to borrow Wellsô new book, John Robert Edwards, and the poet Bridges whom he has recently seen, i.e., on May 30, 

thanking him for some money. Arthur writes to Jack.760 

June 7 Thursday. Jack joins a cadet battalion as No. 738 Cadet761 and takes rooms at Keble College, rooming with Paddy 

Moore.762 

June 8 Friday. Jack writes to his father about Responsions, stating that six months of military service will exempt him from 

Responsions. He also writes about joining the cadet battalion, the impossibility of joining the artillery due to his limited 

ability in mathematics, and getting leave. Warren writes to his father about a German attack, almost being hit by a shell, war 

bonds, improvements in the conduct of the war, and hearing nothing from Jack. 
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June 9 Saturday. Jack spends the afternoon on the river with his cousin Cherry Robbins, someone who also loves Rackham and 

Wagner. Dodds and Theobald Butler give a dinner at the Exeter College (probably in Brasenose College) rooms of Madhavji 

Dharamsi Morarji Gokuldas,763 which Jack attends, celebrating their earning Firsts in Literae Humaniores (Dodds) and in 

Law (Butler). Jack gets drunk and is forced to leave. Arthur comments in his diary, ñJack had to join Army.ò764 

June 10? Sunday. Jack rises at 9:00 a.m. He writes to his father about moving to Keble College, the strenuous schedule, the three types 

of companions in the O.T.C., and companions Martin Somerville of Eton and Kingôs, Cambridge, Paddy (Edward Francis 

Courtenay) Moore of Clifton, Sutton of Repton, and De Pass of Repton, as well as Captain Moberly. Jack writes to Arthur 

about his lack of time to write letters, life at Keble, Somerville and Paddy Moore, the party to celebrate Doddsô and Butlerôs 

Firsts in Gokuldasô rooms, reading Maeterlinckôs plays this weekend, reading Henricus Cornelius Agrippa in Latin, reading 

Homer in Greek this morning, and talking about Richard Wagner with Cherry Robbins yesterday afternoon. He typically gets 

leave on the weekend from 1:00 p.m. on Saturday until 11:00 p.m. on Sunday. He spends his leave at Univ. He is reading 

Maurice Maeterlinckôs play Alladine et Palomides, some Spencer, and Johnson. Arthur Greeves is confirmed in the Church 

of Ireland.765 

June 11 Monday. Arthur writes a partial letter to Jack.766 

June 12 Tuesday. Arthur finishes his letter to Jack.767 Albert writes a letter to Warren about Warrenôs birthday, sending a few 

cigarettes as a birthday gift, Jack recently joining a cadet battalion, and Willie Greeves receiving the Croix de Guerre. 

June 16 Saturday. Warren celebrates his twenty-second birthday. 

June 17 Sunday. Arthur writes in his diary, ñNo letter from Jack. Have not written him.ò768 

June 18 Monday. Jack writes to his father from Keble College, indicating that he gets four days of leave after the first month of 

O.T.C. and thanking him for money Albert sent, about Paddy Moore, Mrs. Janie Moore (1872-1951), John Robert Edwards, 

Theobald Butler, his inability to join the artillery, and the weather. 

June 19 Tuesday. Jack leaves his rooms at Univ. and returns to Keble College. Warren becomes (or is appointed as) O.C. (Officer in 

Charge) No. 1 Company 32nd Divisional Train, France. 

June 20 Wednesday. Warren writes to his father about getting Jack into the gunners, the declining strength of the Germans, thanks for 

the cigarettes and tobacco, the transfer of the Major whom Warren dislikes, and sharing a camp with the French A.S.C. 

June 23 Saturday. Warren becomes T.O. (C.O.?) No. 1 Company 32nd Divisional Train, France. 

June 25 Monday. Jack leaves his rooms at Univ. and returns to Keble College. 
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June 27 Wednesday. Encaenia (an academic ceremony held at the Sheldonian Theatre in Oxford, usually involving the presentation of 

honorary degrees and with the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Heads of Houses, Heads of Divisions, and other important 

officials present) takes place with a procession beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the college of the Vice Chancellor.769 

June 30 Saturday. Jack leaves his billet at Keble College and returns to his rooms at Univ. Arthur writes in his diary, ñNo word from 

Jack.ò770 

 

July 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðOxford) 

 

July-August Jack reads W. H. Myersôs Science and a Future Life (1893), which is a survey of paranormal phenomena, and Sir Oliver 

Lodgeôs Raymond, or Life and Death (1916).771 

July 2 Monday. Arthur writes in his diary, ñLetter Jack.ò772 

July 7 Saturday. Jack leaves his billet at Keble College and returns to his rooms at Univ. Trinity or Act Term ends. At about 9:00 

p.m. Jack wanders into the oldest part of the College, walking deserted hallways, an attic, and staircases, wandering into the 

rooms of Arthur Carter and looking at his books and music. Jack returns to his rooms and reads The Faerie Queene and an 

Alfred Noyes book, entitled William Morris, in the English Men of Letters Series. 

July 8 Sunday. This morning Jack reads the German text of Wagnerôs Siegfried. Jack writes to Arthur from Univ., while on leave 

from Keble College, about Gautierôs book Avatar, their former days of writing Loki, books, and the possibility of Arthur 

visiting him. He is reading a new volume of Maeterlinckôs plays, and he comments on Alfred Noyesô William Morris, A. C. 

Bensonôs From a College Window and Upton Letters, and Matthew Arnoldôs Balder Dead. 

July 9 Friday. Arthur receives a letter from Jack.773 

July 14 Saturday. Jack leaves his billet at Keble College and returns to his rooms at Univ. 

July 15 Sunday. Jack leaves his rooms at Univ. and returns to Keble College. 

July 17 Tuesday. Arthur writes to Jack.774 

July 18 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father about the weather, Dodds, weekend leave, Warrenôs next leave, and Ronald Hopwoodôs 

The Old Way and Other Poems. He is reading Bishop George Berkeley, i.e. Principles of Human Knowledge.775 
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July 21 Saturday. Jack has tea with an old gentleman, a Trinity don named Goddard, presumably at 4:00 p.m. Arthur seems to have 

received a letter from Jack today, stating that he may be home in about three weeks.776 Warren writes to his father about 

hoping to get the Malvernian, Rupert Brookeôs poems, and William Morris. 

July 22 Sunday. Jack writes to his father about his financial situation, soldiering, signing up for artillery or infantry (Kingôs Own 

Scottish Borderers), and Swinburneôs prose. He is now drawing military pay and is hoping for four daysô leave in about two 

weeks. He has recently read Swinburneôs book Note on Charlotte Brontë and his William Blake, and he hopes to read H. G. 

Wellsô God the Invisible King (1917), which is Wellsô proposal for a non-sectarian creed without dogma, miracles, 

priestcraft, or an afterlife.777 

July 24 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father, expecting his military leave from noon on Wednesday, August 8, to Sunday midnight, 

August 12, and about booking a berth on a boat to get to Ireland. Jack also writes to Arthur about patriotism, Ireland, Avatar, 

philosophy, Walter Paterôs Renaissance, and his coming leave. He continues to read Principles of Human Knowledge and 

also the 3 dialogues by Bishop George Berkeley, the English Idealist philosopher. 

July 30 Monday. Arthur receives a letter from Jack, which Jack probably wrote over the weekend.778 

 

August 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðOxford) 

 

August 3 Friday. Jack is at work with the O.T.C. until 2:00 a.m. 

August 4 Saturday. Jack rises at 6:30 a.m., the usual time. Jack writes to Arthur about Albert Lewis, Tristram Shandy, John Miltonôs 

Comus, part of which he calls ñbeautifully lonely and romantic,ò prose style, and late military training last night. 

August 8 Wednesday. Jackôs leave starts at noon today. He leaves for Belfast from Holyhead, near Anglesey, Wales, and crosses the 

Irish Sea overnight. 

August 9 Thursday. Jack arrives in Belfast in the morning. Arthur sees Jack, who is doing very well but hates his work.779 

August 10 Friday. Jack comes in the afternoon to Arthurôs home and has tea with him. They walk across the fields to Glenmachan. After 

supper Arthur goes to Little Lea.780 

August 11 Saturday. In the afternoon Arthur reads to Jack until 5:30.781 Jack departs from Belfast and crosses the Irish Sea on board ship 

overnight by way of Fleetwood. 

August 12 Sunday. Jackôs leave ends today. He arrives back in Oxford. 
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August 13 Monday. During this week Jack spends time in Warwick in military training, billeted at the house of an undertaker and 

returning on Saturday, August 18.782 

August 14 Tuesday. Warren arrives in Belfast on leave by way of Larne and Stranraer. Arthur sees Warren.783 

August 18 Saturday. Jack returns from his military training in Warwick. Arthur writes to Jack.784 

August 18-19 Saturday-Sunday. Jack spends the weekend at the Moores with Paddy Moore.785 

August 20 Monday. This week Jack spends with the Moores. 

August 21 Tuesday. Warren leaves Belfast for Oxford and France. 

August 22 Wednesday. Warren visits Jack in his rooms at Univ. in Oxford for the afternoon and evening before returning to military 

service in France. 

August 25 Saturday. Arthur notes in his diary, ñNo word from Jack since he left.ò786 

August 27 Monday. Jack writes to his father from Keble College about letter-writing, Warrenôs visit, the Moores, having finished 

Edward Bensonôs The Angel of Pain, and having started H. G. Wellsô A Modern Utopia. It is Arthur Greevesô birthday 

today.787 

 

September 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðOxford) 

 

Autumn Jack writes the poem ñDespoina, Bear with Me.ò788 

September 1 Saturday. Arthur writes to Jack.789 

September 10 Monday. Jack writes to his father about an upcoming three-day bivouac in the Wytham hills, Warrenôs visit at home, not 

being able to be home at the same time as Warren, and Edward Bensonôs The Angel of Pain, which Jack will send to his 

father. 

September 12 Wednesday. Arthur writes in his diary, ñJack canôt write?ò790 

September 18 Tuesday. Arthur writes to Jack.791 
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September 22 Saturday. Arthur writes in his diary, ñNo word from Jack.ò792 

September 24 Monday. Jack writes to his father, stating that his final exam (Responsions) is the next day, Tuesday, not feeling confident 

about the exam, and that the three-day bivouac in Cumnor Hills is over. He requests some money for the trip to Belfast. 

September 25 Tuesday. Jack takes his Responsions (ñSmallsò). 

September 26 Wednesday. Jack is appointed to a temporary commission as a second lieutenant in Regular Army.793 He gets a monthôs 

leave. Arthur writes in his diary, ñJack to be here next week.ò794 

September 29 Saturday. Jack visits Paddy Moore and family at 56 Ravenswood Road, Bristol. Jack gets a one-month leave beginning 

today.795 

September 30 Sunday. Jack visits Clifton School in Bristol, including the chapel. 

 

October 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðOxford) 

 

October 1 Monday. On a cold day, Mrs. Moore sends Jack to bed with a fever. 

October 3 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father from the Moore home in Bristol about his recent cold, his visit with the Moores, his 

plans to come to Belfast, and his exams. 

October 4 Thursday. Arthur writes in his diary, ñNo Jack yet.ò796 

October 6 Saturday. Arthur writes in his diary, probably having heard from Albert, ñJack not well, hopes to be home Tuesday.ò797 

October 8 Monday. Warren writes to Albert about his investment in British Cotton Dyers, Jack, optimism about the war, Annie Strahan 

planning to leave Little Lea as one of its maids to get married, and his moving to a civilian house with Collins. 

October 10 Wednesday. Michaelmas Term begins. 

October 11 Thursday. Jack leaves Bristol for Belfast. 

October 12 Friday. Jack arrives in Belfast, Northern Ireland, in the morning. Arthur has a short talk with Jack and sees him later again in 

the evening.798 

October 13 Saturday. Jack visits Arthur for a short time in the morning.799 

October 14 Sunday. Jack visits Arthur after church.800 
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October 15 Monday. Arthur visits with Jack all morning. Jack gets back at about 2:30 p.m., then they write, read, have tea, talk, and take 

a short walk.801 

October 16 Tuesday. Arthur goes to Little Lea in the morning, and they talk books. Jack then goes to Glenmachan, and after lunch Arthur 

goes to town with Jack.802 Jack joins the 3rd Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry.803 Warren writes to his father 

about the recent shelling from the Germans, Jack, wanting Surteesô Handley Cross and the Methuen edition of Charles 

Leachôs illustration, Russiaôs performance, and his investments. 

October 17 Wednesday. Mrs. Moore writes to Albert Lewis about Paddy not being able to serve together with Jack in the Somersets.804 

Arthur goes to Little Lea in the morning, and Jack has lunch at Bernagh with Arthur.805 

October 18 Thursday. In the morning Jack goes to Arthurôs home. After going to Arthurôs home to say goodbye,806 Jack leaves Belfast 

for his regiment in Crownhill, South Devon.807 

October 19 Friday. Warren writes to his father about Jack missing the R.G.A. 

October 22 Monday. Jack writes to his father at 5:50 p.m. about the typical day for him, the military parades he is doing, the Plymouth 

station at Crownhill, and the change in housekeepers from Annie Strahan to Mary Cullen, who remains with the Lewis family 

until the sale of Little Lea in 1930. Arthur writes out some of Jackôs poems.808 

October 28? Sunday. Jack writes to Arthur from the Crownhill camp about excluding Mrs. Moore from his letters in the future, his living 

conditions, Nathaniel Hawthorneôs writings, Maloryôs Le Morte dôArthur, and George Eliotôs Adam Bede, mentioning a lost 

or destroyed letter from Arthur in his first paragraph. Jack is reading Nathaniel Hawthorneôs Transformation or The Marble 

Faun. 

 

November 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðOxford) 

 

November 1 Thursday. Warren writes to his father about all the moving he and his company have been doing, his plans to proceed to the 

Mechanical Transport School of Instruction soon, news about the war, and Jackôs fine regiment, with thanks for the books 

which have arrived. 

November 4-5 Sunday-Monday. Shelling at Croix de Poperinghe on the Belgian frontier nearly kills Warren.809 
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November 4 Sunday. Jack writes to Arthur about Greenôs Short History of the English People, spending time in Ireland, his 3rd Somerset 

Light Infantry battalion (or 1st?), a friend and Second Lieutenant named Laurence Bertrand Johnson (who does not survive 

the war) with whom he talks about philosophy, Jackôs ignorance of modern literature, philosophy, morals, and Benvenuto 

Cellini. He enthuses about finding philosophy. He has also received in the mail Arthur Clutton-Brockôs book, The Ultimate 

Belief, which is about a third way to look at ethics, and Henry Austin Dobsonôs Eighteenth-Century Essays. 

November 5 Monday. Jack writes to his father, probably from Crownhill near Plymouth, about possible deployment to Ireland, 

photographs that Albert had sent, Paddy Moore in the Rifle Brigade, and two Malvernians named Perret and Routh.810 

November 15 Thursday. Jack sends a telegram to his father at 5:55 p.m., stating that he has arrived in Bristol and has orders to go to 

France by way of Southampton on Saturday. He asks his father to come and see him off, possibly for the last time. 

Albert sends a wire back to Jack, stating that he does not understand the telegram. Jack had not mentioned France in his wire. 

Jack writes another wire to his father spelling it out and returning the photographs. 

November 16 Friday. Jack sends another telegram to his father at 11:20 a.m., this time mentioning France. He must report to Southampton 

on Saturday at 4:00 p.m., apparently just prior to the departure time. 

November 17 Saturday. Jack crosses from Southampton to France at 4 p.m. for service in World War I. He is treated cordially by two 

middle-aged Canadians.811 Warren writes to his father about his last letter, Annie Strahan, the stock exchange, and Jack. 

November 21 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father from a base town in France, Monchy-Le-Preux, as part of the 1st (or 3rd?)Somerset Light 

Infantry. He goes on parade and then gets inoculated in the afternoon. 

November 26 Monday. Albert writes to Warren about Jack going to France, Warrenôs transfer to Mechanical Transport, Annie having gone, 

Annieôs wedding reception having been held at Little Lea, and Annieôs replacement. 

November 27 Tuesday. Arthur writes to Jack. In the evening he goes to see Albert Lewis to get Jackôs address.812 

November 29 Thursday. Warren is promoted to the substantive rank of captain. Jack celebrates his nineteenth birthday in the trenches in 

France. 

November 30 Friday. Arthur gets a letter from Mrs. Moore whom he calls ñPoor thingò and sends a letter to Jack.813 

 

December 1917 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðFrance) 

 

December 2 Sunday. Warren writes to his father about Jackôs transfer to France, the Mechanical Train, and his promotion to the rank of 

Captain on Nov. 29, 1917. 
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December 3 Monday. Colonel Craig replies to Albertôs letter that Jack can be transferred from the infantry to the artillery only with the 

recommendation of his Commanding Officer, which is not likely. 

December 7 Friday. Arthur writes to Jack and Mrs. Moore.814 

December 8 Saturday. Arthur writes in his diary, ñJack in trenches, very uneasy. I can hardly believe it.ò815 

December 12 Wednesday. Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore with a photo of Jack.816 Albert writes to Warren about his promotion to 

Captain, not having heard from Jack since Jack got to France, war stock, and reading Morleyôs Recollections. 

December 13 Thursday. Jack gets a letter from his father and then immediately writes to his father from behind the French lines about 

staying in the infantry, the town where he is billeted, his Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Majendie, and sending a 

check for what he owes his father. He has just finished reading George Eliotôs Adam Bede. 

December 14 Friday. Jack writes to Arthur about Arthurôs letter to Mrs. Moore, about those two being the two people who matter most to 

him in the world, George Eliotôs Adam Bede, and the fact that he is reading Honoré de Balzacôs Le Père Goriot.  

December 17 Monday. Michaelmas Term ends. 

December 19 Wednesday. Arthur gets a letter from Jack this morning.817 

December 21 Friday. Warren writes to his father, with thanks for the parcel, about the promotion, Jackôs possible application to be 

transferred to artillery, the death of Lloyd Thompson, ordering a monthly entitled Colour for Albert, and preparations for 

Christmas. 

December 23 Sunday. Warren is sent to the Mechanical Transport School of Instruction at Saint-Omer in France. Arthur Greevesô cousin, 

Thomas Greeves, is killed in action. 

December 28 Friday. Jack receives from Janie Moore at 56 Ravenswood Road, Bristol, for Christmas a copy of George Eliotôs book 

Romola.818 

December 29 Saturday. Arthur writes Jack a letter.819 

December 30 Sunday. Jack receives a letter from Arthur in the evening. 

December 31 Monday. Jack writes to Arthur about Janie McNeillôs recent letter, Yeatsô play The Countess Cathleen, and Jackôs series of 

poems called ñMetrical Meditations of a Cod.ò 
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The Year 1918 (351) 

 

Summary: As the year starts, both Warren and Jack were serving in the military. Warren had arrived at the Mechanical Transport School of 

Instruction at Saint-Omer in France in late December, but Jack was on the front lines. Sometime in late January Jack got trench fever and 

was sent to the No. 10 British Red Cross Hospital in Le Tréport for three weeks. In late March a rapid German advance almost cut off 

British retreat, which would have captured many British, including Warren. On April 14-16, Jack participated in the Battle of Arras near the 

Belgian border, specifically the Battle of Hazebrouck. On April 15 he was wounded by shrapnel from friendly fire during this battle. In 

September, Paddy Moore was officially declared dead, setting the stage for Jack to take care of Mrs. Moore and her daughter Maureen. On 

Monday, November 11, the Armistice was signed and World War I ended, dramatically changing Warrenôs duties and allowing Jack to 

return to Oxford University. On Friday, December 27, Warren and Albert were at home, when Jack, whose leave was originally to have 

been January 10-22, arrived in a cab. Jack has been demobilized. They celebrated the occasion with champagne at dinner. 

 

Probably during this year of the war, Jack reads Henri Bergson, most likely during his stay in Perham Downs Camp in Salisbury Plain 

during October and November.820 

 

January 1918 

(WarrenðSaint-Omer, France; JackðFrance) 

 

January William Butler Yeats and Georgie Yeats move to Oxford (but see the entry for September 13, 1919).821 

January 1 Tuesday. Warren rises at 8:20 and after breakfast hears a good lecture on auto mechanics. Warren goes driving in the 

afternoon, and in the evening he attends a dance, getting to bed at 1:50 a.m.822 

January 2 Wednesday. Warren rises at 7:45, gets breakfast, and then attends a lecture. He practices driving a lorryða Karrierðin the 

afternoon, then has tea in the tea shop with Hinde and Lake, and then takes a bath. In the mess at supper, the Commanding 

Officer comes in, then Warren goes to the tea shop for coffee, and he gets to bed at 11:15 p.m. Jack gets a letter from his 

father. 

January 3 Thursday. Warren gets up 8:10 a.m., has breakfast, and attends a lecture. He has a cup of tea at the church army at 10:45 and 

then practices driving in the afternoon. After 4 p.m. tea, he attends a voluntary lecture on breakdown at 5:15 p.m., which ends 

at 6:30. In the evening Warren goes down to the Company office and crams notes till 11 p.m. with Knight and Herbert Denis 

Parkin. He goes to bed at 11:45. 

January 4 Friday. Jack writes to his father about trench life, Albertôs letter and enclosure, which includes tobacco, staying in the 

infantry, life in the trenches, and taking a course on bombing. He is reading George Eliotôs The Mill on the Floss. Warren 
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goes to Field Cashier at 9 a.m. and draws out money. After lunch, he has driving, then tea, then a lecture on mechanical 

breakdowns, then supper in mess, then study of notes, and to bed at 11:30 p.m. Warren is night duty officer this week. 

January 5 Saturday. Warren awakens at 7:30 a.m., has a cup of tea, and then gets up at 8:00. He attends a revision lecture in the 

morning, and they get some tips for the afternoon exam, which begins at 1:30. In the evening Warren goes to the pantomime 

with King, Hinde, and Constable, enjoying it greatly. After the show, Warren goes to dinner with Hinde and Constable at 

Kittyôs. He goes to bed at 11 p.m. Arthur finishes a letter to Jack.823 

January 6 Sunday. Warren awakens at 7:30, gets up at 8:15, and then he goes to breakfast. He spends the morning and afternoon in the 

office, loafing and reading Seumas OôSullivanôs Mud and Purple: Pages from the Diary of a Dublin Man (1917) and The 

Spectator. Warren has tea at the usual tea shop with King. In the evening Warren dines with Hinde at Kittyôs. He gets to bed 

at 10:15 p.m. The new curate at St. Markôs is the Revd. Robert H. Eager (Curate, 1917-1929) of Trinity College, Dublin, who 

replaces the Revd. J. Waring, who was at St. Markôs for one year.824 

January 7 Monday. Warren rises at 8 a.m., has tea, breakfast, and then at 9:15 goes to the model room for the weekly exam. He fails by 

three percentage points. In the afternoon there is no driving, so Warren goes through Saturdayôs newspapers with Meeson. 

Warren has tea, dines in mess, and gets to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

January 8 Tuesday. Warren rises at 7:55 a.m. He goes to breakfast and then to the morning lecture. He goes driving in the afternoon, 

spends a quiet evening, then to bed at 10:15 p.m. 

January 9 Wednesday. Warren gets up at about 7:50 a.m., dresses, attends a lecture in the morning, and then goes driving in the 

afternoon. He has tea in mess, presumably at 4 p.m. He goes up to Hindeôs room and studies notes with him from 5:30 to 7, 

and then again after supper until 10 p.m. Returning to the barracks, he goes to bed at 11 p.m. Albert writes to Warren about 

his recent bout of lumbago, being alone at Christmas, the books he received from Warren as a Christmas present, and Jack. 

January 10 Thursday. Warren rises at 8:10, attends a lecture at 10:45, goes driving for a short time in the afternoon, has tea, comes across 

to Rue St. Bertin, changes and shaves, then studies with Parkin and Lake from 5:45 to 7 p.m., after which he goes down to 

mess. In the evening the mail brings the January issue of Colour. He goes to bed at 9:30 p.m. Arthur receives a letter from 

Jack, which is really intended for Mrs. Moore. Arthur sends it on to her.825 

January 11 Friday. Warren gets up at 7:20 a.m. and goes down to breakfast by 8 a.m. After the usual morning lecture, he has lunch and 

then learns that there will be no driving in the afternoon. He works on his notes for two hours before having tea at a new tea 

shop, the Piccadilly. After tea around 4 p.m. Warren attends another lecture, which ends at 6:45 p.m. He changes clothes, 

goes to mess for supper, studies his notes, and then plays the gramophone and sings until bedtime, which is 11:10 p.m. He 

gets/reads the January issue of Colour this evening. Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore with a letter from Jack 

enclosed.826 
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January 12 Saturday. Warren rises at 8:45 and goes to breakfast. He does revision in the morning and takes an exam in the afternoon. 

Warren has tea with Hinde and Parkin at 5, then the usual Saturday dinner at Kittyôs, after which he has a drink in mess. He 

spends the evening with the gramophone in Hindeôs room and gets to bed at 12:15 a.m. In the morning Arthur writes to 

Jack.827 

January 13 Sunday. Warren gets up at 10 a.m., dresses, and goes to the coffee shop for breakfast at 10:45 a.m. Then, in mess, he sees and 

reads a copy of Rudyard Kiplingôs 1904 collection of short stories Traffics and Discoveries. In the afternoon he goes to the 

gramophone shop with Hinde and Parkin to purchase some records. He dines at Kittyôs with Hinde, then goes to mess and 

spends the evening there, getting to bed at 11:45. Arthur receives a letter from Jack, and he sees Albert Lewis for a short 

time. Albert is depressed.828 

January 14 Monday. Hilary Term begins. Warren gets up at 8:10 a.m. and comes down to parade at 9:15 a.m. He goes driving in the 

morning. He drives again in the afternoon. Warren has tea in mess, changes clothes, and then goes to Col. Blaneyôs lecture at 

6 p.m. After mess he listens to the band in the evening and gets to bed at 12:40 a.m. 

January 15 Tuesday. Warren rises at 8:30, goes to breakfast, and then goes driving on the Daimler at 9:15. In the afternoon he goes 

driving in a different vehicle with rain developing into a thunderstorm at 4:30 p.m. He goes to mess for dinner and then 

writes to Collins. He goes to bed after a quiet evening at 10:40 p.m. 

January 16 Wednesday. After breakfast Warren goes driving on the Daimler, then to the Recordon with Parkin for a liqueur brandy. 

After lunch he drives again, this time on the Karrier, then after tea, he buys two prints at a picture shopða sunset over 

Nieuport dunes and a moonlight view of Messines church. Warren receives The Spectator in the evening and goes to bed at 

10. 

January 17 Thursday. Warren rises at 6:30 and runs down to drive caterpillar at 7:00. He has breakfast at 8:00 and is out driving again at 

9:15 on the Karrier. Then Warren goes to the Recordon for an appetizer. After lunch he drives again, this time the little 

Straker Squire. He gets to bed at 10:10 p.m. 

January 18 Friday. Warren rises again at 6:30 a.m., then does knot-tying. After breakfast he goes driving again at 9:15 on the 

Locomobile. He goes to the Recordon as usual and then to lunch. In the afternoon he does more driving on the F.W.D. Then 

Warren has tea at the tea shop with Parkin and Walsh. After mess they play the gramophone in their billets, and he goes to 

bed at 10:15. Jack receives George Eliotôs Middlemarch as a gift from J. K. M., i.e., Janie Moore.829 

January 19 Saturday. Warren gets up at 6:30 a.m. and goes down to lorry inspection with Constable and Walsh. He inspects the 2nd 

Daimler and does a fairly good job of it. At 9:15 a.m. he goes out driving on the Straker Squire, and in the afternoon he 

drives a Dennis and does not like it. He has tea in mess and after that takes a bath at the Commerce with Hinde. In the 

evening Warren goes out with friends to dinner at Kittyôs. He comes back to mess and finds a parade scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 

the next morning. He gets to bed at midnight. 

                                                 
827 Arthur Greeves Diaries, 1-4. 
828 Arthur Greeves Diaries, 1-4. 
829 Wroxton College Library. 



January 20 Sunday. Warren gets up at 9 a.m., goes motorbiking on a Douglas, finishing at 10:20 a.m. He goes with Parkin to Kittyôs for 

breakfast. After breakfast they return to their billet and play the gramophone. He skips lunch altogether. In the afternoon he 

reads and hangs around the anteroom. Warren has dinner at Kittyôs, then comes back to mess for a few drinks. He gets to bed 

at midnight. Warren writes a letter to his father about his Mechanical Train School, his exams, parade, Jack, a letter from 

Aunt Lily, meeting a Second Lieutenant named Robert Michaelis, who sang at Dalyôs Theatre830 in London, and joining a 

society of army officers. 

January 21 Monday. Warren rises at 6:26 and goes motorcycling on a Triumph at 7 a.m. At 9:30 a.m. he hears a lecture from Col. 

Cockshott, then goes driving again at 11 on a lorry, then drives a lorry again in the afternoon. He attends mess in the evening, 

then to bed at 11:40. 

January 22 Tuesday. Warren is up at 6:30 a.m., has a cup of coffee and biscuits, then goes down to motorbiking on the Triumph at 7 

a.m., then on the 7581 (or 5781) at 9:15. He does the same in the afternoon. Warren spends time in the anteroom after mess, 

then goes to bed early at 10:20 p.m. 

January 23 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 10:35 a.m. and goes motorcycling on the Triumph. After breakfast he goes driving in a lorry 

and passes a test. At 11:15 he hears an uninteresting lecture from Elliot. In the afternoon, Warren, Parkin, and Walsh go 

motorcycling again. He has supper in the mess and goes to bed at 11:30.  

January 24 Thursday. Arthur writes to Jack.831 Warren gets up 6:40 a.m. and goes out motorbiking on the Triumph. Warren has started 

the practice of having a cup of coffee before setting out in the morning. He attends a lecture from Elliot at 9:15. In the 

afternoon Warren reports for breakdown at 2:15 p.m., but ends up spending two boring hours tying knots. Warren dines in the 

mess and goes to bed after a quiet evening at 10:10 p.m. 

January 25 Friday. Warren gets up 6:40 a.m. and goes motorbiking on the Triumph, then goes to a lecture at 9:15. Warren does stunts832 

on the Dorman with Hinde at 2:15, has tea, then goes to his billet. At 7 p.m. the air raid alarm starts, but nothing happens. He 

goes to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

January 26 Saturday. Warren rises at 6:35 a.m. and goes out motorbiking at 7 a.m., passing his driving exam. He attends a lecture from 

Garrod on the caterpillar in the morning. In the afternoon Warren goes to the stunt show and pulls off two stunts single-

handedly. After that he goes to tea with Knight and Walsh at the Recordon. At 5:30 p.m. he attends a lecture from a Gunner 

Major on caterpillars. In the evening Warren goes with Hinde to dine at Kittyôs but ends up at the France for dinner. They 

come back to mess and receive an invitation to meet Collins and the Colonel on Monday, which he accepts. He goes to bed at 

12:20 a.m. 

January 27 Sunday. Warren wakes up at 8:20 a.m., has a cup of coffee and goes back to sleep again until 10 a.m. He then gets up and 

goes to the tea shop with Hinde for breakfast. After breakfast they go to the Rue St. Bertin to read books and play the 
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gramophone. Warren skips lunch. Warren puts up his 1914 ribbon. He has tea in the mess and then goes to Kittyôs for dinner. 

He comes back to mess afterwards, and one of the gunners plays the piano. He gets to bed at 11:20 p.m. Arthur writes a letter 

to Mrs. Moore.833 

January 28 Monday. Warren gets up at 6:40 a.m. and rushes down to an early parade. At 9:30 a.m. Warren goes out ditching (i.e. 

learning to dig a lorry out of the mud). In the afternoon Warren does stunts on the L.G.O.834 He attends a lecture on 

caterpillars at 6 p.m. He is at the halfway point of the course. He goes to bed quietly at 10:15 p.m. After supper Arthur writes 

to Jack.835 

January 29 Tuesday. Warren gets up at 8:25 a.m. and goes to breakfast, then to a lecture at 9:15 a.m. by Elliot. In the afternoon Warren 

goes to the stunt shed, then goes to tea with Constable at a new place. After that both have their hair cut, followed by dinner 

in mess. Robert Michaelis sings after mess. Warren goes to bed at 11:15 p.m. 

January 30 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 6:40 a.m. and goes down to lorry greasing. After 8 a.m. he goes to breakfast and then to a 

lecture at 9:15. He makes several drawings related to the lecture. At 2 p.m. Warren goes to the stunt shed and does some 

simple magnetic stunts.  He stops at 4 p.m. and goes to mess tea, then comes back to No. 27 and finishes the short story 

ñCabbages & Kingsò by O. Henry. Warren dresses for dinner and dines out with Harris and Company. He comes back to 

mess and plays the piano, getting to bed at 11:45 p.m. Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore saying that Jack is in the 

hospital with trench fever and perhaps bronchitis. He writes back to her.836 

January 31 Thursday. Warren gets up at 6:40 a.m. and goes down to the barracks. He hangs around for 20 minutes until Jarrod puts in an 

appearance. Warren then inspects a lorry with Constable. He attends a lecture at the usual time, which is probably 9:15, and 

makes several good diagrams. In the afternoon, he finds the stunt shed full, so he tries unsuccessfully to get put on 

motorbiking. Instead he is given a lorry to stunt with, and does so with Parkin and Freddy. In the evening, Parkin, Freddy, 

Hinde and Warren take four V.A.D.ôs837 out to dinner. Warren comes home and makes up monthly office, getting to bed at 

10:45. 

 

February 1918  

(WarrenðMechanical Transport School, Saint-Omer, France; JackðRed Cross Hospital, Le Tréport, France) 

 

February 1 Friday. Warren rises at 6:45 a.m. and goes to knot-tying. Instead of knot-tying he sits around the fire and tells stories. In the 

morning Warren is tested on stunts and fails. For lunch they all have been shifted into A mess. In the afternoon Warren does 

more stunts and gets some useful practice. He dines in mess and returns to his billet, writing to Collins and enclosing £10 for 

                                                 
833 Arthur Greeves Diaries, 1-4. 
834 Perhaps ñLocal Government Ordinance.ò 
835 Arthur Greeves Diaries, 1-4. 
836 Arthur Greeves Diaries, 1-4. 
837 Volunteer Aid Detachment, a volunteer organization during World Wars I and II, providing field nursing services. 

 



poker debts. He gets to bed at 10:30. Jack is admitted to No. 10 British Red Cross Hospital in Le Tréport, France for 

slight pyrexia.838 

February 2 Saturday. Warren gets up 6:40 a.m. and is put on tire changing. Warren, Freddy, and a 2nd Lieutenant change the tires on the 

Swift839 in the lecture rooms. Warren attends a lecture by Elliot at the usual time, probably 9:15. In the afternoon, Warren 

does stunts on the L.G.O. with Constable. He has tea in mess and returns to his billet. Warren goes to dinner at Kittyôs as 

usual. Warren, having a very bad cold, comes back and goes to bed at 10 p.m. Jack is in the No. 10 British Red Cross 

Hospital in Le Tréport, France, and from there he writes to Arthur about the death of Arthurôs cousin (Thomas Greeves), 

Arthurôs sadness, thanking him for a parcel, which included two books, one of them being George Borrowôs Lavengro. Jack 

has trench fever, or pyrexia, which lasts three weeks.840 He is reading Lavengro and Boswellôs second volume. Jack reads a 

volume of essays by G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936) while in the hospital, perhaps The Defendant (1901), Twelve Types 

(1902), All Things Considered (1908), Varied Types (1908), Tremendous Trifles (1909), Alarms and Discursions (1910), A 

Miscellany of Men (1912), The Appetite of Tyranny (1915), Divorce and Democracy (1916), or Utopia of Usurers (1917).841 

Arthur notes in his diary that Jack is better, but may not get leave.842 

February 3 Sunday. Warren wakes up at 8 a.m. and has a cup of coffee. He goes back to sleep again until 10 a.m. He gets up, dresses, 

and goes to the Café Sergent for breakfast where he meets Freddy and Parkin. He returns to his billet and reads until about 

3:00 p.m. Warren wanders down to the mess where he loafs until the lecture. After tea Warren plays the gramophone, which 

is in A mess. He comes back to his billet and changes for dinner, which he has with Hinde at Kittyôs. After dinner they return 

to mess and play more on the gramophone. He gets to bed at 11:15 p.m. Arthur writes to Jack.843 Albert writes to Warren 

about war anxiety, Jack, trench life, and Willie Greevesô approaching marriage on February 14. 

February 4 Monday. Warren gets up at 8:20 a.m., has breakfast, and goes out on ditching the 5781 (or 7581) (i.e. digging a lorry out of 

the mud) with Parkin. They get some coffee about 11 a.m. at a convenient Estaminet.844 Warren gets lunch and meets Harris 

and McLeod, who were both supposed to have returned to their units yesterday. He goes down to the stunt shed at 2 p.m., and 

does pretty well on the L.G.O. during a test afternoon, which he passes. He hears a lecture from Col. Harvey S.M.T.O.845 XV 

Corps at 6 p.m. V.G. He goes to bed quietly at 10:30 p.m. 

February 5 Tuesday. Warren rises at 6 a.m. and gets down to breakfast at 6:30. Warren starts on his first Mechanical Transport convoy at 

7 a.m., going to Moulle where he collects kits of the 146th Infantry Brigade, then comes back by way of Saint-Omer, then on 

to Bavincore and Staple, where he delivers them and then goes home by way of Wallon Cappel. He arrives at 4 p.m. He gets 

to bed at 11:30 p.m. 
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February 6? Wednesday. Arthurôs letter arrives in Jackôs hands. Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m. and has breakfast at 8:45. He attends a lecture 

by Elliot on ammunition supply at 9:15. In the afternoon Warren goes to the stunt shed and does pretty well. Warren dines in 

mess, after which Robert Michaelis sings. Warren gets to bed at 11:20 p.m. 

February 7 Thursday. Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m. and goes down to a lecture on siege parks at the usual time, probably 9:15. He copies 

some notes from Parkin on the previous lecture. In the afternoon Warren goes down to stunts. He has tea in mess. After tea 

Warren returns to his billet and changes clothes, then goes to dinner with the crowd at Kittyôs, then returns to the mess. He 

receives a letter from home. He gets to bed at 11:45 p.m. 

February 8 Friday. Warren gets up at 8 a.m., attends a lecture from Elliot in the morning on ammunition, then comes back to lunch and 

down to the stunt shed at 2 p.m. Warren is put on the Wolsley846 with Constable and does very well. He comes back to tea in 

mess and rushes to meet the V.A.D.ôs at 6:15. He has dinner with them as on last Friday, but without Hinde who was posted 

at 2 p.m. to a Corps Ammunition Park. Warren hears that Jack has done his first spell in the trenches. Warren gets to bed at 

midnight. Arthur writes to Jack.847 

February 9 Saturday. Jack writes a very brief letter to his father from the Red Cross hospital in France about his pyrexia. Warren gets up 

at 8 a.m. and has breakfast. He attends a lecture from Elliot on ammunition, copying out a few drawings during the lecture. 

After lunch he goes down to the stunt shed where he succeeds in passing out on the Wolsley. He leaves at 3:15 and returns to 

the billet and writes to his father about Albertôs depression, Jack, the conduct of the war, passing his final practical test on 

repairing engines, and his investments. Hinde turns up at tea time, stays, and goes to dinner at Kittyôs with Warren. They 

return to mess. Parkin, Vernon, Gould, and Warren play poker till 1:30 a.m. Warren gets to bed at 2 a.m. 

February 10 Sunday. Warren gets up at 10 a.m. and goes down to breakfast in the Rue Sergent at about 10:50 a.m. There is an Adjutantôs 

parade at 11:45. He comes back to mess and hangs about until lunch time. He comes back to his billet, shaves, etc. At 2 p.m. 

he goes out with Freddy, Constable, and Meeson to take four V.A.D.ôs for a walk. They walk as far as Wisques, nearly four 

miles southwest of Saint-Omer, where they find a place and have tea, staying there until 6 p.m. and then coming home again. 

He has supper in mess and spends a very cheerful evening in the anterooms. Warren gets to bed at 12 midnight. 

February 11 Monday. Warren is up at 7 a.m. and down to breakfast at 7:30. He goes down to the square at 8:15 and takes over a convoy of 

ten lorries. Warren travels to Fauquembergues for wood, then returns after a great deal of trouble, and weighs the load, 

finishing at 6:30. Warren gets a letter from Kelsie today. After skipping lunch Warren has an excellent dinner. Warren goes 

out in the Vauxhall after dinner to pick up a man who was left behind. He gets back at 10:30 and goes to bed 12:40 a.m. 

February 12 Tuesday. Jack writes to Arthur from the Red Cross hospital in France about Arthurôs letter of January 24 just arriving, Mr. 

Thompson, reading Boswellôs The Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, Arthurôs friend Tommy, Jackôs loving someone 

(probably Mrs. Moore), memories, and possibly reading The Memoirs of Benvenuto Cellini written by Himself and then John 

Gibson Lockhartôs Life of Scott next. Warren is up at 8 a.m. and down to the office to get his orders. He is given the message 

and leaves on the Triumph No. 2 at about 11 a.m. He travels through Wizernes, Therouanne, Rely, Pernes, and St. Pol to 
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Frevent where he stops for lunch at about 2 p.m. and leaves at 2:30 to reach Doullens at about 3 p.m. He pushes on through 

Beauval and Talmas down the Amiens Road and runs out of gas near the turning for Bertangles, wasting nearly an hour. He 

gets some gas from an R.F.C. tender and reaches Amiens about 6 p.m. He goes to bed at Hotel Belfort at 9:30. 

February 13 Wednesday. Warren gets down to breakfast at 8:30 a.m. and discovers that quite a lot of rain fell during the night. He pays 

his bill and leaves Amiens at about 10 a.m. He passes through Roye, Nesles, and Voyenne, then through Offoy and Toule to 

Sancourt. He reports to the Adjutant and stays the night at the Siege Park and gets to bed at 2 a.m. 

February 14 Thursday. Warren gets to breakfast at 9 a.m. and gets his orders, leaving at about 11 a.m. Warren goes to Ham to draw 

money from the field cashier. Then he starts for Amiens by way of Athies and Bries. He gets a flat tire about 2 p.m. near 

Villers Carbonal, reaching Amiens about 6:30 p.m. He takes the bike to a garage and then arranges for the bike to be taken 

with him on the 11 oôclock train, if it is still out of order in the morning. He gets to bed at Hotel Belfort at 10 p.m. 

February 15 Friday. Warren has breakfast at 8:30 and then goes to the garage where he finds the flat tire mended, but the vehicle has some 

carburetor trouble, so he arranges for transport by rail the next day. Warren meets Lloyd in the afternoon, buys a brooch for 

his ribbon, and has dinner at the hotel. He gets to bed at 9:30 p.m. 

February 16 Saturday. Jack writes to his father from the hospital in Le Tréport, France, about the trench fever (pyrexia) that he has, no 

leave, Captain Harris of his Company, Warrenôs promotion, but also requesting a copy of Robert Burtonôs Anatomy of 

Melancholy. He is located about eighteen miles from Dieppe, where he had vacationed with his mother and Warren many 

years earlier. Warren is up at 5 a.m. and has breakfast in his room at 5:15. He catches the train to Fouquereuil Bethune where 

he changes trains. He gets to Berguette where he changes trains again, reaching Saint-Omer at 3:40 p.m. He reports to 

Walker, who has been much concerned about Warrenôs absence. Warren goes down to mess in the evening and finds a crowd 

there. He gets to bed at 11:40 p.m. 

February 17 Sunday. Warren wakes up at about 8 a.m. and goes to breakfast in the Rue Sergent. He returns and warms up in the anteroom 

until lunch. After lunch he returns to his billet and reads two periodicals, Colour and The Spectator, the former with a picture 

called the ñSorcererôs Tower.ò Warren has dinner in mess and gets to bed at 11:45 p.m. Albert writes a letter to Jack.848 

February 18 Monday. Warren gets up 8 a.m. and has breakfast. He comes down to the barracks and goes out on the usual Monday 

morning ditching at 9:30 a.m. He is the only one on ditching (i.e. digging a lorry out of the mud). Then he goes out along the 

motorcycle track and gets the lorry stuck (to enable the ditching), and it is still stuck at 1:40 p.m. He has lunch in the mess 

and goes back to ditching at 2:45 p.m., finally extracting the lorry at 4:50. In the evening he dines with Parkin at their private 

place. He comes back to mess and hangs about until bedtime at 11:50 p.m. 

February 19 Tuesday. Warren gets up at 8 a.m., has breakfast, and then at 9:30 goes to the lecture by Eliot on organization. Warren goes 

to lunch and finds that there is no mail for him. In the afternoon he hears a very interesting lecture from Jarrod on workshops. 

Then he goes to the little café at the top of the park and has a cup of chocolate in the interval. He dines in mess and has a chat 

with the C. O.849 about the old 7th C. Warren goes upstairs and plays poker with some second Lieutenants. He gets to bed at 

12:45 a.m. 
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February 20 Wednesday. Jack is allowed by the hospital staff to go outside for a walk for the first time. Warren is late this morning but 

gets down to breakfast before most of the others. He attends a lecture from Eliot on siege parks at 9:15. In the afternoon 

Jarrod (Garrod) lectures on organization with Warren in attendance, who comes back and has tea, and then has a drink with 

Parkin. Warren returns and changes clothes, getting down to mess at 7:30. He dines in B Mess and then hangs around until 

bedtime at midnight. 

February 21 Thursday. Jack writes to Arthur about his improving health, his walks in the countryside, old English romances, book-

binding, recommending Benvenuto Celliniôs autobiography, Memoirs, which he is reading. The first volume of Boswellôs 

Life of Johnson has arrived and he has started it, and he is also reading Algernon Blackwoodôs Incredible Adventures and 

George Eliotôs Middlemarch. Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m., has breakfast, and goes down to the lecture at 9:15 on the subject 

of Ammunition Parks by Eliot. He comes back to lunch and finds no mail. He writes a short letter to his father, sending 

information about the people he is working with in the Corps, and he asks to hear from Albert. Eliot lectures again in the 

afternoon. Warren has tea and comes back to his billet and changes clothes. Then he goes to dinner with Parkin and 

Constable at the restaurant on the lorry park. He gets to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

February 22 Friday. Jack writes to his father from the British Red Cross Hospital in Le Tréport about a gift Albert sent, news of the war, 

the death of Belfast neighbor Mr. Patterson, a poem by Lamb, and ordering some books by Virgil , sending two photographs 

of his rooms at Univ. taken by Paddy Moore. Jack is still reading Boswell and George Eliotôs Middlemarch. Warren gets up 

at 7:10 a.m. and goes down to duty in B mess at 7:45. He attends a lecture on ammunition from Eliot at 9:30 a.m. He has 

lunch as usual and goes back again at 2 p.m. for a further ammunition lecture from Eliot. Warren has tea and comes back to 

his billet, writes home, changes clothes, and does an hourôs notes for the exam tomorrow. He comes down to mess. He sits 

around in the mess room until 11:30 and gets to bed at 11:50 p.m. Albert writes a letter to Warren about his lumbago, the 

weather, his pessimism, Jack being in the hospital, the possibility of Warren going to Le Tréport, the death of Mr. Patterson, 

and the Greeves wedding. 

February 23 Saturday. Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m. He goes to breakfast and then attends a lecture from Eliot on ammunition at 9:15. In 

the afternoon he takes an exam in the Munroe Hut at 2 p.m. He then has tea and finds Vaughn there. In the evening Warren 

dines at the Caterpillar with Constable and Parkin. Then he returns to mess and hangs around. Warren and others entertain 

four new Captains, who arrived today, in the anteroom after mess. He gets to bed at 11 p.m. 

February 24 Sunday. Warren gets up at 10 a.m., dresses, and goes to the Rue Sergent for breakfast. Since the place is closed until 12 noon, 

he has to manage without breakfast. He comes to mess and meets Freddy, who is down for the day from his unit at Neuf 

Berquiem. Warren lunches in mess. In the afternoon Warren reads The End of a Chapter, an autobiography by Shane Leslie. 

He has tea, returns to his billet, and changes clothes. He has supper in the mess in the evening and gets to bed at 9:45 p.m. 

February 25 Monday. Warren gets up at 7 a.m. and goes down to orderly officer duty in B mess, and he has breakfast. Eliot goes through 

Saturdayôs exam paper in the first hour. In the second hour Ross gives a lecture on Ammunition Sub. Parks. In the afternoon 

Eliot lectures on Light Railways. In the evening he hears a good lecture from an Ordinance fellow on ammunition. Warren 

gets a letter from home tonight, and he goes to bed at 11:15 p.m. 

February 26 Tuesday. Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m. and goes down to breakfast. Yesterdayôs letter from home said that Jack was in hospital 

at Le Tréport with Trench Fever. Warren learns that he passed his exam on Saturday with the second highest scoreða 76%. 



Owing to the crowd, they move into a new lecture room in the attics this morning. Warren helps Parkin to copy some notes. 

In the afternoon he hears a lecture from Eliot on D. of T.ôs circulars. He dines in mess and stays on afterwards until midnight, 

getting to bed at 12:30 a.m. 

February 27 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m. and goes down to breakfast. He goes to the attic and hears a lecture from Eliot on 

map reading. He comes back to mess and has lunch. He attends a lecture in the afternoon on topography and official 

correspondence. He returns for tea. After tea he goes on a shopping expedition, then returns to his billet and does an hourôs 

notes with Parkin. He dines in mess. After mess he has a long chat with a Belfast regular called Patterson. He gets to bed at 

11:45 p.m. 

February 28 Thursday. Jack returns to the front for a four-day tour, operating from Fampoux, a village west of Arras.850 This may be the 

time described in Surprised by Joy when Jack was exhausted, facing constant rain, and falling asleep while marching.851 

Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m. and goes down to mess. In the morning there is a lecture from Jarrod in the Munro Hut on the 

working of a B.M.T.D.852 In the afternoon Jarrod lectures again on vehicle inspection, and Warren does a diagram of a gear 

box. He comes back to his billet after tea, having had his hair cut. He does an hour and a quarter of notes with Parkin. He 

dines in mess and goes into the anteroom afterwards, where he has two more whiskeys than he intends. He gets to bed at 

12:40. Arthur writes to Jack.853 

 

March 1918 

(WarrenðMechanical Transport School, Saint-Omer, France; JackðFampoux, France) 

 

March 1 Friday. Warren rises at 8:15 a.m. and goes to breakfast at 9:10. He attends a lecture from Jarrod in the morning on the 

inspection of vehicles. He gets his Spectator by the midday post. He attends another lecture from Jarrod in the afternoon. In 

the evening he does 1½ hours of notes with Parkin. He goes to bed at 10:15 p.m. Jackôs four-day tour at the front line 

probably begins today (see March 5 entry). 

March 2 Saturday. Warren wakes up at a quarter to four and does not get to sleep again until 7 a.m. He gets up at 8:20 and rushes to 

get to breakfast. He hears a lecture from Jarrod in the morning on convoys. He goes to lunch and down to Exam in the 

Munroe Hut at 2 p.m. He finishes at about 6:30 p.m., thinking that he has not passed. He has dinner with Parkin and 

Constable at the Caterpillar and goes bed at 10:30 p.m. Arthur receives a letter from Jack this past week, but he doesnôt 

remember the exact day.854 

March 3 Sunday. Warren wakes up at 8 a.m. and goes down to breakfast with Parkin at the Recordon at 10:30 a.m. He returns to the 

billet and starts the revised edition of his M. T.855 notes. At lunch he learns that he has passed the Saturday exam with 85%. 
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Warren writes to his father, indicating that seventeenth century French history is his favorite period of history. He will later 

write seven books about that period. Warren gets to bed at 9 p.m. 

March 4 Monday. Warren gets up at about 8:30 a.m. and goes down to breakfast in the mess after not getting any sleep after 3 a.m. He 

goes shopping in the morning with Pearce. After lunch they go to the hospital to get a box respirator. Warren interviews the 

Commandant at 12:30. He buys a few more things in the afternoon. Warren graduates from Mechanical Transport 

School, Saint-Omer, France, first in class. In the evening he and others entertain Jarrod, Thomson, Meeson, and Eliot at 

dinner. He gets to bed at 11:15 p.m. Arthur writes to Mrs. Moore.856 

March 5 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father after a four-day tour in the front line and a role in battle.857 Warren gets up at the usual 

time, probably 7:30, finishes buying some things in the morning, and does his packing. He has lunch in the mess for the last 

time, says goodbye to the crowd and catches the 2:30 train with Knight. He gets off at Etaples about 8:30 p.m., finds an 

officerôs club, and sleeps in a cubicle downstairs, getting to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

March 6 Wednesday. Warren gets up at about 8 a.m. After washing up, he has breakfast and then goes down to the nest camp for 

orders. He goes down to the station and catches the train to Paris-Plage. Warren goes to the beach. He returns to Etaples and 

finds that his room at the club has been re-let in his absence. He gets a room at the Y.M.C.A. and goes to bed at 11 p.m. 

March 7 Thursday. Warren wakes up at 5 a.m. Knight goes on the Fifth Army train this morning, but there is still no news for Warren. 

He books a room for this night. He takes a walk into the wood on the far side of the river in the morning. In the afternoon 

Warren takes the train into Paris-Plage and then walks home through the woods. He returns and washes up. He has his orders 

for tomorrow to leave on the 6:30 a.m. train. He goes to bed at 9:45 p.m. Albert receives a letter from the War Office, 

indicating that Jack was discharged from the hospital on February 28.858 

March 8 Friday. Warren awakens at 5 a.m., washes, has an early breakfast, and goes down to the station. He secures a corner seat and 

gets his luggage on board. The train doesnôt start until 8 a.m. Warren enjoys the scenery of the Somme country as he travels. 

He reaches his destination, Achiet-le-Grand, at around 3 p.m. He catches a lorry which takes him to his destination, 

Bohucourt. He goes to bed at 10:30 p.m. He is attached to D Corps Siege Park for temporary duty. 

March 9 Saturday. Warren gets up at 8:15 a.m. He gets to breakfast and reports formally at the office on his first day at 9:30 a.m. He 

goes through the office routine and picks up what he can. After lunch the Major takes Warren up in his Vauxhall to see one 

of the 6ò batteries. Warren gets back at about 5 p.m. and has dinner and gets to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

March 10 Sunday. Warren is first to breakfast this morning. After breakfast he goes out with Bell in the Singer to visit various columns. 

Warren drives part of the way himself, and then he finishes up at the Officers Club at Wahagnies. He has a drink and then 

goes to lunch. After lunch he takes part in a fort-drill parade. He gets to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

March 11 Monday. Warren isnôt called until 8:20 a.m. but he gets to breakfast in plenty of time. He goes to the office in the morning 

and picks up some useful information from Campbell. After lunch he goes to Monument Dump to see the Brigades draw the 
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6ò gun. He uses a Triumph motorbike on the trip. Later he goes out with lorries by way of Bapaume to a reserve gun position 

and sees the stuff dumped. Warren misses tea but has a good dinner. He writes home about passing his final exam in the 

Mechanical Transport School, scoring first in a class of 35, his move to the D Corps Siege Park, keeping the heavy artillery 

supplied with shells, Jackôs Trench Fever, and his new unit, and also to Dunhill for tobacco. He gets to bed at 11 p.m. Arthur 

finishes a letter to Jack.859 

March 12 Tuesday. Warren is up earlier than usual, has breakfast, and then goes down to the office. After the office he goes with 

Campbell to look around the workshops. After lunch he goes out with the Major in his Vauxhall to see the sides of most of 

the reserve gun pits. They get back at about 5 p.m. for tea. About 9 p.m. the artillery starts firing in the distance. He gets to 

bed at 10:45 p.m. 

March 13 Wednesday. Warren is almost late for breakfast this morning, but he arrives in time. He goes to the office and prepares to go 

out with Bell. Warren does almost nothing all afternoon. At 6 p.m. he takes a drill parade until 7 p.m. Dinner is very late. He 

gets to bed at 10:45. 

March 14 Thursday. Warren gets down to breakfast at 8 a.m. He goes to the office in the morning, but there is little business except 

four men for court martial tomorrow. Warren will be attending. In the afternoon he takes a stroll and reads Jarrocks. He puts 

up pictures in his hut. He gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

March 15 Friday. Warren is up at 8 a.m. and down to breakfast. The court martial is set for 10 a.m. He sets out with Holiday in his 

Vauxhall at 9:30. They get to Labuequiere and find the court martial room, arriving about 10:30 a.m. They wait for half an 

hour only to discover that the case has been postponed until tomorrow. They return by way of the Wahagnies club and have a 

drink there. Then they have lunch. There is nothing much to do in the afternoon. The Spectator arrives from Saint-Omer. 

Warren goes to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

March 16 Saturday. In the morning, Warren goes around the shop with Meigh and learns a lot, seeing the erecting shop, store lorries, 

etc. After that, Meigh goes through Warrenôs Saint-Omer notes and gives him some practical hints. After lunch Warren looks 

at the boring they are making behind the Workshop. Warren copies more of his M. T. notes this afternoon. He gets to bed at 

10:30 p.m. 

March 17 Sunday. Warren gets up at the usual time, probably 7:30, and attends to the office in the morning with not much to do. 

Warren pays out salaries and signs leave warrants in the morning. There is a church parade at 2:30, which he attends and 

hears a good sermon on the text ñThy faith hath made thee whole.ò After the service he returns to the hut and copies more of 

his M. T. notes. About tea time Knight comes over from G Siege Park. Dinner takes place as usual. Warren goes to bed at 

10:30 p.m. 

March 18 Monday. Warren wakes to a sunny morning and gets down to the office at the usual time. After office, he pays out the men 

going on leave. In the afternoon he goes with the Major to see the 12-inch gun at Velu. While there, some artillery come into 

action. Warren and the Major go on and see the Pargiters battery. They come home, and Warren does some M. T. notes. He 

goes to bed at 11:15 p.m. 
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March 19 Tuesday. Warren gets up and goes down to breakfast and then to the orderly room. In the afternoon he lights his stove with 

petrol, and the whole thing explodes. He goes to the mess as usual, then after mess Warren plays bridge with the 

Commanding Officer, Meigh, and Bell. He goes to bed at 12:50 a.m. 

March 20 Wednesday. Warren has breakfast as usual and then goes down to the office, where there is little to do. The March issue of 

Colour arrives today, including a landscape called ñA Breconshire Village.ò Because of a bad headache Warren goes to sleep 

in the afternoon after taking Aspirin, waking at tea time feeling quite fit again. An airplane alarm comes through at 9:30 p.m. 

Warren plays bridge after mess and gets to bed at 12 midnight. 

March 21 Thursday. The Germans under General Erich Ludendorff launch their spring offensive. Warren is awakened at 5 a.m. by very 

heavy drumfire860 at 5:10 a.m. He lies awake until 7 a.m. when he gets up. A lot of shrapnel and H.E. are bursting all round, 

but not too near. At 11 a.m. news comes through that the Bosche861 had broken through to a depth of three miles. Shelling 

eases off at about 12:30 p.m. In the afternoon shelling starts again. At 3 p.m. Warren learns that the Germans have captured 

Vaulx about 4½ miles away. He begins to pack. There is continued shelling, but all of it misses the Siege Park where he is 

staying. At 8:45 p.m. airplanes bomb the area with no damage. He gets to bed at 12:30. 

March 22 Friday. Warren gets up about 8 a.m. Roads have been shelled during the night, but nothing came his way. The Bosche is still 

advancing and several British guns have been captured. Warren starts getting the workshops ready for evacuation and striking 

camp. Gunfire breaks out again in the afternoon much closer. Warren gets to bed at midnight. 

March 23 Saturday. Hilary Term ends. Prime Minister David Lloyd George takes over the direction of the War Office. Warren and 

the rest receive an urgent message at 4:30 a.m. to clear out. Everyone gets up and begins to load up. There is heavy 

shelling near them and around Bapaume and behind them. There is no time for breakfast. At about 9 a.m. the workshops get 

away. They have to leave quite a number of things behind. At 8:30 Warren is sent on with Campbell in the Sunbeam. The 

roads are blocked with retreating transport and reinforcements coming up. They get to Beaucourt at about 10:30, about 6 

miles behind their previous position. There is no time for lunch. They spend the day preparing camp, get dinner at 10:30 

p.m., and get to bed at 11 p.m. In the morning Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore with very bad war news and ñJack in 

the midst of it all.ò862 

March 24 Sunday. Warren is up at 9 a.m. Things are peaceful this morning. In the morning he takes four lorries to Miranmont to get 

gasoline. He gets back about 3 p.m. and has lunch. He goes out on a Triumph to try and pay Bell, who is said to have a petrol 

dump between Albert and Pozieres. Every sort of unit is clearing out, and things look bad. He gets back and to bed at 

midnight. Paddy Moore is reported missing. He has died.863 

March 25 Monday. Warren is up at 8 a.m. The Germans are advancing fast and may cut the line of retreat. At about 9 a.m. they get 

orders to prepare to move. They pack up what they can but have to abandon some more. At about 11:30 a.m. Warren goes 
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with Campbell and Holiday in the car. They get to Achaux about 1 p.m., and then go to Forceville to get billets. There is a 

sudden order to move at 9 p.m. 

March 26 Tuesday. They arrive in Doullens about midnight. They arrange lorry parks and wait until the others turn up. At about 1 a.m. 

they get orders to stand by to move. The orders come at 2 a.m. They go to Frohen-le-Grand about 7 miles away, where they 

billet with the 7th Division in ó1b. Warren helps to find billets. The rest of the park arrives around 6 a.m. Warren and others 

give them their billets and park the lorries. Warren dozes during the day. The news is much better. He gets to bed at 9 p.m. 

Arthur receives another letter from Mrs. Moore and writes ñI wish I could be of comfort to her!ò864 

March 27 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 9:30 a.m. Warren works the traffic in the village to help improve it. In the afternoon Warren 

arranges to get a Company Office for the Major. He is sharing a room with Lee. Warren gets to bed at 10 p.m. Arthur writes 

to Jack and Mrs. Moore.865 

March 28 Thursday. Warren gets to breakfast at 9 a.m. The Germans are being held, i.e. resisted against further advances. In the 

morning orders come to clear all lorries off the main road. Warren goes out on a motorbike to make the necessary 

arrangements. By lunch time Warren has the lorries parked on side roads and in small villages. In the afternoon he secures 

two billets for the workshop personnel. Warren parks some new reinforcements, has dinner, and plays a game of bridge. He 

goes to bed at midnight. 

March 29 Good Friday. Warren gets down to breakfast at 9 a.m. The Germans are still being held. In the morning Warren arranges for 

billets for Lee and Smith. He gets a letter from home today. Warrenôs unit is making plans to move forward tomorrow. 

Warren functions as the Major for Campbell in the evening while Campbell goes out to look for new billets. He gets to bed at 

10:30 p.m. 

March 30 Saturday. Warren is up at the usual time, probably 7:30. He goes to breakfast and is assigned to go out billeting with the 

Major. They begin at 10 a.m. with Brooker. They run out to Orville on the other side of Doullens and fix a place for 

workshops and good billets for everyone. The Major then goes to H. A.866 while Warren stays and marks up the billets. About 

1:30 p.m. the Major returns, and they have lunch in the village. They return to H. A. after lunch and find that they are staying 

at Frohen-le-grand. They stop for a drink at the Bon Air at Doullens on the way home. They get back at 6 p.m. After dinner 

Warren goes to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

March 31 Easter Sunday. Warren has breakfast, and then he comes to the office in the morning only to find that there isnôt much 

happening. He goes out with Holiday on vehicle inspection. He stops at the 54th Brigade and has a drink with Perrin, 

returning in time for lunch. After lunch Warren balances his finances. In the evening the 9th Div. Train comes through. 

Warren plays bridge after dinner. He goes bed at 12:30 a.m. 

 

April  1918 

(Warrenð Doullens, France; JackðFrance) 
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April 1 Monday. Warren drives the Triumph No. 2 to the canteen at Noex for tobacco and cigarettes. He meets Maclean and 

exchanges pleasantries, returning in time for lunch. In the afternoon Warren borrows the bike again and goes for a joy ride. 

Warren goes to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

April 2 Tuesday. Warren rises, has breakfast, and goes to the office. He does a few odd jobs for Campbell and censors the company 

letters. He comes back to the mess and sits there until lunch time. After lunch he takes one of the Triumphs for a ride. When 

he returns, he learns that they are under orders to move to Hern, this side of Doullens. He has dinner and goes to bed at 11:40 

p.m. 

April 3 Wednesday. Marshal Foch takes over the supreme command of the Allies. Jack participates in the start of the Battle of Arras. 

Trinity Term begins. Warren gets to the office at 9:30 a.m. Warren censors the letters. The Major leaves for Corps H.A. at 

10:00. In the latter part of the morning Warren goes driving on a Douglas motorcycle. After lunch he goes to Hern to see 

Prendergast. Warren stays there for tea. He gets back at about 7 p.m. He has dinner and gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. Arthur 

writes part of a letter to Jack.867 

April 4 Thursday. Warren gets down to the office at 9:30 a.m. The Area Commandant tells Warren and others that they can stay in 

this location until the 9th of April. After lunch Warren cleans the Chateau grounds. Then he goes to tea. After tea he goes 

hunting for boar with Campbell, Meigh, and Lee. They return for dinner. The Australian cavalry comes into the village this 

evening. Warren watches bridge playing after dinner and gets to bed at 12:30 a.m. Arthur finishes his letter to Jack, gets 

another letter from Mrs. Moore, and writes to her.868 

April 5 Friday. Warren is late getting up this morning. He goes to the office and censors the mail, then hangs about until lunch time. 

After lunch Warren takes the Triumph for a run. Then he goes to tea. After tea he goes to Auxile Chateau with Holiday and 

Campbell. Warren orders two pair of boots at the boot factory. He goes with Holiday to drink bubbly. He gets back at 9:50 

p.m. He gets to bed at 12:30 a.m. 

April 6 Saturday. Warren censors the letters and has a walk around the shops. He goes out on the Triumph after lunch for some fresh 

air. He returns and takes some aspirin for his headache. He sees off an unconscious Cruttwell, who had an accident at 9 p.m., 

to the hospital. He goes to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

April 7 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:35 a.m., dresses and has breakfast. He goes to the office and censors the letters. He returns to the 

mess and carries on. In the afternoon Warren goes for a walk, but a thunderstorm comes up. He hurries home, but still gets 

drenched. He spends the rest of the afternoon reading. Warren gets to bed at 12:30 a.m. 

April 8 Monday. Jack writes to his father, stating that he is safe after a rough time, including the loss of a Malvernian named Perrett, 

and that it is a long time since he heard from his father. Warren gets up at the usual time, probably 7:30, goes down to the 

office, and goes through the correspondence with Campbell. Warren looks around the park and receives a deputation from the 

village school about the British lorries, which have blocked the school playground. He puts things right. After lunch Warren 
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goes in Holidayôs car to find new billets in Beauquesne, but is not successful. Warren returns for dinner. After dinner Warren 

goes to the Bon Air but canôt get in. He gets back home at about 11:30 p.m. Warren goes to bed at 1:10 a.m. 

April 9 Tuesday. Warren gets up at 8:40 a.m. and goes down to the office. He does office work until noon. Warren goes with 

Campbell and Holiday to Auxile Chateau. They have a bottle of Pol Roger (a French champagne), and Warren meets Austin, 

the Major commanding the bô Mk. 19 Cty. They come back to lunch. After lunch Campbell and Warren take Rose to his 

Brigade. They get back at 7 p.m. After mess Warren plays bridge with the Major. He gets to bed at 12:15 a.m. 

April 10 Wednesday. Warren goes to breakfast at 8 a.m., then to Beauquesne in the car with Holiday. They go on to Corps 

Headquarters where Holiday succeeds in getting them moved to Terramesnil. They return and notify the Town Major of 

Beauquesne. Then they look at the billets at Terramesnil. They return to camp at about 3:30, have some lunch, and then go to 

Auxi to see about the boots Warren had ordered. They return in time for dinner. After dinner they go as far as the Bon Air, 

but the place is closed. They get home about midnight and to bed at 12:30 a.m. 

April 11 Thursday. After waking, Warren goes to Beauquesne in Holidayôs car. He comes back and gets under way for the move to 

Terramesnil. After lunch he goes to Terramesnil to supervise, arriving about 3 p.m. He meets Curley of the 3rd A.T.M.T. Co. 

who is billeted in the same place. He helps to get things arranged. The Major and the others arrive at about 6 p.m., and they 

go to dinner in Doullens, about five miles north. After dinner the Column begins to arrive. They are all fixed up by 12:30 

a.m. Warren gets to bed at 1 a.m. Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore in which she states that Paddy has been killed. He 

tries to write to her and Jack.869 

April 12 Friday. Warren is up at 8:30 and down to the office. He goes with the Major in the car to fix up details of the billeting at the 

Town Majorôs office. They arrange all necessary permission. The Major goes back, while Warren stays and gets billets for 

everyone. Campbell calls and picks Warren up about 12:30. After lunch Warren borrows a motorbike and takes 24 hours 

leave to see Collins. Warren goes to Train Headquarters and has tea with Boxall. He gets out to the Company at about 5 p.m. 

After dinner Warren stays up and tells stories until almost 2 a.m. and then goes to bed. Arthur finishes his letter to Jack.870 

April 13 Saturday. Warren gets up at about 9 a.m., dresses, and has breakfast. Warren goes riding with Collins to Labret to see the 

D.M.T.871 Co. They meet Steve Reed and Gunboat Smith. From there they ride to the Guards train where they lunch with 

Lunar. Then they ride back to St. Amand at about 4 oôclock, have a cup of tea, and leave with promises to come again. They 

find their billets full of French reinforcements. Warren will sleep in a hut with Campbell. There is no dinner, but they find 

some cold food. Warren gets to bed at 11 p.m. Arthur writes in his diary, ñIf only Jack could get wounded. He is in Godôs 

hands and I trust in Him to keep him safe.ò872 
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April 14-16 Sunday-Tuesday. Jack participates in the Battle of Arras near the Belgian border, specifically the Battle of 

Hazebrouck.873 

April 14 Sunday. Warren gets up about 8:15 a.m. He moves back into his room today. He writes home about the war, confidence in 

winning the war within three months, meeting a former member of St. Markôs, and Jack. He goes to bed at 10 p.m. Sometime 

during this battle, Jack takes sixty Germans prisoner near the village of Riez du Vinage.874 

April 15 Monday. Second Lieutenant Jack Lewis is wounded in the back of his left hand, on the left leg from behind and above 

the knee, and in the left side just under the armpit by an English shell on Mount Bernenchon during the Battle of 

Arras near Lillers, France.875 He has an out of body experience, seeing himself die.876 The shell kills Sergeant Harry Ayres, 

who shields Jack. Warren goes down to breakfast at the usual time and goes over the workshops in the morning. He 

maintains the office in the afternoon. The Major leaves Warren and goes to see the General. Warren gets to bed at midnight. 

April 16 Tuesday. Jack writes very briefly to his father through a nurse from the Liverpool Merchants Mobile Hospital in Etaples, 

France. Jack is slightly wounded. Warren is up at 8:30 a.m. The German attack in the north has been successfully resisted. 

About 11 a.m. Warren goes with Holiday and Bell in the car. They stop for a drink at the Bon Air, then they go on to 

Doullens and do some shopping. They have lunch at 1 p.m. Major Godel turns up in the afternoon. At 4 p.m. Warren goes out 

with Holiday to Auxi-le-Chateau to see Hayden about his books. They go to a canteen and buy whiskey for the mess, then on 

to Mme. Capet for a bottle of Pol Roger. They return late for dinner at 8:30 p.m. Warren gets to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

April 17 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father in his own hand, but with his left arm bandaged. He gives Albert his address in Etaples, 

France. Warren gets up at 8:45 a.m. He has little to do in the morning. Twelvetrees of the I. B. comes round to find out about 

caterpillars, so Warren goes to the park with him and Holiday, getting there about 1 p.m. They go on to Auxi and have lunch 

at Rosieôs. They start back about 3 p.m. and return by way of Sarton. They get back in time for dinner. Warren gets to bed at 

2 a.m. Arthur writes part of a letter to Jack.877 

April 18 Thursday. Warren rises at 9 a.m. and hurries to breakfast. He has to address two cases of drivers exceeding the speed limit 

this morning. He has lunch in mess and then goes out with Holiday, Brooker, and Tuke to the Field Cashier at Sarton to draw 

out money. Then they go on to Doullens and do some shopping. They go through to Auxi, drop Tuke and Brooker in 

Doullens, and have a bottle of Headsuk (probably Heidsieck wine) at Mme. Capetôs. Warren arranges for some storage, then 

he comes back to the mess and has dinner. He gets to bed at 11:00 p.m. 

April 19 Friday. Warren gets up, intending to do some work in the shops. He discovers that Meigh is still at Le Mielland with the 

caterpillars. About 10 a.m. Constable rolls up to report. Warren drives him over to Beauquesne to try to find billets. They are 

unsuccessful. Warren goes out again with Constable in the afternoon. He has dinner and gets to bed at 12:30 a.m. 
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April 20 Saturday. Warren gets up at about the usual time, probably 7:30. He goes to the shops in the morning, and Walsh comes from 

the 5th Corps Siege Park in the afternoon. He stays in all day. He has dinner as usual and goes to bed at about 12:30 a.m. 

April 21 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:30. He goes to the shops, attends a church service in the afternoon given by the Corps Padre, 

walks in the garden in the afternoon, and goes to bed at midnight. During the day Albert Lewis telephones Arthur Greeves to 

say that Jack has been ñwounded in the arm and face severely.ò878 

April 22 Monday. Warren has a look around the shops and gets some tips on mechanical drawing from Meigh. After lunch he stays in 

camp and reads the newspapers. After tea Warren goes for a walk through the fields. After dinner Warren goes to Buess. 

There is a lot of champagne. He gets home and to bed at 3 a.m. Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore and then he writes 

to her. In the evening Albert Lewis comes over to Bernagh, Arthurôs home, with a letter from Jack written by a nurse because 

of the injury to his hand.879 

April 23 Tuesday. Warren oversleeps and gets down to breakfast about 10 a.m. He goes around to the shops in the morning. After 

lunch he goes in the car with Holiday and Brooker, stopping at Auxi to get his boots, which are still not ready. They go on to 

Abbeville to buy paint and enamel. They do some shopping and meet two lady friends of Holidayôs from Amiens. They get 

back to mess about 8:30 p.m. Warren reads The Spectator after dinner and gets to bed at 11 p.m. Arthur writes to Mrs. 

Moore.880 

April 24 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 8 a.m. After breakfast he censors letters, then he travels on a Triumph to Candas to see about a 

caterpillar. In the middle of lunch he receives a telegram from his father saying that Jack is in the hospital at Liverpool 

Merchantôs Mobile Hospital, Etaples, France, severely wounded. He borrows a motorbike and sets off at 1:50 p.m. by way 

of Doullens, Frevent, Herd, and Montreuil , reaching Etaples at 5 p.m. After a short wait, he finds Jack only slightly 

wounded, in great form, sitting up in bed, and expecting to be sent home. Warren leaves at 6:30 p.m. and gets back 9 p.m., a 

distance of 50 miles each way. He gets to bed at midnight. Warren writes to his father this evening about his trip to see Jack, 

some of the events surrounding the injury, and his return trip, alleviating his fears. Paddy Moore is reported missing. Arthur 

writes to Jack in the afternoon. Arthur writes that Mr. Lewis has telephoned, having received a letter from Jack written by 

Jack himself.881 

April 25 Thursday. The Germans launch a second major offensive. Warren gets up at 8:30 a.m. with a cold. He has breakfast as usual 

and then censors the mail. Warren goes around to the shops. A new brigade comes in today. Warren finds parking grounds 

and billets for them. Not feeling well, Warren goes to bed at about 10 p.m. Arthur writes to Mrs. Moore and to Jack.882 
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April 26 Friday. Warren rises about 9 a.m. still feeling poorly. He goes to the office in the morning and censors the letters. Then he 

goes around to the shops but doesnôt take an active interest in operations. After lunch he interviews the Quarter Master 

Sergeant about his allowances. Because of his illness he goes to bed immediately after dinner. 

April 27 Saturday. Warren wakes up at 7:30 a.m. and sends word that he will not be getting up. He has breakfast in bed at 9 a.m. All 

the officers come in about 10:30 to see how he is feeling. He gets up at about half past eleven. He eats a big lunch. Later he 

has a hot rum and water and gets to bed at 10 p.m. Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore, who thinks that Jack may get 

leave. After supper he goes to see Albert Lewis with a letter for Jack.883 

April 28 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:30 a.m. feeling somewhat better. He goes to breakfast and censors the mail afterwards. After 

lunch Warren goes for a walk in the direction of Sarton. He dines in mess. He goes to bed at 12:30 a.m. 

April 29 Monday. Warren gets up still feeling full of his cold. He censors the mail and has a look around the shops. Warren helps 

Holiday to drink a bottle of Louis Roederer at 11 a.m. Warren gets a letter from Jack today saying he is likely to be at Etaples 

for another week. Warren takes a short stroll in the afternoon. He goes to bed at 10 p.m. 

April 30 Tuesday. Warren is up at 8:30 feeling better this morning. The Germans attack today unsuccessfully while Warren is out. He 

has breakfast, censors the mail, and goes down to the shops. In the afternoon Warren gets Brooker and Tuke to go for a walk, 

getting as far as Doullens. Warren has an omelet and a bottle of Clicquot to prepare for the return journey. They get back at 

about 6:30 p.m. and dine in mess. He gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. Arthur receives a letter from Mrs. Moore stating that Jack is 

only slightly wounded.884 

 

May 1918 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðEtaples, France) 

 

May 1 Wednesday. Warren censors the mail in the morning and then inspects the menôs billets and cookhouse. Warren gets to bed at 

11 p.m. Albert Lewis tells Arthur that he has heard from Warren, who has been to see Jack and spoke well of Jackôs 

condition.885 

May 2 Thursday. Warren gets to breakfast with his cold still hanging on. He visits the shops and sees Meigh getting out a design for 

a 10-horsepower drive circular saw. Warren goes back to the shop again after lunch and carries on with the plan. At about 3 

p.m. Collins, Rountree, Richard Crear, and Gallagher come over from the 32nd to see him and the others. Warren goes on 

with them to the Bon Air. After that he goes into Doullens. He gets to bed at midnight. 

May 3 Friday. Warren is up at 8:15 a.m. He censors the mail, inspects billets, and then goes on to workshops to watch Meigh design 

collars and bearings for his saw driving shaft. He stays there until lunch time. Warren sits in the garden in the afternoon. He 

gets to bed at 1 a.m. 
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May 4 Saturday. Jack writes to his father from the hospital in Etaples about his injuries (wounds in the back of his left hand, on the 

left leg from behind and above the knee, and in the left side just under the armpit), the visit of Miss McConnell, and Warrenôs 

visit, thanking him for his letter and the smokes. Warren gets up at the usual time, probably 7:30 a.m., and discharges his 

usual duties in the morning. Then Warren gets out the Triumph and sidecar, intending to go and see Collins. He sets out after 

lunch by himself. He arrives at 32nd Train at Bavincourt at about 4 p.m. Collins comes by at about 5. He has supper in mess 

with Collins. Warren doesnôt leave the mess till about 1 a.m. and then sits up with Collins in his room. During the day 

Warren writes a letter to his father about his visit to see Jack, enclosing a check for twenty-five pounds which he wants his 

father to invest for him in war bonds. 

May 5 Sunday. Warren gets up at about 9:30 a.m., goes down to breakfast, and reads the newspapers, while Collins attends to office 

work. They then go and draw money from the field cashier, so they can treat themselves to a fancy lunch. They get their 

horses and ride to Avesnes-le-Comte about 7 kilometers away. They have that fancy lunch and a bottle of moderate wine. 

They get back to Bavincourt and start home at 5:30 p.m. They run into heavy rain near Mondicourt and go through Doullens, 

arriving home at 6:30. Warren runs over a dog on the way, gets thrown off, and cuts his hands. He gets his hands bandaged. 

He gets to bed at 1 a.m. 

May 6 Monday. Warren gets up at 8:30 a.m. and goes down to breakfast at 9:20 a.m. because of one sore hand. He censors letters 

and inspects the camp. Two officers of the 2nd Classeurs come in for bridge this evening, so Warren plays bridge with them. 

He gets to bed at 1 a.m. 

May 7 Tuesday. Warren is up at 8:30 a.m. His hand is still painful, but itôs healing well. He censors the mail in the morning and then 

inspects billets with the orderly sergeant. He goes to Marieux in the sidecar after lunch and draws the Company pay. 

Everyone is out to dinner tonight except Major, Brooker, and Warren, who eat together. He goes to bed at 11 p.m. 

May 8 Wednesday. Warren carries out his usual jobs in the morning. Warren gets two letters, one from home and one to say that his 

allowances have been paid. He has dinner and goes to bed at 11:30 p.m. Arthur writes to Mrs. Moore.886 

May 9 Thursday. Warren does the usual business in the morning. He censors the mail and inspects camp, then wanders in the garden 

and speculates about an early leave. In the afternoon he takes his pipe, an armchair, and a book (Le Bardeau or Le Baudeau), 

and reads in the garden. He has dinner in mess. Warren goes to bed at 11 p.m. 

May 10 Friday. Warren censors the mail and inspects the camp in the morning. He has a meeting to try to get Brooker out of the 

mess, since the Major wants him for Adjutant. He has dinner with Wauton (Warton?) tonight and gets to bed at midnight. 

Arthur writes Jack a short note.887 

May 11 Saturday. Warren is up at 8:30 a.m. In the morning Warren presides over a court of enquiry over 299th Siege Baltyôs car. 

Warren gets The Spectator today. He goes to bed at 10:30 p.m. Arthur writes in his diary, ñFeel as unhappy regarding Jack, is 

he sick of me? Never a word from him.ò888 
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May 12 Sunday. Warren rises at 8:30 a.m. There is a lot of mail this morning. After that, he does the camp inspection. In the 

afternoon he reads The Spectator about the Irish question. After dinner the captain of the 2nd Classeurs comes in to play 

bridge. They sit and tell stories until midnight. Warren bandages his hand and then gets to bed at 12:45 a.m. 

May 13 Monday. Warren does nothing in particular all day. In the evening, Luny and du Crochet of the 2nd Classeurs come in for 

dinner. They play bridge after dinner. Warren gets to bed at 1:30 a.m. Warren writes to his father about his trip to see Jack, 

saying he ñwas lucky in having to ride a motor bike,ò Jackôs prospects for going home, an Army and Navy Provident Society, 

the award of the V.C. (Victoria Cross) to an A.S.C. lorry driver, and a French Infantry Regiment. 

May 14 Tuesday. Jack writes to his father about his wounds, including the piece of metal in his chest, being sent across the English 

Channel soon, the literature that Aunt Lily sends, the wedding of Martha (the cook at Little Lea), and the likelihood that 

Paddy Moore has died, thanking him for letters he sent. He is reading Sir Walter Scottôs Old Mortality and Anthony 

Trollopeôs Barchester Towers. Warren gets up at 8:30 and does the usual duties of mail censoring and camp inspection after 

breakfast. Many visitors come during the day. He arranges to go for a ride with Holiday in the afternoon but doesnôt get away 

until about 6:30 p.m. They stop at the Bon Air for a drink and meet Avery. Then they go on to Auxi-le-Chateau where they 

have dinner. They get back about midnight. 

May 15 Wednesday. Warren gets up, performs his morning duties, and sees Meigh about making some poles for his tent. He arranges 

to go into Doullens with Holiday and hunt for some bamboo, but he doesnôt get to go. During the afternoon a long-range gun 

starts shelling Beauquesne. Warren plays trench bridge with the Major. He gets to bed at 1 a.m. Arthur receives letters from 

Jack and Mrs. Moore, and then he begins a letter to Jack.889 

May 16 Thursday. Warren censors the letters and inspects the camp after breakfast. There is continued shelling about a half-mile 

away. Warren goes down to rear workshops at Le Meilland with Holiday at 5 p.m. Then they go on to Auxi and meet some 

friends of Holiday and have a glass of champagne, returning at 8:15. Warren plays bridge after dinner. He gets to bed at 1 

a.m. 

May 17 Friday. Warren censors the mail and inspects the camp. Then he starts to put up a tent. He works on the tent all day and 

completes the task by 5 p.m. He puts an oil  cloth on the floor, a camp bed on one side, a porcelain bath on the other, and a 

table and chair at the head of the bed. After tea, he changes and has a cold bath. De Margory and Luny play bridge with 

Warren after dinner. There is an air raid at 10 p.m. Warren gets to bed at midnight. 

May 18 Saturday. Warren wakes up and has a cold bath in his tent. He censors letters and inspects the camp. He has a cold lunch with 

salad, lime juice, and more. After tea, he plays three games of badminton for the first time ever. In the evening, the news 

comes through that he has been posted to 31st Division Mechanical Train Company in France. He gets to bed at midnight. 

May 19 Sunday. Warren is awake at 8:30 a.m. and has a cold bath. He has breakfast and carries out his typical duties. He sees 

Campbell about wiring for the location of his new unit. He gets the May issue of Colour. He takes a nap in the afternoon. 

After tea, he goes to the Le Meilland in the car with Holiday. They go on to Auxi, where Warren has vermouth at Rosieôs. He 

gets to bed at 11:45 p.m. Arthur receives a letter from Jack, ña stretcher case.ò890 
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May 20 Monday. Warren gets up at 8:30 a.m. and has a cold bath. In the evening he goes to Auxi to see Mme. Capet and Eva with 

Holiday. They return very late for dinner. Ourry plays the piano afterwards. Warren gets to bed at 11:45 p.m. 

May 21 Tuesday. Warren is up at 8:30 a.m. After tea Campbell and Holiday take Warren to dinner on the Vauxhall chassis. They stop 

at the Bon Air where Warren meets Mayne who has come from 31st Division Mechanical Train Company. They continue to 

Auxi and have a nice dinner after having a drink at the house of Capet. In the evening Warren goes for a walk. They get the 

car home at 2:30 a.m. with the radiator boiling. Warren gets to bed at 3 a.m. 

May 22 Wednesday. Warren censors the mail and inspects the camp after breakfast. In the afternoon Warren takes a cold bath and 

then reads a book and takes a nap. After tea he goes into Doullens with Holiday. They go to the market garden and buy 

lettuce. Warren plays poker with Brooker and Holiday in the evening. He gets to bed at 2 a.m. Jack was to be sent across 

from France to England, but heavy bombing prevents it. 

May 23 Thursday. Jack writes to Arthur about some of Arthurôs literary criticisms of Jack, Anthony Trollopeôs books, especially 

Barchester Towers, war impressions, beauty as spiritual and matter as Satan, the lusts of the flesh, Sir Walter Scottôs Old 

Mortality, Blackwoodôs The Promise of Air, and Arthur serving as a sort of librarian for his books at Little Lea. He is reading 

Sir Walter Scottôs Guy Mannering. He encloses a poem/song about faeries for Arthur. Warren gets up at 8:30 a.m. After 

breakfast, he censors the mail and inspects the camp. After tea Warren travels to Auxi on the chassis, stopping at the Bon Air. 

He says goodbye to Mme. Capet, Eva, and Juliette. He goes to bed at 1 a.m. 

May 24 Friday. Jack probably crosses to England today or tonight.891 Warren gets up at the usual time, probably 

7:30. He has breakfast and starts getting his things together for moving. He finishes packing at 11:30 

and has a farewell drink with Holiday and Co. He goes to Frevent by way of Doullens at 2 p.m. He has 

fried sole, an omelet, and fried liver for lunch with a half-bottle of Mercurey. He continues again at 3 

p.m. and drives through St. Pol, Lillers and Aire, finally reaching Lynde at 7 p.m. and reporting for 

duty with the 31st Divisional Mechanical Transport Company. He finds a place to sleep. Major Grant is 

the O. C. Warren gets to bed at 11 p.m. 

May 25 Saturday. Jack is transferred to Endsleigh Palace Hospital, London. Jack sends his father a telegram 

with his new address. Warren rises at 8:15 a.m. and goes to breakfast. After breakfast, he goes to the 

company office and spends a couple of hours going through establishments etc. He will go to the Arras 

front tomorrow. He gets to bed early at 10:30 p.m. 

May 26 Sunday. Warren gets up at the same time as yesterday, 8:15 a.m., and gives instructions for the packing 

of his kit. He has breakfast and sees to it that everything is stowed away. He leaves at about 10:30 a.m. 

for Saulty on the Arras front under 32nd Division Mechanical Train Company. He arrives about 1:30. He is introduced to 

Somerville and Parsons. He has a look around and then eats some dinner. He gets to bed at 10 p.m. Arthur notes in his diary 

that Mr. Lewis says that Jack is in London.892 

                                                 
891 Collected Letters, I, 373. Jack sends a telegram to his father on May 25 about being in a hospital in London. 
892 Arthur Greeves Diaries, 1-5. 

Endsleigh Palace Hospital, 

London 



May 27 Monday. Warren gets up at the usual time, probably 7:30. He was awakened earlier at about 5 a.m. by a group turning out for 

railhead. He goes to the office after breakfast and handles the routine business. He inspects the camp, the lorry park, and the 

workshops and finds them well. He goes over to 32nd Division Mechanical Train Company and reports. He goes on to the 

train and has lunch with Collins. He comes home and copies out extracts of secret orders. He gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. Arthur 

receives a letter from Jack, and he begins a letter to Jack.893 

May 28 Tuesday. Heavy shells and airplanes awaken Warren at 8:30 a.m. after an unpleasant night. He goes to the office and inspects 

the camp in the morning, then does the same with the lorry park and the workshops. He has lunch in camp and after lunch 

sees Gallagher. He goes on to Bavincourt to see Collins, but Collins is not there. He goes back to Sus St. Leger and does 

some work there. He returns home and learns that they are under orders to move to Barly-Sombien Road tomorrow. He goes 

to bed at 10 p. m. Arthur sends a letter to Jack at Endsleigh Palace Hospital.894 

May 29 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur in the evening from his London hospital about the two pieces of shrapnel in his chest, 

nature and beauty, the spiritual, pederasty, Trollope, and a quotation from Pater. He has read The Warden and Doctor Thorne, 

both by Trollope. Jack is still reading Blackwoodôs The Promise of Air. He can see the Euston station hotel from his hospital 

window in the High Hampstead area of London. Warren awakens at 7:30 a.m. and has breakfast at 8 a.m. He arranges for 

four lorries to be packed and moved out to the Sombien-Grand Rullecourt Road. Warren has the cook houses, tents, 

workshops and other equipment fixed up. He gets the Town Major out to get the shops into a farmyard in order to keep a 

farmer happy. Warren reports to Column. Warren gets himself a room in a farm. In the afternoon he goes over to see Collins, 

where he has dinner. He gets home at 9:30. He is in bed at 10 p.m. 

May 30 Thursday. Jack writes to his father about his telegram, his hope for a visit from Albert, and getting his new brown suit and 

shoes sent. Warren is awake at 8 a.m. There had been shelling at about 2 a.m. He goes to his office after breakfast and attends 

to duties, inspecting the columns and workshops. Warren stays in camp in the afternoon. He spends the afternoon reading a 

book. Warren gives his room to some American Infantry who arrive this evening. He gets to bed at 10:30 p.m.  

May 31 Sunday. Warren gets up at 8:00 a.m., has breakfast, and goes to the office. There is little work there this morning. He inspects 

the camp and workshops and then arranges about clothing, money, etc. at 32nd Division Mechanical Train Co. Warren goes 

out on the Douglas after lunch and drops in on Collins for tea. He returns at 5 p.m. Warren watches ten lorries parade. He 

gets to bed at 11 p.m. 

 

June 1918 

(WarrenðFrance; JackðFrance) 

 

June 1 Saturday. Warren gets up at the usual hour, has breakfast, and goes to the office. Then he goes to inspect the camp, lorry 

park, and workshops, where he meets Stopford Jacks. Warren goes over to Collins for lunch, and then he tries unsuccessfully 
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to borrow a car. He walks two kilometers to Avesnes-le-Comte and hops on board a lorry for the rest. He splits a bottle of 

champagne and returns home in time for dinner. Warren finds a billet for Skinner. He gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. Arthur writes 

to Jack.895 

June 2 Sunday. Warren rises at 8 a.m. He goes to the office and attends to business, including someone requesting a transfer. Warren 

visits the column and workshops with Skinner. Collins is to get a motorbike lesson from Warren, so Warren stays in. After 

tea Warren finds Collins preparing to start. They go out on the road with the Douglas motorbike for the lesson. He gets to bed 

at 10:30 p.m. 

June 3 Monday. Jack receives Arthurôs letter this morning and writes back about trees, a Berkeleyan argument about color and 

atoms, the philosopher Berkeley, beauty, Arthurôs cousin Charles Gribbon, Spenser and Britomart, Jackôs manuscript with 

handwritten poems, and a chip of universal spirit. He is sending G. Gissingôs The Private Papers of Henry Ryecroft to Arthur. 

Jack writes, ñI believe in no God, least of all one that would punish me for the ólusts of the fleshô: but I do believe that I have 

in me a spirit, a chip, shall we say, of universal spirit.ò896 Warren gets up at 8 a.m., has breakfast, and gets down to the office. 

After inspecting the camp, Warren drives to 32nd Workshops at Mm. Ferrue to have the chain guard repaired. He has a drink 

and a chat with Shepard. He returns in time for lunch. Collins comes over after lunch and takes a lesson in riding on the 

Triumph. Warren dines in mess. He gets to bed at 10:15 p.m. 

June 4 Tuesday. At 1:00 a.m. a bomb exploding nearby wakes Warren and smashes all the glass in the window. He takes care of 

office business in the morning, more office work than usual. After lunch he goes to see Collins. He then rides a horse to 

Avesnes le Comte to draw money from the cashier. He then goes to the Officerôs pub and splits a bottle of Headsuk 

Monopole (probably Heidsieck wine). Warren dines in the mess. He goes to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

June 5 Wednesday. Warren rises at 7:30 a.m., has breakfast under the trees, and then goes to the office to write out some air raid 

orders. He then inspects the camp. In the afternoon the American band performs in the village. At about 5 p.m. Collins 

arrives in a car, and Warren goes around to the Column with him. They have a drink there and go on with Hamilton to see St. 

John. They go to Bavincourt at about 7:30, where they have an excellent dinner. They play some poker in the mess. Warren 

gets home at 2 a.m. 

June 6 Thursday. Warren is up at 8:45 a.m., has breakfast, goes to the office, and attends to business. He inspects the camp. After 

lunch Warren takes a dose of aspirin and has a short nap. Someone from Guards division comes over at 3:30 to find a billet. 

Warren takes care of him. The Town Major arrives, and Warren eventually addresses his needs and he leaves. Warren goes to 

tea. He gets a letter from home today, learning that Jack is safe in London. Warren dines in mess and goes for a walk in the 

fields afterwards. He gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

June 7 Friday. Warren gets up at 7:30 a.m. He does down to the office and attends to business, then inspects the camp. Warren 

writes to his father at 10:30 in the morning, rejoicing that Jack is back in England. He writes about Albertôs letter, Jack 

getting back to England, a possible leave, looking after the ammunition and food supply, the conduct of the war, and the 32nd 

Division. He gets a copy of The Daily Mail. In the afternoon Warren reads some notes on Locos. He dines in the mess and 
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then takes a short walk. He then plays trench bridge with Parsons. The skipper of 2 Company Guards Train comes in and asks 

them to dinner Sunday night. He accepts. He gets to bed at 11:30 p.m.  

June 8 Saturday. During the night, a battalion of the Scots Guards makes noise outside Warrenôs window from 3:30 to 6 a.m. 

Finally, Warren gets up, has breakfast, and gets to the office. Then he goes around the camp, checking on the lorries and 

other equipment. At about 11:30 he goes to the 32nd Division Mechanical Train Co. to get someone an ambulance driving 

test. In the afternoon Warren catches up on sleep. Warren has tea and then dinner in mess. He plays bridge with Parsons. He 

gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. Warren indicates again in his diary that he is reading some seventeenth century French history, 

specifically The Memoirs of the Duke of St. Simon. 

June 9 Sunday. Warren is up at 7:30 a.m. He has breakfast outside, and then he does a lot of office work. After office work he goes 

around the camp. After lunch Warren takes a vehicle to Avesnes-le-Comte to draw money. He dines with 2nd Company 

Guards Train in the evening. Warren plays poker after supper, goes home and to bed at 11:15 p.m. 

June 10 Monday. Warren gets up at 7:30 a.m. He does a lot of work in the office in the morning. He inspects the camp, the lorries, 

and the workshops. He visits the Town Major about a billet for drivers whose lorries are out at night. He has lunch and then 

walks to Avesnes to have his hair cut. He draws money for Somerville. Warren visits with Brownjohn at the Field Chezs, 

then walks back and has tea. Since orders come to move the lorry park to the Grand Rullecourt Road, Warren makes these 

arrangements and has the S.O. Guards Company arrange for a petrol dump. He goes to T. M. (probably the Town Major) and 

makes fresh arrangements for billeting. After dinner Warren plays bridge with Parsons. O. C. of 2nd Company comes in to 

talk and stays until 11:15. Warren goes to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

June 11 Tuesday. Warren rises at 7:45 a.m., has breakfast, and goes to the office. He works with some correspondence, then inspects 

the camp, shops, and lorry park. He goes to the 32nd Division Mechanical Train Co. to get some money to pay out. He has a 

drink there. After lunch he takes the Douglas to Avesnes. He meets Richard Crean who is going to Avesnes by way of 

Sombien. Warren goes back to Sombien, puts the bike away, and gets into his car. They go together to Sus, then Avesnes, 

and there they have a bottle of Sauterne. They get back in time for tea. They dine in mess. Warren plays Parsons at trench 

bridge and goes to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

June 12 Wednesday. Jack writes to his father, who is suffering from bronchitis, about his brown suit, which has arrived, his fatherôs 

letters, a lost valise, two Trollope books, Albertôs portrait and some photos, things to see in London (hinting that Albert 

should visit him), and Jackôs upcoming visit to Bookham. Jack is reading David Humeôs A Treatise of Human Nature (1738), 

a Maeterlinck book, and a Swinburne. Warren is up at 7:45 a.m. He has breakfast out of doors, then goes to the office and 

around the camp. He is working on improving the lorries gradually. After lunch he goes on the Douglas to Avesnes le Comte 

to buy something to read. About 4 p.m. Cooper comes in with the Major of No. 3 Company, 31st Train. Constable comes in 

later and takes Warren to see Hinde. They have a drink there and get home around 7:30. After dinner Warren plays trench 

bridge. He gets to bed at 10:40 p.m. 

June 13 Thursday. Warren awakens at 7:45 a.m., has breakfast again in the open, then goes to the office. He inspects the camp, the 

lorry park, and the workshops. He goes to 32nd Division Mechanical Train Co. to draw money, but for some reason he is 

unable to do so. Major Grant Skinner and Rigley come from Company today, and they stay for lunch. Warren goes to see 



Shepard about Murphy, then has dinner in mess. He goes to bed at 10:30 p.m. Arthur goes to see Mr. Lewis and finds a letter 

from Jack. Then Arthur writes a letter to Jack.897 

June 14 Friday. Jack goes to the English Opera on Drury Lane in the West End of London (Covent Garden) to hear The Valkyrie, the 

second of Wagnerôs Ring cycle, conducted by Sir Thomas Beecham.898 Soon he hears Faust at the same place. Warren gets 

up at 7:30 a.m. and has breakfast. He goes to the office. Business is quite slow. Warren tours the camp and lorry park. 

Warren applies for leave. Warren goes out for a ride on the Triumph motorbike after tea. He comes back for a hot bath. 

Warren gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

June 15 Saturday. Warren is up at 7:30 and down to breakfast. Warren gets his correspondence together and then goes out to the lorry. 

Then he visits the camp and workshops. In the afternoon Warren stays in the office with little to do. After tea he takes the 

Douglas cycle to watch the driving class. Then Warren returns and listens to Sergeant Lorainsô class of instruction. Then he 

has dinner. Detail for taking the troop up the line comes at 10:15. Warren sees them off. He goes to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

June 16 Sunday. Jack goes to Bookham by way of Waterloo Station, visits the Kirkpatricks and spends the afternoon with them, 

reminiscing and also talking about Jackôs being wounded by an English shell. When he arrives, he finds Kirkpatrick in the 

vegetable garden and is brought into the house and displayed to Mrs. Kirkpatrick, who is fussing with the maid. Warren 

celebrates his twenty-third birthday. He notes that itôs also the day of the patron saint, someone he calls the French Sandhurst. 

He goes down to the office in the morning only to discover that there is nothing to be done. He walks through the camp, the 

lorry park, and the workshops. He offers to try to get some water tins for the horse show of the Transport sub. of Guards 

Train. He goes for a joy ride in the afternoon through Rubescourt, Avesnes, Hautville, and Juneture on the Triumph, which 

stalls and needs to be pushed the last three miles. He plays bridge and gets to bed at 10:20 p.m. 

June 17 Monday. Jack writes to Arthur about having seen Wagnerôs The Valkyrie at Drury Lane, the Dry Tree (an echo of William 

Morrisôs The Well at the Worldôs End) and beauty, reality vs. sensation of reality, sexuality, and Arthurôs drawings. Jack has 

bought Dentôs Malory with designs by Beardesley, and he has seen a Chaucer volume and a Yeats volume. Warren 

experiences an air raid at 1 a.m. Later he wakes up at about 7:30 a.m. He goes down to breakfast. After breakfast he inspects 

the camp. A cyclist brings a telegram for Warren from his father, wishing him a happy birthday, which was yesterday. He has 

tea at 4:00 p.m. Then he goes out on the new Douglas to watch driverôs instruction. He has dinner in mess and gets to bed at 

10:30 p.m. 

June 18 Tuesday. Warren gets up at the usual time, probably 7:30. He does some reading and takes a short nap in the afternoon. Then 

he takes the Triumph for a run, going through Grand Rubescourt and the countryside. After tea, he takes out the second 

drivers. He gets back and sees Sergeant Lorraine demonstrating driving. He plays bridge after dinner and gets to bed at 10:30 

p.m. 

June 19 Wednesday. After breakfast Warren gets a pair of good issue boots from the Q.M.S. He visits the camp, workshops, and 

lorries. Then itôs lunch time. At about 2:30 p.m. Constable takes Warren in his car to Hesdin. They have tea there and buy 
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some chevrons and new medal ribbons. They get back about 7 p.m. Notice of Warrenôs leave arrives during dinner time. It 

will cover June 23rd through July 7th. He plays trench bridge and gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

June 20?899 Thursday. Jack writes to his father from the Endsleigh Palace Hospital in London about his visit with the Kirkpatricks, an 

edition of Yeats which he has had sent home, probably The Collected Works of William Butler Yeats in Verse and Prose, his 

visit to a bookshop, Mrs. Mooreôs time in London this week, and the possibility of being moved to a convalescent home. He 

writes to his father while feeling homesick. Kelsie Ewart visits Jack this afternoon. Arthur receives a letter from Jack in the 

morning and then writes to him.900 Warren gets up at 7:45 a.m., has breakfast, and goes to the office. Warren rides to Louez 

on a motorcycle to see Constable and try to borrow a car. He stops at Avesnes to draw money to pay the soldiers, where he 

meets Bell from I Company. He arrives in Louez at about 12:30. He is unable to get a car. He stays there for lunch, and then 

he returns to Avesnes, covering a distance of 12 miles in 20 minutes. He goes to the 32nd workshops to see if they can help 

with a car. He meets Rountree who thinks he will be able to provide a car. He gets back late for tea. He dines in mess. He 

orders a bottle of Sillery to celebrate his leave. He plays trench bridge and then gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

June 21 Friday. Jack sees the opera Tosca. Warren gets up at the usual time and goes to the office, probably 7:30. He inspects the 

lorry park, the workshops, and camp. He goes to the 32nd Division Mechanical Train Co. to make final arrangements for a 

car. There is a picketer at Boulogne, so he will have to start at 7:00 a.m., early enough to avoid the picketer. In the afternoon 

he goes for a short spin on the new Douglas cycle. He returns and packs. He has dinner in mess. He goes round to the village 

pub before dinner with Golly and Co. He gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

June 22 Saturday. Warren is up at 5:30 a.m. to prepare for his leave, dresses, and gets to breakfast at 6:30. The car picks him up at 7. 

He travels in the car with Golly, Parry, and Stead. They get to Boulogne at about 9:30. There is no boat until 1:45 p.m. 

Warren has a second breakfast at the club, then walks about the town. He has lunch at Monetôs at 12:30, then Warren and the 

others try unsuccessfully to get on an early boat. In the afternoon Parry and Warren see a movie. The party reassembles in the 

bar of the Folkestone for a cocktail at 7 p.m. Then they go to the Criterion where they have dinner. Golly and Stead leave at 

10 p.m. Parry and Warren return to the club and get to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

June 23 Sunday. Warrenôs leave officially begins. He is up at 6 a.m., has a wash, breakfast, and gets down to the boat at 7:45. They 

cross the English Channel in choppy water. They have lunch on the train and get into London at about 2:30 p.m. They take a 

taxi to Euston Station, where Warren books a berth on the Steamer train. Warren finds the hospital near Euston where Jack is 

hospitalized, but Jack is out. Warren hangs around until 7:00 p.m. trying unsuccessfully to see him. Warren has dinner at 

Euston Station and catches the train. He gets to bed on the train at 10:30 p.m.  
June 24 Monday. Warren is up at 6 a.m. He gets on board the boat, the Princess Maud, from Holyhead Harbour, and washes up and 

shaves. He has breakfast at about 8:30. He gets into Belfast at 9:45. He goes on the run in the boat train. He gets down to the 

office, probably at 83 Royal Avenue, and sees his father. As soon as Warren gets home, he changes into his old gray suit and 

spends the day in reading, walking, talking, and playing the gramophone. Mary is back as a housekeeper in Little Lea. He 

goes to bed at 11 p.m. 
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June 25 Tuesday. Warren is up at 7:30 a.m., his typical rising time in the military. He has a cup of tea, bread, butter, and a cigarette. 

Then he takes a hot bath, has breakfast and a smoke, and then he plays the gramophone. He goes to the post office to see 

about sending a telegram to Jack, which he then does. He has lunch at home. In the afternoon, he takes a walk to Tullysburn 

and along the shore. Arthur Greeves and Arthurôs father come to the house after dinner. Warren gets to bed at 11:15 p.m. 

Jack writes to his father about his two months of convalescence, which will be done on August 4. Jack moves to a 

convalescent home called Ashton Court (a southwest suburb of Bristol) near Clifton, Bristol (a southwest suburb of 

Bristol).901 Arthur sends two books back to Jack and sees Warren later for a short time.902 

June 26 Wednesday. Warren rises and doesnôt do much in the morning. He meets Arthur and takes a walk with him. Then he takes 

the dog Tim for a walk over the hills. Albert gets a letter from Jack this evening, probably the letter of June 25. Warren and 

his father go for a walk after dinner and meet Mr. Rogers, who comes back to the house with them. Warren goes to bed at the 

usual time. 

June 27 Thursday. Warren is up at the usual time, i.e. 7:30. Warren spends the morning loafing until it is time to go to lunch with the 

Greeves family. He gets to the Greeves home a little early and takes along with him the back numbers of the magazine 

Colour for Arthur to see. Warren looks at Arthurôs paintings, which are really quite good. Warren has lunch with the Greeves 

family.903 He stays there until about 3:30 when he goes to see the Glenmachonians. He finds everyone out except Bob. 

Warren has tea with Bob and then a walk around the place. He goes to see Cousin Quartus and returns to Little Lea and reads 

until dinner time. After dinner Willie Jaffé forces himself upon Warren and Albert. Warren goes to Knock, but Willie  insists 

on coming. He finds that the Hamiltons are out. He goes home and to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

June 28 Friday. Warren is up at 7:30 a.m. Warren spends some time in the little end room this morning. Ruth (possibly Ruth Warren, 

daughter of Uncle Gussie) comes over to see him at that time. They talk, enjoy cake and lemonade, then Warren walks 

halfway home with her. Upon his return, Warren finds Aunt Annie on the phone wanting him to go to the Red Cross 

celebration with them. He goes to their place at 3:30, then he goes up with Aunt Annie. While there he sees Frank and Gladys 

Leslie, Molly Henry, Mrs. Henry, and others. He enjoys strawberries and cream with the Leslies and Molly Henry. He gets 

home at 7:30. He takes a walk with Albert after dinner. He gets to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

June 29 Saturday. Jack writes to his father from a writing room in a convalescent home in Bristol, where Mrs. Moore lives and where 

he has been for several days, about Laurence B. Johnsonôs death, his hope for a visit from his father, smokeables that arrived 

this morning, and the wound in his leg. He is reading Robert Burtonôs The Anatomy of Melancholy. Warren is up at 7:45 a.m. 

He goes into town with his father to make arrangements to go to Bristol to see Jack. Warren wires Collins to say he would be 

with him on Monday. He goes to Mullenôs and purchases both volumes of Algernon Swinburneôs Poems and Ballads. Then 

he goes with his father to Lizarôs where Albert buys Warren a pair of goggles. Warren meets Mr. Hunessy at the office. They 

return home and then in the evening Warren goes into town and sees the film ñRupert of Hentzau,ò based on a book by that 
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title written by Anthony Hoppe. He returns home for supper. Warren and Albert sit up and have a long talk, with Warren 

getting to bed about 11:30 p.m.  

June 30 Sunday. In the morning Warren has a fish breakfast. Wearing his grey flannel suit, Warren goes to St. Markôs and sits in the 

back of the church. They meet Cousin Mary there, and they are invited up to supper. They return home and have dinner. They 

do their chores. Then they go to Sandycroft. They have a cup of tea there and then look in on Bobbie Dunlop. They walk 

back and drop in on the Pattersons for a short visit. They return home, change, bathe, and go up to Glenmachan. They go 

home and to bed at 11 p.m. 

 

July 1918 

(WarrenðBelfast; JackðBristol, England) 

 

July 1 Monday. Warren rises at 7:30 a.m. and catches the 10 a.m. train to Amiens Street in Dublin at 1:40. Collins is waiting for him 

on the platform. They take a car and drive to the hospital to get rid of Warrenôs bag. They have lunch there and get ready. 

They look over the hospital. In the afternoon they go out and visit Trinity College and several pubs en route. They return and 

dine in hospital. After dinner they go downtown to the Royal Theater. They go home and to bed at 1 a.m. 

July 2 Tuesday. Warren gets up at 10 a.m. and goes down to breakfast. After breakfast Collins takes him along to see his dispensary. 

Then they go uptown where Warren sees Delaneyôs, located a couple miles northwest of Trinity College. They look in at 

Trinity College, Dublin, in the morning to see Paddy Pratt, but he is out. They have lunch at Jammets and then take a taxi to 

the Scalp and go across country to a glen. Then they get another taxi and go through Ennis Kerry and home by way of 

Killarney where they call on Collinsô Aunt. They return to Dublin and have dinner. After dinner they go on to the Empire 

where there is a good show. They take a car back to the hospital. They sit up talking until nearly 2 a.m. 

July 3 Wednesday. Warren gets up at 10 a.m. and goes down to breakfast. He and Collins set out for the day. They stop at 

Delaneyôs, then take the tram downtown. They go to the photo shop, then they buy themselves Army Service Corps ties. 

They have lunch at Bayleyôs. After lunch they go to see the Lane collection. They go up to the Shelbourne in the afternoon, 

where they meet some friends of Collins, including Bally McIlroy. They have dinner at the Moira, then go on to the Tivoli, a 

mile south of Delaneyôs, for a show. They meet Paddy Pratt in Grafton Street after the show. They go with him to supper at 

Fryôs, stopping at Delaneyôs on the way home. Warren gets to bed at 2:00 a.m. 

July 4 Thursday. Warren is up at 9:30 a.m. and calls Collins. Warren dresses and goes to breakfast at about 10:30. After breakfast, 

Collins is asked by his doctor to take a tour of the wards. Then they take a car and drive to the Moira (probably Moira House) 

by way of Delaneyôs and the bank. After lunch they drive to the Train Station where they meet Bally McIlroy who is also 

going north. They go to the refreshment room for a drink. Warren gets in at the Belfast Train Station at about 5:50 and home 

to Little Lea at 6:30. He has dinner and gets to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

July 5 Friday. Warren is up at 7:45 a.m. He spends the morning in the little end room, writing in his diary. Aunt Annie calls during 

the morning to say goodbye. He goes to lunch at Glenmachan to see Hope and Gunny (Gundrede). Warren says goodbye to 

them all and leaves at about three oôclock. He goes for a walk along Holywood Road and home again. Albert comes home in 

good spirits, and they have good conversation after dinner. Warren is in bed at11:30 p.m. 



July 6 Saturday. Trinity Term ends. Warren gets up, bathes, and has breakfast. In the morning he walks to Gibsonôs Corner and 

buys a few things. He returns home, packs, and goes for a walk. As he returns, his father walks in. They have lunch, and then 

Warren goes up and changes into uniform. They go into town by tram, getting to the station around 4 p.m. Albert leaves. 

Warren has a smooth passage and gets into Holyhead in Wales and on board the train by 12:15 a.m. 

July 7 Sunday. Warren awakens at 5 a.m. The train gets into Euston Station at 5:45 a.m. He goes to the hotel, washes, and has 

breakfast. He gets a ride on an M.T.V. lorry to the boat train, which leaves at 7:40 p.m. Warren gets to Folkestone on the 

coast, just west of Dover, at 10 a.m. and is told to report at 2 p.m. He goes into town, buys books and cigarettes, has lunch, 

then goes to the boat. He gets in at 5 p.m. and meets Douet on the pier. Simpson meets Warren with a car. They travel the 59 

kilometers to Saint-Omer, France, in 55 minutes. He gets to bed at 11 p.m., sharing Simpsonôs room. 

July 8 Monday. Warren awakens at 7:30 a.m. and gets up at 8. He has breakfast and goes to the office, which has a lot of work to be 

done. He finishes at about 11:30 and does an inspection of the camp with Simpson. He writes a postcard to his father to let 

him know of his safe arrival. After lunch he takes the car to give his report to Col. Harvey. He then goes to Lumbres to see 

Campbell. He gets back at 7 p.m. He goes to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

July 9 Tuesday. Warren is up at 7 a.m. He and Simpson go for a horseback ride before breakfast. They get back at 9 a.m. and have 

breakfast. Warren goes to the office and does the office business. He has lunch. After lunch he writes home with some 

instructions on the purchase of stocks of British Cotton Dyers. He travels with Robertson to Saint-Omer to draw cash. They 

then go to the Recordon for a drink. Simpson and Warren dine with the A.F.A. Col. After dinner Warren goes to the office to 

finish some tasks. He gets to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

July 10 Wednesday. Warren awakens at 6:45 a.m. Simpson and Warren go for a horseback ride in the morning. He goes to breakfast 

at 8:45. Warren goes to the office and does the usual business. At 10:30, Warren inspects the workshops. In the afternoon 

Warren takes a nap. He has a cup of tea at 5 p.m. After tea he gets a haircut. Then he goes for a walk to Ebblinghem, 

returning at 7:10. He changes clothes and has dinner. He plays bridge after dinner. He gets to bed at 11:30 p.m. Arthur notes 

in his diary, ñNo word from Jack.ò904 

July 11 Thursday. Warren rises at 7 a.m. He goes for a ride again, has breakfast, and then goes down to the office. He has to deal with 

a Corporal for trial in a disciplinary action. Warren inspects the camp after work in the office. After lunch, Warren reads in 

his billet, and takes a nap before tea. Warren has a cup of tea and then goes for a walk of ten kilometers. He plays bridge after 

dinner and goes to bed at 10:30 p.m. 

July 12 Friday. Warren rises at 7 a.m. Warren cancels the order for horses and goes back to bed until 8 a.m. He goes to the office and 

does business. He inspects the camp, has lunch, and goes to his billet for a short time. A friend of Simpson comes in at about 

4 p.m. to get a lift to Saint-Omer. Warren takes him there. They have a drink in the club, then they go on to Lumbres to find 

Campbell. They donôt find him. Warren picks up the D.T.M.O. (Divisional Trench Mortar Officer) at Leulinhem. He goes 

back to the club with him and Chevalier. He has dinner at 9 p.m. He gets home and to bed at midnight. There is a distant air 

raid at 1:30 a.m. 
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July 13 Saturday. Upon rising, Warren goes for a ride. He returns at 8:45 a.m. and gets breakfast. He goes down to the office at 9:30. 

After office work Warren inspects the camp with Simpson. Warren goes to La Belle Hotisse to see Jacks (not his brother 

Jack). He stays there for lunch and arranges to take him to dinner in Saint-Omer on Sunday. He goes out in the car with 

Chevalier and Rigley. He visits with Col. Troupôs adjutant about the strafe, then goes on to Saint-Omer and does mess 

shopping. He has a drink at the Recordon. After dinner he plays bridge. He gets to bed at 11:30 p.m. 

July 14 Sunday. Warren gets up at 7 a.m. After breakfast, Warren goes to the office to deal with mail and other duties. After office, 

he goes to Saint-Omer to draw out some money. He goes to the Recordon. He is held up in Anjues on the way home and is 

therefore late for lunch. In the afternoon Warren stays in his billet and reads and dozes. He changes clothes and goes to pick 

up Stopford at 6:30 p.m. He goes into Saint-Omer. He goes to Kittyôs for dinner, then on to the club afterwards for a drink. 

He gets home at midnight. 

July 15 Monday. Warren rises at the usual time, probably 7:30. He goes riding on a new horse this morning. He gets back at 9 a.m. 

and has breakfast. He goes to the office and does his work. He sends a report in the matter of sending drivers to base. He goes 

to the office after lunch. He finishes at 3:30 and tries some typing. In the evening he plays bridge with Robertson and gets to 

bed at midnight. 

July 16 Tuesday. Warren stays in bed until 8:30 a.m. He goes to the office after breakfast. He receives the transfer deed for his 

aircraft shares today. In the afternoon he types a letter to his father for the first time, writing about leave, Jack, his stocks, 

horseback riding, and walking before dinner for exercise. He requests a copy of Boswellôs Life of Johnson. He plays bridge 

after dinner with Simpson. He gets to bed at 10:45 p.m. 

July 17?905 Wednesday. Jack writes to Arthur from Bristol about the operas Tosca and Faust, enjoying the former but not the latter, 

copying his poems for publication, and de la Mareôs Peacock Pie. Warren goes for a ride with Simpson and Parsons. He goes 

and looks at the two A.F.O. Sections at La Belle Hotisse. He returns, has breakfast, and goes to the office. He has to deal with 

two charges of misconduct. After tea Warren goes to see a friend of Simpson. Warren plays bridge after dinner. He gets to 

bed at 12:30 a.m. 

July 18 Thursday. Warren goes horseback riding in the morning. He returns and has breakfast. Warren goes to the office and deals 

with disciplinary charges. In the afternoon Warren takes three men in the car to 9th Division Mechanical Train Company. He 

goes to the base from there to collect box cars, then goes to Saint-Omer, does some shopping and goes to the Recordon for a 

champagne cocktail. He plays bridge after dinner and gets to bed at 11:50 p.m. 

July 19 Friday. Warren goes out horseback riding with Simpson and Chevalier in the morning. Warren has breakfast and then goes to 

the office. He has another disciplinary case this morning and remands it for the Major. In the evening Warren plays bridge. 

He goes to bed at midnight. 

July 20 Saturday. Warren goes out horseback riding before breakfast. Then he goes to breakfast and down to the Company Office. He 

remands Corporal Reid. Idle comes over with Col. Pollard around 11:30. They have a drink together and set out for Boulogne 

at 12:25. They arrive at 1:45. At the Club Warren washes up and goes on to the Criterion for lunch. After lunch he goes to the 

quay and gets the Majorôs name put on the car board. He returns to the club and has a drink. He goes from there to see some 
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